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AD134_ INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL 

LANGUAGES  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil. This unit may be cross-assigned to Biblical Studies 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, DipEd (SydTC 1974), BSc (Sydney 1974), 
Lecturer; David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit gives an introduction to biblical Hebrew and 

Greek that will enable students to use various grammatical 

and lexical tools without requiring a fluency in the language. 

Simple exegetical examples are studied. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ recognise the alphabet and basic language structure of 

biblical Hebrew and NT Greek 

¶ understand elements of the grammatical structures of 

Biblical languages 

¶ utilize an interlinear Parsing Bible and 

grammatical/lexical tools in translation 

¶ apply such tools to simple exegesis of selected passages 

¶ appreciate the contribution that a knowledge of the 

Biblical languages makes to the study of the Bible 

Subject Content 1. Introductory hermeneutical theory 

2. Introducing biblical Hebrew and Greek 

3. Parts of speech and language structure 

4. Simple sentence diagramming 

5. Using reference works 

6. Word studies 

7. Discourse/narrative analysis 

8. Sample exegesis from an OT and an NT book 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods 2 Quizzes (10 minutes, 10% each); 2 Tests (1 hour, 40% each) 
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Prescribed Text 

Goodrick, Edward W. Do it Yourself Hebrew and Greek. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

1980. 

Representative References  

Aland, K. and Aland, B. The Text of The New Testament: Revised and Enlarged. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989. 

Brown, C. (ed.). The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. 4 vols. 

Carlisle: Paternoster, 1986. 

Davidson, B. The Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1986. 

Friberg, B. and Friberg, T. The Analytical Greek New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 

1981. 

McKay, K.L. A New Syntax of the Verb in New Testament Greek: An Aspectual 

Approach. New York: Peter Lang, 1994. 

Mounce, W.D. Basics of Biblical Greek: Grammar. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

Owen, J.J. Analytical Key to the Old Testament. 4 vols. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989-1992. 

Seow, C.L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew: Revised Edition. Nashville: Abingdon, 

1995. 
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BD100_ INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICA L STUDIES 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD104 

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer; Randall 

Edwards, BA (Northwest College 1971), MDiv (Emmanuel 

1976), MA (Rel) (Emmanuel 1977), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit introduces students to the Bible, its content, 

context and literary genre and to the methodologies of 

biblical reading, study and interpretation. It provides the 

basis for further study of the Biblical texts. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ recognise the basic structure and contents of the books of 

the Old Testament and the New Testament 

¶ know the basic historical, geographical, social, and 

religious background of the Bible and the biblical world 

¶ know the use of a range of  methods of biblical 

interpretation 

¶ exhibit an ability to use secondary literature 

¶ recognise and appreciate the value of the Bible in the 

Christian tradition 

Subject Content 1. Introduction to the Old Testament / Hebrew Bible Literature 

2. Key methodologies and approaches to Biblical interpretation 

3. Historical, cultural, political and religious contexts of the 

Biblical materials 

4. Introduction to the New Testament Literature 

Delivery Methods Intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Essay (2500 words, 60%); Exam (1 hour, 40%) 

 

 

Prescribed Texts 

Barton, J. The Biblical World. New York: Routledge, 2002. 
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Representative References 

Achtemeier, P.J., Green, J.B, and Thompson, M.M., Introducing the New Testament. Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2001 

Brueggemann, W. An Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon and Christian 

Imagination. Louiseville: Westminster/John Knox, 2003. 

Collins, J.R. Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004. 

Ehrmann, Bart D. The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings. 

2
nd

 ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Johnson, L.T. The Writings of the New Testament: An Interpretation, revised edition. 

Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999. 

McKenzie, S.L. & S.R. Hayes (eds). To Each Its Own Meaning, revised & expanded. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1999. 

Witherington, B., III.  The New Testament Story. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. 
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BD102_ INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE 

RESOURCES 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 

2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides students with an introduction to the 

appropriate methods and resources for undertaking biblical 

studies. It will introduce students to exegetical and 

hermeneutical principles and methods. It will also provide 

students with the basic structures of the biblical languages 

enabling them to pursue exegetical study using critical 

commentaries, grammars, lexica and related resources. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ know the use of various linguistic aids and tools 

¶ exhibit the ability to utilise commentaries 

¶ recognise the basic characteristics of biblical languages 

¶ know the use of selected hermeneutical approaches to the 

scriptures 

¶ exhibit the ability to appreciate the importance and value 

of these tools for sound interpretation of the scriptures 

Subject Content 1 The Hebrew and Greek alphabets 

2.  basic grammatical principles  

3. the use of interlinear versions, concordances and lexica 

including the analytical  

4. the use of word studies and theological dictionaries and 

commentaries  

5. grammatico-historical principles  

6. rules of interpretation; hermeneutical methods 

Delivery Methods Intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Exercises (50%, 2000 words), Examination (50%, 1.5hrs) 
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Prescribed Text 

Coggins, R. & Houlden, J.(eds). The SCM Dictionary of Biblical Interpretation, London: 

SCM, 2003. 

Representative References 

Black, D. Using New Testament Greek in Ministry. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 1993. 

Fee, G. New Testament Exegesis. Philadelphia: Westminster/John Knox, 1993. 

Harrington, D. Interpreting the New Testament. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1990. 

Kaiser, W. An Introduction to Biblical Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 1994. 

Klein, W. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation. Dallas: Word, 1993. 

Rienecker, F. Linguistic Key to the Greek New Testament. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

Zondervan, 1982.  

Tiffany, F. Biblical Interpretation. Nashville: Abingdon, 1996. 
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BD104_ READING AND INTERPRETING THE BIBLE  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours. 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD100 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, BSc (Sydney 1974), DipEd (STC 1974), 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides the student with a framework for 

further Biblical study. It aims to provide skills and 

knowledge needed to formulate sound exegetical and 

theological positions 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ recognise the central place of the Bible in Christian faith 

¶ know the historical, geographical and social contexts of 

the biblical documents 

¶ exhibit the ability to perform basic exegesis of biblical 

passages 

¶ recognise the different methods of interpretation 

¶ exhibit the ability to appreciate the issues surrounding the 

inspiration, revelation and authority of Scripture and the 

value of the Bible within the Christian tradition 

Subject Content 1. Devotional reading and meditation on Scripture; Bible 

study methods, particularly the inductive. 

2. The Inspiration and authority of Scripture. 

3. The major historical critical methodologies: origins, 

methods, results, strengths and weaknesses. 

4. Principles of Interpretation, including the principles for 

correctly interpreting different genres of literature. 

5. How parables, types, prophecies, poetry, etc differ from 

each other. 

6. Basis exegetical tools and exegetical methodology. 

7. The difference between interpretation and application of 

principles. 

8. Exercises in discerning the contemporary relevance of 

the Bible. 
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Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Report (1000 words, 20%), Exegesis (1500 words, 30%), 

Essay (2000 words, 50%). 

 

Prescribed Text 

Arthur, Kay. How to Study your Bible, Eugene: Harvest House Publishers, 2001 

Representative References 

Dockery, David S. Biblical Interpretation Then and Now: Contemporary Hermeneutics 

in the Light of the Early Church, Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2000 

Fee, GD & Stuart, D. How To Read The Bible Book by Book, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2000 

Goldingay, John. Models for Scripture, Toronto: Clements Publishing, 2004 

Polythress, Vern S. God Centred Biblical Interpretation, Philipsburg: P & R Publishing, 

1999. 

Silva, Moises (ed). Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation, Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1996 

Traina, Robert A. Methodical Bible Study, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002 

Virkler, Henry A. Hermeneutics: Principles and Processes of Biblical Interpretation, 

Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 1995 

Zuck, Roy B. Basic Bible Interpretation, Wheaton: Victor, 2002 
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BD108_ NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION AND 

SURVEY: GOSPELS AND ACTS 

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD150 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, BSc (Sydney 1974), DipEd (STC 1974), 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to investigate the background, 

authorship and canon of the New Testament, together with a 

survey of the Gospels and Acts. The survey will give a solid 

understanding of the life of Christ and the early church and at 

the same time provide a suitable framework for the study of 

individual books of groups of books in the New Testament at 

an advanced level. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ understand the historical, geographical and social 

background of the Gospels and Acts 

¶ know the basic contents of the Gospels and Acts 

¶ recognise the key basic theological themes in the Gospels 

and Acts 

¶ discuss, at a basic level, the different genres of the 

Gospels and Acts 

¶ exhibit the ability to value the New Testament as the 

Word of God and to recognise its relevance today 

Subject Content 1. The canon of the New Testament in relation to the 

Gospels and Acts. 

2. The religious and political background of the New 

Testament. 

3. The inter-testamental period: the development of 

Judaism. 

4. Graeco-Roman philosophies and religions. 

5. Survey of developments in the Holy Land from Herod the 

Great to the Fall of Jerusalem. 

6. The ministry of Christ. 

7. A general overview of the types of literature in the 

Gospels and Acts; the contents of the Gospels and Acts; 
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interpretive problems and critical issues. 

8. Cotemporary application of the message. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Short paper (1000 words, 20%); Exegesis (1500 words, 

30%); Essay (2000 words, 50%). 

 

Prescribed Text 

Drane, John. Introducing the New Testament, Revised ed. Minneapolis: Augsburg 

Fortress Publishers, 2001. 

Representative References 

Bruce, F F. Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999 

Elwell, Walter A & Yarbrough, Robert. Encountering the New Testament, Grand Rapids: 

Baker 1998 

Gromacki, R G. New Testament Survey, Grand Rapids: Baker 1998 

Gundry, R H. A Survey of the New Testament, 3rd edition, Carlisle: Paternoster, 1994 

Hasel, Gerhard. New Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate, Grand 

Rapids: 

 Eerdmans, 1993 

Ladd, George E (Revised Hagner, D A). A Theology of the New Testament, Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993 

McKnight, E V & Malbon, E S (eds). The New Literary Criticism and the New 

Testament, Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 1994 
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BD109_ NEW TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION AND 

SURVEY: EPISTLES AND REVELATION  

Course 

Workload  

9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD150 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, BSc (Sydney 1974), DipEd (STC 1974), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to investigate the background and authorship 

of the New Testament letters and the Apocalypse. The survey will 

give a sound understanding of the teaching given to the early church 

and at the same time provide a suitable framework for the stud 

individual books or groups of books in this part of the New 

Testament at an advanced level. 

Outcomes Students should be able to:           

¶ understand the historical, geographical and social background to 

the New Testament letters and Revelation 

¶ know the basic contents of the New Testament letters and 

Revelation 

¶ recognise the key basic theological themes in the New 

Testament letters and Revelation 

¶ discuss, at a basic level, the different genres of New Testament 

texts 

¶ exhibit the ability to value the New Testament as the Word of 

God and to recognise its relevance today 

Subject Content 1. The Canon of the New Testament 

2. The religious background of the period from the death of Christ 

till the destruction of the Temple. 

3. The political background of the apostolic period. 

4. A general overview of the types of New Testament literature 

with particular reference to the Epistles and Revelation. 

5. The content of each of the Epistles and Revelation. 

6. Interpretive problems associated with the Epistles and 

Revelation. 

7. Critical issues associated with the Epistles and Revelation. 

8. Contemporary applications of the message. 
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Delivery 

Methods 

Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required 

Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment 

Methods 

Short paper (1000 words, 20%; Exegesis (1500 words, 30%); Essay 

(2000 words, 50%). 

 

Prescribed Text 

Drane, John. Introducing the New Testament. Revised ed. Minneapolis: Augsburg 

Fortress Publishers, 2001. 

Representative References 

Bruce, F F. Paul: Apostle of the Heart Set Free, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999 

Elwell, W A & Yarbrough, R. Encountering the New Testament, Grand Rapids: Baker, 

1998 

Gromacki, R G. New Testament Survey, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1998 

Gundry, Robert H. A Survey of the New Testament, 3rd edition, Carlisle: Paternoster, 

1994 

Hasel, Gerhard. New Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate, Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993 

Ladd, George E (rev Hagner, D A). A Theology of the New Testament, Eerdmans, 1993 

McKnight, E V & Malbon, E S (eds). The New Literary Criticism and the New 

Testament, Trinity Press International, 1994 
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BD111_ INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD121; BD133 

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh (Griffith 

2006), Associate Lecturer; Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), 
BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer; 

Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 

2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce students to the critical 

study of the Old Testament, its literary forms, historical and 

cultural contexts and theological themes. It seeks to provide a 

solid foundation for further biblical and theological study. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ recognise the basic contents and structure of the Old 

Testament 

¶ understand the basic historical, social and cultural context 

of the Old Testament 

¶ know the use of secondary literature in the interpretation 

of Old Testament texts 

¶ contextualise, at an elementary level, the study of the Old 

Testament 

¶ exhibit the ability to appreciate the literary and theological 

contributions of the Old Testament  

Subject Content 1. Outline of the books of the Old Testament 

2. Key methodologies and approaches to Biblical 

interpretation 

3. Historical, cultural, political and religious contexts of the 

Old Testament materials 

4. Introduction to the Old Testament literature and 

consideration of key Old Testament themes 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Essay, (2500 words, 60%); Exam, (1 hour, 40%) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Goldingay, J. Israelôs Gospel, Downers Grove: Intervarsity, 2003. 

 

Representative References 

Anderson, B., and Bishop, S. Contours of Old Testament Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999 

Bartlett, John E. Archaeology and Biblical Interpretation. New York: Routledge, 1996. 

Barton, John (ed.). The Biblical World. 2 vols. New York: Routledge, 2002. 

Brueggemann, W. An Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon and Christian 

Imagination. Louisvil le: Westminster/John Knox, 2003. 

Collins, J.R. Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004. 

Goldingay, John. Israelôs Gospel. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2003. 

Hill, Andrew E. and J. H. Walton. A Survey of the Old Testament. 2
nd

 ed. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2000. 

Whybray, N. The Good Life in the Old Testament. London: T & T Clark, 2001. 
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BD121_ OLD TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION AND 

SURVEY: THE HISTORICAL BOOKS  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours. 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions  Not to count for credit with BD111 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, BSc (Sydney 1974), DipEd (STC 1974), 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims at an overall understanding of the 

historical books of the Old Testament history while at the 

same time providing a suitable framework for the study of 

individual books or groups of books at an advanced level. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ recognise the basic contents of the historical books of the 

Old Testament 

¶ understand the basic historical, geographical and social 

background to the historical books of the Old Testament  

¶ know the use of secondary literature, introductions and 

commentaries in the interpretation of Old Testament 

historical texts 

¶ contextualise, at an elementary level, the study of the Old 

Testament historical books 

¶ exhibit the ability to appreciate the role of Old Testament 

history and its relevance for today 

Subject Content 1. A consideration of the process of the production of the 

Biblical Old Testament material. 

2. The nature of history writing. 

3. A survey of Old Testament history. 

4. Content and general outlines of the Old Testament 

historical books. 

5. Interpretative problems and critical issues. 

6. The Old Testament world and world view. 

7. Important themes with an overview their place in the Old 

Testament as a whole. 

8. Important people and their place in the Old Testament 
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Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

 

Assessment Methods Outline of chosen book (1000 words, 20%), Exegesis (1500 

words, 30%), Essay (2000 words, 50%). 

 

Prescribed Text 

Geisler, Norman. A Popular Survey of the Old Testament, Grand Rapids, Baker Book 

House, 2001. 

 

Representative References 

Goldingay, John. Theological Diversity and the Authority of the Old Testament, Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995 

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook on the Pentateuch: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 

Deuteronomy, Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2005 

Hill, Andrew E, Walton John H. Old Testament Today: A Journey from Original 

Meaning to Contemporary Significance, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004 

Hill, Andrew E. Survey of the Old Testament, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000 

Hoerth, AJ Mattingly, GL Yamaguchi, E. People of the Old Testament World, Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 1994 

LaSor, WS et al. Old Testament Survey, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996 
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BD133_ OLD TESTAMENT INTRODUCTION AND 

SURVEY: POETRY AND PROPHECY 

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD111 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, BSc (Sydney 1974), DipEd (STC 1974), 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to find an overall understanding of the 

Old Testament Poetry and Prophecy while at the same time 

providing a suitable framework for the study of individual 

books or groups of books at an advanced level. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ recognise the basic contents of the poetic and prophetic 

books of the Old Testament 

¶ understand the basic historical, geographical and social 

background of the Old Testament 

¶ know the use of secondary literature in the interpretation 

of the Old Testament poetic and prophetic texts 

¶ contextualise, at an elementary level, the study of the 

prophetic and poetic books of the Old Testament 

¶ exhibit the ability to appreciate the role of Old Testament 

poetry and prophecy in the formation of the church. 

Subject Content 1. A consideration of the process of the production of the 

Biblical Old Testament material. 

2. Content of the poetic and prophetic books of the Old 

Testament. 

3. Themes of the poetic and prophetic books of the Old 

Testament. 

4. Interpretive problems of poetic and prophetic books of 

the Old Testament. 

5. Critical issues related to the poetic and prophetic books 

of the Old Testament 

6. The Old Testament world and world view as it is 

reflected in these books. 

7. Types of literature found in poetic and prophetic 
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Scriptures. 

8. Important themes and people with an overview of their 

place in the Old Testament as a whole. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Review of chosen book (1000 words, 20%), Exegesis (1500 

words, 30%), Essay (2000 words, 50%). 

 

Prescribed Text 

Geisler, Norman. A Popular Survey of the Old Testament, Grand Rapids, Baker Book 

Houses, 2001 

Representative References 

Barth, Christoph. God with Us: A Theological Introduction to the Old Testament, Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991 

Beasley, J R et al. An Introduction to the Bible, Nashville: Abingdon, 1991 

Cragie, P C. The Old Testament: Its Background, Growth & Content, Nashville: 

Abingdon, 1992 

Goldingay, J. Approaches to Old Testament Interpretation, (updated edition), Leicester: 

IVP, 1990 

Hill, A E & Walton, J H. Survey of the Old Testament, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991 

Hoerth, A J, Mattingly, G L & Yamauchi, E. People of the Old Testament World, Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 1994 

Zuck, Roy (ed). A Biblical Theology of the Old Testament, Chicago: Moody, 1991 
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BD150_ INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW 

TESTAMENT  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD108; BD109 

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh 

(Griffith 2006), Associate Lecturer; David Parker, MA 

(Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce students to the critical 

study of the New Testament, its literary forms, historical and 

cultural contexts and theological themes. It seeks to provide a 

solid foundation for further biblical and theological study. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ recognise the contents of the New Testament 

¶ understand the basic historical, social and cultural context 

of the New Testament 

¶ demonstrate basic skills in the interpretation of New 

Testament texts 

¶ know the use of  secondary literature in interpreting the 

New Testament 

¶ exhibit the ability to appreciate the literary and theological 

contributions of the New Testament 

Subject Content 1. Outline of the books of the New Testament 

2. Key methodologies and approaches to Biblical 

interpretation 

3. Historical, cultural, political and religious contexts of the 

New Testament materials 

4. Introduction to the New Testament literature and 

consideration of key New Testament themes 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Essay, (2500 words, 60%); Exam, (1 hour, 40%) 
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Prescribed Text 

Johnson, L. T. The Writings of the New Testament: An Interpretation. Minneapolis: 

Fortress, 1999. 

 

Representative References 

Achtemeier, P.J., Green, J.B, and Thompson, M.M., Introducing the New Testament. Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2001 

Brown, R.E. An Introduction to the New Testament. New York: Doubleday, 1997. 

Burkitt, D. An Introduction to the New Testament and the Origins of Christianity. Cambridge: 

CUP, 2002. 

Ehrmann, Bart D. The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings. 

2
nd

 ed. New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Johnson, L.T. The Writings of the New Testament: An Interpretation, revised edition. 

Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999. 

Theissen, Gerd. The New Testament. London: T & T Clark, 2003. 

Witherington, B., III. The New Testament Story. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. 
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BD202_ THE MEANING OF SCRIPTURE  

Course Workload 9 credit points, single trimester course, 162 demand hours 

Pre or Co requisites BD 100 

Academic Staff Randall Edwards, BA (Norwest, 1971), MDiv (Emmanuel, 

1976), MA(Rel) (Emmanuel, 1977) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This subject is an introduction to biblical interpretation, 

focusing particularly the relationship between exegesis and 

hermeneutics.  It introduces students to a variety of 

interpretive methodologies used to examine the text, enabling 

them to work through the maze of complexities of 

transference to an appropriate contemporary application of 

the text. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ Demonstrate a familiarity with basic exegetical 

methodology  

¶ Discuss contemporary issues in biblical interpretation  

¶ Transfer the meaning of the passage of Scripture into a 

21st-century context 

¶ Exegete at a basic level a selected passage of Scripture 

¶ Appreciate the relationship between exegesis and 

hermeneutics  

¶ Value the meaning of the passage of scripture for its 

original recipients 

Subject Content 1. Definition of exegesis and hermeneutics 

2. The notion of 'behind', 'within' and 'in front of' the biblical text  

3. Introduction to issues in contemporary exegesis: author, 
structure, canon 

4. Introduction to issues in contemporary hermeneutics: reader, 

culture, gender 

5. Models of interpretation and transference 

6. Contemporary application of Scripture  

Delivery Methods The subject will be presented in distance education mode.  

Learning sources and strategies include study guide notes, a 

book of source readings, an optional facilitation (involving 

discussion, small groups debates & individual meditations) 

and assessment (including article reviews, essays, portfolios 

and field assignments). 

Required Specialist Nil  
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Facilities or 

Equipment 

Assessment Methods Major essay 2000 words (60%), field assignment 1500 words (40%) 

 

Representative References 

Brownson, J.V. Speaking the Truth in Love:  New Testament Resources for a Missional 

Hermeneutic. Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: Trinity Press International, 1998 

Court J. Reading the New Testament. London: Routledge, 1997 

Green, J.B. (Ed.) Hearing the New Testament:  Strategies for Interpretation. London: Paternoster, 

1995 

Green J.B. & Turner M. (Eds) Between Two Horizons. Spanning New Testament Studies and 

 Systematic Theolog., Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2000 

Goldingay J. Models for Interpretation of Scripture. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1995 

Longenecker, R. Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Period. Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Eerdmans, 

1999 

Lundin, R, Walhour, C, & Thiselton, A. The Promise of Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids, Michigan:  

Eerdmans, 1999 

Jasper, D. A Short Introduction to Hermeneutics. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2004 

Johnson, L.T. Religious Experience in Earliest Christianity:  A Missing Dimension in New 

Testament Studies. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1998 

Rohrbaugh, R.L. (Ed.) The Social Sciences and New Testament Interpretation.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts: Hendrickson, 1996 

VanHoozer K. Is There Meaning In This Text? Leicester: Apollos, 1998 

VanHoozer, K. First Theology:  God, Scripture & Hermeneutics. Downers Grove, Illinois:  

InterVarsity,  2002 

Wallace R.S. On the Interpretation and Use of the Bible: With Reflections on Experience. 

 Edinburgh: Scottish Academic, 1999 
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BD203_ HERMENEUTICS  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Bruce G. Allder, BPharm (SAIT 1976), MDiv (NTS, Kansas 

City 1986), EdD (Griffith, 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce students to the history, 

goals and general principles of biblical interpretation and to 

those that are specific to the various literary genres in the Old 

and New Testaments. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate an elementary knowledge of hermeneutical 

principles 

¶ show a basic understanding of the approaches used in 

interpreting Scripture 

¶ display an elementary ability to identify the various 

approaches used in interpreting Scripture 

¶ make use of hermeneutical principles in interpreting basic 

biblical texts 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the diversity of 

interpretation of the Scriptures within the Christian 

tradition 

Subject Content 1. The need for biblical hermeneutics 

2. The history of biblical interpretation 

3. Key issues in biblical interpretation 

4. General hermeneutical principles  

5. Hermeneutical principles for specific genres of Scripture 

6. Application of hermeneutics to life and ministry issues 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Portfolio of exegetical studies (50%, 2000 words); Essay  (50%, 

2000 words) 

 



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated  02/09/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

  

 

 

Representative References 

Bartholomew, Craig G., Colin J. D. Greene, Karl Mueller, eds. Renewing Biblical 

Interpretation. Carlisle: Paternoster, 2000. 

________. After Pentecost: Language and Biblical Interpretation. Carlisle: Paternoster, 

2001. 

Barton, John, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Biblical Interpretation. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1998. 

Bray, Gerald L.  Biblical Interpretation: Past & Present.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity 

Press, 1996. 

Fee, Gordon. Listening to the Spirit in the Text. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Lundin, Roger, Clarence Walhout & Anthony C. Thiselton. The Promise of 

Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. 

Poythress, Vern S. God Centered Biblical Interpretation. Phillipsburg: P & R Publishing, 

1999. 

Silva, Moises, ed. Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1996. 
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BD205_ BIBLICAL THEOLOGY: OLD AND NEW  

TESTAMENTS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh  

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer; David Parker, MA 
(Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a detailed examination of the specific 

compilation of themes highlighted in a synthesised reading of 

biblical texts.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a basic ability to identify the key theological 

themes and direction of biblical revelation 

¶ demonstrate a basic understanding of the ways in which 

the two Testaments cohere 

¶ present a simple response to discussions of the 

relationship between Old Testament and New Testament 

theologies 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the abiding value 

of the major themes of the bible (creation, covenant, 

kingship, etc.) for communicating the message of the 

Bible to the contemporary world 

Subject Content 1. The nature of Biblical Theology as a discipline 

2. The nature of the Bible: history, literature, theology 

3. The Biblical Theology Movement 

4. A detailed study of the kingdom of God as a biblical 

theme  

5. The role of biblical theology in interpreting and applying 

biblical text. 

6. The Great Commission in biblical-theological perspective 

7. Gospel proclamation in the New Testament 

8. An introduction to the relevance of biblical theology for 

current debates about mission, evangelism, miraculous 

works, and Christian social responsibility 
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Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 2500 words);Exegetical Essay (40%, 

1500 words) 

 

Representative References 

Childs, B.S.  Biblical Theology of the Old and New Testaments: Theological Reflection 

on the Christian Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993. 

Clines, D.J.A.  The Theme of the Pentateuch. Sheffield: SAP, 2
nd

 ed. 1997. 

Goldsworthy, G.  Gospel and Kingdom. Carlisle: Paternoster, 1994. 

Gundry, R.H. A Survey of the New Testament. Carlisle: Paternoster, 3
rd
 ed. 1994. 

Holwerda, D.E.  Jesus and Israel, One Covenant or Two. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 

Longman, T.  Making Sense of the Old Testament: Three Crucial Questions. Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 2001.  

Swartley, W.M.  Israelôs Scripture Traditions and the Synoptic Gospels: Story Shaping 

Story. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994. 

Wright, N.T.  The New Testament and the People of God. London: SPCK, 1992. 
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BD214_ THE PENTATEUCH  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Randall Edwards, BA (Northwest College 1971), MDiv 

(Emmanuel 1976), MA (Rel) (Emmanuel 1977), Lecturer; 

Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 

2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the Pentateuch (Torah), with due consideration of 

its historical, cultural and religious setting. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display an elementary ability to identify the main issues 

associated with the study of the Pentateuch  

¶ show a basic recognition of the ways in which the 

principal literary forms in the Pentateuch communicate 

their theological content 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from the Pentateuch 

¶ make use of  the relevant secondary literature  

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the place of the 

Pentateuch in the Hebrew and Christian Canons 

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

the Pentateuch  

2. Characteristic literary forms of the Pentateuch and their 

content 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the books of the 

Pentateuch 

4. Aspects of the theology of the Pentateuch 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, mutli-streaming and distance learning 

modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor Essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%), Major Essay, (2000 words, 40%) 

 

 



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated  02/09/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

  

Representative References 

Alexander, T. Desmond, Baker, D. W. (eds.) Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch. 

Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2003. 

Alter,R. The Five Books of Moses: A Translation with Commentary. New York: W. W. Norton, 

2004. 

Blenkinsopp, J. The Pentateuch. New York: Doubleday, 1992. 

Clines, D. J. The Theme of the Pentateuch. JSOT Supplement Series; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 

1997. 

Crüsemann, F. The Torah. Theology and Social History of Old Testament Law. Minneapolis: 

Fortress Press, 1996. 

Wenham, G. A Guide to the Pentateuch. Exploring the Old Testament; Downers Grove: 

Intervarsity Press, 2003. 
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BD215_ GENESIS 

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Don Stormer, MA (UNZ 1958), DipEd (NZ Dept Ed 1962),  

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit seeks to develop Old Testament study skills. 

Allow the student to become acquainted with the content and 

problems of Genesis and to explore its relevance for the 

modern Christian for spiritual growth and understanding. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show an elementary understanding of the place of 

Genesis in the Creation vs. Evolution debate 

¶ demonstrate a basic understanding of the portrayals in 

Genesis of the origins of sin, the Flood and the pre-Flood 

world and of Abrahamôs call and its effect on later 

Israelite history 

¶ present a simple response to the lives of the patriarchs 

¶ demonstrate a basic ability to recognise the impact of the 

Book of Genesis on Christianity today 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the ways in which 

our belief systems depend on our understanding of their 

beginnings 

Subject Content 1. Creation and Godôs purposes. 

2. The Fall. 

3. Pre-Flood and the Flood. 

4. The life of Abraham. 

5. The other descendants of the patriarchs and their role in 

history. 

6. The life of Isaac. 

7. The life of Jacob. 

8. The life of Joseph. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Nil  
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Equipment 

Assessment Methods Short paper (1000 words, 20%); Exegesis (1500 words, 

30%); Essay (2000 words, 50%). 

 

Representative References 

Arnold, Bill T. Encountering the Book of Genesis, Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1998 

Longman, Tremper III . How to Read Genesis, Downerôs Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2005 

Louth, Andrew (Ed). ACCST#1, Genesis 1-11, Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2001 

Marshall, Celia Brewer. IBS, Genesis, Westminster: John Knox Press, 2005 

Sheridan, Mark (Ed). ACCS OT# 2, Genesis 12-50, Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 

2002 

Waltke, Bruce K. Genesis, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001 

Walton, John H. TNIVAC, Genesis, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001 
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BD219_ DEUTERONOMY  

Course Workload  9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, BSc (Sydney 1974), DipEd (STC 1974), 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit discusses the place of Deuteronomy within 

the Pentateuch and gives students and opportunity for 

reflection on the witness to Godôs greatness, mercy and 

faithfulness and for developing skills in communicating the 

message of Deuteronomy. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show basic knowledge of the authorship, dating, structure 

and contents of Deuteronomy 

¶ display a basic ability to identify and discuss the key 

theological issues of Deuteronomy 

¶ exegete basic selected passages in Deuteronomy  

¶ demonstrate a basic awareness of the problems associated 

with the formation of the Pentateuch 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the contribution of 

Deuteronomy to contemporary Christian thought 

Subject Content 1. Questions related to the date of Deuteronomy. 

2. Questions related to the authorship and contents of 

Deuteronomy. 

3. The place of Deuteronomy in the Pentateuch. 

4. The message of Deuteronomy. 

5. The meaning of Deuteronomy. 

6. Themes within Deuteronomy. 

7. Exegesis of selected portions of Deuteronomy. 

8. Contemporary applications of the book of Deuteronomy. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Short paper (1000 words 20%); Exegesis (1500 words 30%); 
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Essay (2000 words 50%). 

 

Representative References 

Alexander, T Desmond. From Paradise to the Promised Land: An Introduction to the 

Main Themes of the Pentateuch, Carlisle: Paternoster, 1995 

Christensen, Duane L (ed). A Song of Power and the Power of Song: Essays on the Book 

of Deuteronomy, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1993 

Knight, George A F. The Song Of Moses: A Theological Quarry, Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1995 

Mayes, A D H. Deuteronomy, (NCBC), Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991 

Merrill, Eugene H. Deuteronomy, (NAC), Nashville: Broadman & Holman, 1994 

Millar, J Gary. Now Choose Life: Theology and Ethics in Deuteronomy, Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans. 1998 

Wright, Christopher. Deuteronomy (NIBC), Leicester: Paternoster, 1996 
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BD220_ OLD TESTAMENT HISTORICAL BOOKS  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD223 

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh 

(Griffith 2006), Associate Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the background and content of the 

Old Testament historical books, developing the studentôs 

exegetical skills and ability to understand and then apply the 

message to current settings. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate elementary understanding of the 

background, content and theological motifs of the Old 

Testament historical books 

¶ display a basic knowledge of the hermeneutical issues 

relating to the Old Testament historical books 

¶ use basic exegetical skills to develop ministry responses 

from the Old Testament historical books 

¶ show basic awareness of the social and ethical contents of 

the Old Testament historical books and their relevance to 

current issues 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the contribution of 

the Old Testament historical books to spiritual formation 

within the community of faith 

Subject Content 1. Historical development of the Old Testament historical 

books 

2. The social-cultural context of the historical books 

3. Theological motifs, social and ethical issues contained in 

the historical books 

4. Key hermeneutical issues 

5. Exegetical analysis and application of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Exegetical portfolio (40%, 2000 words); Essay (20%, 1000 

words); Examination (40%, 1 hour) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Geisler, Norman. A Popular Survey of the Old Testament, Grand Rapids: Baker Book 

House, 2001. 

Representative References 

Allen, Leslie C. & Timothy S. Laniak.  Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. New International 

Biblical Commentary.  Peabody: Hendrickson, 2003. 

Arnold, William T.  1 & 2 Samuel: From Biblical Texté to Contemporary Life.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2003. 

Bloomfield, Peter.  Esther.  Darlington: Evangelical Press, 2002. 

Bush, Frederic W. Ruth, Esther: Word Biblical Commentary. Dallas: Word Books, 1996. 

Goldingay, John.  Men Behaving Badly.  Carlisle: Paternoster, 2000. 

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook of the Historical Books : Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, 

Kings, Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001. 

Hess, Richard S.  Joshua: An Introductory Commentary.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity 

Press, 1996. 

Hill, Andrew E  1 & 2 Chronicles: From Biblical Texté to Contemporary Life.  Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 2003. 

Jobes, Karen.  Esther: From Biblical Texté to Contemporary Life.  Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2003. 

Olley, John. First and Second Kings: Then and Now: In the Midst of Change, Eastwood: 

Morling Press, 2001. 

http://athena.ntc.qld.edu.au/athcgi/athweb.pl?a=sr&ci=NL&st=std&k1=Word+biblical+commentary.&l1=10&jw=1
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BD223_ SAMUEL  

Course Workload 9  credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD220 

Academic Staff Steve Walker ThL (ACT 1993), BTh (SCD 1999), Lecturer  

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit enables students to investigate the themes of 

Samuel and gives opportunity for spiritual growth through 

reflection of Godôs faithfulness to his purposes and on the 

faith struggles of his people. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate elementary knowledge of the text of 1 & 2 

Samuel 

¶ display a basic ability to identify the major theological 

themes of 1 & 2 Samuel 

¶ exegete basic selected passages of 1 & 2 Samuel 

¶ make use of the available commentaries for the study of 1 

& 2 Samuel 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the theological 

message of Samuel and of its meaning and contemporary 

relevance  

Subject Content 1. A survey of the structure and contents of 1&2 Samuel. 

2. A survey of the historical and social background or 1&2 

Samuel. 

3. Case study on the óArk narrativeô. 

4. Case study on the role of the prophet Samuel at the 

beginning of Israelôs monarchy. 

5. Case study of David as exile. 

6. Case study of David as king. 

7. Exegetical study of selected portions of 1&2 Samuel. 

8. Contemporary applications of the books of Samuel. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil.  
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Assessment Methods Short paper (1000 words 20%); Exegesis (1500 words 30%); 

Essay (2000 words 50%). 

 

 

Representative References 

Barbour, C J. The Books of Samuel, volume 1, Neptune: Loizeaux, 2002 

Bergen, R D. 1 & 2 Samuel, (NAC), Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1998 

Campbell A F & OôBrien M A. Unfolding the Deuteronomistic History, Minneapolis: 

Fortress Press, 2000 

Davis, D R. 1 Samuel: Looking on the Heart, Fearn: Christian Focus Publications, 2001 

Davis, D R. 2 Samuel: Out of Every Adversity, Fearn: Christian Focus Publications, 1997 

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook on the Historical Books, Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001 

Keddie, G J. Triumph of a King, Faverdale North: Evangelical Press, 2000 

McCarter, P Kyle. 1 Samuel, (Anchor Bible), New York: Doubleday, 1995 

McCarter, P Kyle. 2 Samuel, (Anchor Bible), New York: Anchor, 1995 
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BD225_ JOB 

Course Workload 9 Credit Points, 162 Demand hours 

Prerequisites BD 104, BD121 

Exclusions  

Academic Staff Steve Walker ThL (ACT 1993), BTh (SCD 1999), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This unit enables students to investigate the themes of Job 

and find opportunity for spiritual growth through reflection 

on Godôs purposes in the lives of His people in the face of 

suffering 

Outcomes ¶ Students should be able to: 

¶ Demonstrate knowledge of the text of Job 

¶ Identify and discuss the several answers in the book to 

the problem of the suffering of the righteous 

¶ Exegete selected passages in Job 

¶ Access and use the available commentaries and 

periodical literature relating to Job 

¶ Value the theological message of the book of Job 

¶ Appreciate the meaning of and contemporary relevance 

of Job 

Subject Content 1. a survey of the content, structure, style and setting of the 

book of Job 

2. Major theological themes 

3. Various answers to the problem of pain 

4. Exegetical study of select portions of Job 

5. Contemporary applications of the message of the book 

Delivery Methods Lectures, reading, reflection, seminars and workshops. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods 2 essays of 1200 words each 60%, 2 exegetical passages of 

800 words each 40%. 
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Prescribed Texts 

Hartley, John,   The Book of Job, NICOT, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994 

 

Representative References 

Bullinger, E W, The Book of Job, Grand Rapids: Kregel Publications, 1990 

Dell, Katharine, The Peopleôs Bible Commentary: Job, Oxford: Bible Reading 

Fellowship, 2002 

Habel, Norman, Job, OTL, London: SCM, 1985 

Janzen, J Gerald, Interpretation: Job, Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 

1985 

McKenna, David, Job: Preacherôs Commentary # 12, Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 

2004 

Murphy, Roland, Job: A Short Reading, Mahwah: Paulist Press, 1999 

Noegel, Scott B, Janus Parallelism in the Book of Job, Sheffield: Sheffield 

Academic Press, 1996 

Rayburn, William D (Ed) A Handbook on the Book of Job, Reading: United Bible 

Societies, 1992 

Thomas, Derek, Calvinôs Teaching on Job, Ross-shire: Christian Focus 

Publications, 2004 

Weeks, Gregory, Job: Basic Bible Commentary #09, Nashville: Abingdon Press, 

1994 

Whybray, R N, Job, Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1998 

Zuck, Roy B,  Sitting with Job, Grand Rapids: Baker Book House 1992 
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BD226_ THE PSALMS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD227 

Academic Staff Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 

2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit studies Israelôs poetic literature and practice 

of prayer and worship as represented in the Psalter. It 

provides an opportunity to develop exegetical skills in the 

analysis of Hebrew poetry 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show basic familiarity with Hebrew poetry and with the 

different types of Psalms found in the Psalter 

¶ demonstrate a basic ability to recognise the relevant 

historical, sociological and religious contexts of the 

Psalms 

¶ exegete basic selected Psalms from the Psalter 

¶ make use of the relevant secondary literature 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the place of the 

Psalms in theology and worship 

Subject Content 1. The characteristic features of Hebrew Poetry 

2. The historical, sociological and religious background to 

the Psalter 

3. Examination of representative psalms 

4. Aspects of the theology of the Psalms 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor Essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major Essay (2000 words, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Anderson, B. W. Out of the Depths: the Psalms Speak for us Today. 3
rd
 rev. Ed. Louisville: John 

Knox Press, 2000. 

Bullock, C. H. Encountering the Book of Psalms: A Literary and Theological Introduction. Grand 

Rapids: Baker Academic Press, 2004 

Day, J. Psalms. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990. 

Fokkelman, J. P. Reading Biblical Poetry. Louisville: John Knox Press, 2001. 

Holladay, W. L. The Psalms Through Three Thousand Year: Prayerbook of a Cloud of Witnesses. 
Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996. 

McCann, J. C. The Shape and Shaping of the Psalter. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1993. 

Terrien, S. The Psalms. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 
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BD227_ PSALMS & SONG OF SONGS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD226 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh  

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a detailed examination of the specific 

texts of Psalms and Song of Songs. It provides an advanced 

study of reading Hebrew poetry.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show an elementary understanding of the basic 

hermeneutical principles for interpretation of Psalms and 

Song of Songs 

¶ demonstrate basic knowledge of the history of 

interpretation of these books 

¶ display basic ability to identify the canonical context of 

Psalms and Song of Songs, including their application to 

Christ in the NT 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from these books 

¶ demonstrate a elementary appreciation of the value and 

the abiding contribution of Psalms to Christian theology 

and also to church practice  

Subject Content 1. Features of Hebrew poetry 

2. Themes of Psalms and Song of Songs 

3. Theories of origin and Ancient Near Eastern context of 

Psalms 

4. Hermeneutical principles applicable to Psalms and Song 

of Songs 

5. Contemporary approaches to Song of Songs 

6. Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 2500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 

1500 words) 

 

Representative References 

Brueggeman, W.  The Psalms and the Life of Faith.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1995. 

Gerstenberger, Psalms. vol XIV. FOTL. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988. 

Gledhill, T. The Message of Song of Songs. BST. Downers Grove: IVP, 1996. 

LaCocque, A. Romance She Wrote. Harrisburg: Trinity International, 1999. 

Longman, T., III.  How to Read the Psalms. Downers Grove: IVP, 1988. 

McCann, J.C. Jr.  A Theological Introduction to the Book of Psalms: The Psalms as 

Torah. Nashville: Abingdon, 1993. 

Miller, P. D.  Interpreting the Psalms.  Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986. 

Tate, M.E.  Psalms 51-100. WBC. Nashville: Word, 1990. 
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BD229_ WISDOM L ITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD232 

Academic Staff Randall Edwards, BA (Northwest College 1971), MDiv 

(Emmanuel 1976), MARel (Emmanuel 1977), Lecturer; Jacqueline 
Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 2002), 

PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer; Terry Grey. BTh (SCD 1994), MTh 

(Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit studies Old Testament wisdom and poetic 

literature against its historical, sociological and religious 

background, as well as its distinctive literary forms and 

theology. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a basic understanding of the principal issues 

associated with the study of Israelôs wisdom and poetic 

literature 

¶ describe simple literary forms of wisdom literature and 

their content/themes 

¶ demonstrate basic familiarity with the exegetical methods 

involved and apply them 

¶ use the relevant secondary literature 

¶ display an elementary appreciation the place of wisdom 

and poetic literature in its Israelite and Christian contexts 

Subject Content 1. The historical, sociological and religious context of 

wisdom and poetic literature 

2. Characteristic literary forms of wisdom literature and 

their content/themes 

3. Exegesis of selected passages 

4. Aspects of the theology of wisdom literature 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor Essay, (1000 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major Essay, (1500 words, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Ballard, H. & W. Tucker (eds.) An Introduction to Wisdom Literature and the Psalms. Mercer 

University Press, 2000. 

Clifford, R. J. The Wisdom Literature. Nashville: Abingdon, 1998. 

Clines, D. The Poetical Books. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997. 

Gammie, J. G. and L. G. Perdue (eds.) The Sage in Israel and the Ancient Near East. Winona 

Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

Lucas, E. Exploring the Old Testament: The Psalms and Wisdom Literature, vol. 3; London: 
SPCK, 2003. 

Westermann, C. Roots of Wisdom: The Oldest Proverbs of Israel and Other Peoples. Louisville: 

John Knox Press, 1995. 
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BD230_ ESTHER 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 

2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is an examination of the book of Esther and 

its narrative world. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate an elementary familiarity with the 

theological and ethical concerns of Esther 

¶ be able to present a simple description of the narrative 

techniques used in the text  

¶ exegete basic selected passages from Esther 

¶ make use of the secondary literature for the study of  

Esther 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the contribution of 

Esther to contemporary Christian living 

Subject Content 1. Interpreting Hebrew narrative 

2. Critical approaches to Esther 

3. Exegesis of selected passages 

4. Excurses on various methods   

5. Theology of Esther 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 2500 words);Exegetical Essay (40%, 

1500 words) 
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Representative References 

Bush, F.W.  Ruth, Esther. WBC, Nashville: Word, 1996 

Fox, M.V.  Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther. 2
nd

 ed. Columbia: USCP, 

2001. 

Jobes, K.H.  Esther. NIV Application Commentary, Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 

1999. 

Levenson, J. D.  Esther: A Commentary. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1997. 

Luter, A.B. and Davis, C. God Behind the Seen: Expositions of the Books of Ruth and 

Esther. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1995. 

Meyers, C. L. Discovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context. New 

York: OUP, 1988. 

Webb, B. Five Festal Garments: Christian Reflection of The Song of Songs, Ruth, 

Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and Esther. NSBT 10. Downers Grove: IVP, 2000. 

Yamauchi, E.A.  Persia and the Bible. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990. 
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BD231_ PROPHETIC LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD232 

Academic Staff Randall Edwards, BA (Northwest College 1971), MDiv 

(Emmanuel 1976), MARel (Emmanuel 1977), Lecturer; 

Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh 

(Griffith 2006), Associate Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of Israelôs Prophetic Books, with due consideration 

of their historical, cultural and religious settings/contexts. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show an elementary knowledge of the critical issues 

associated with the study of Prophetic Literature 

¶ demonstrate basic understanding of how various prophetic 

literary forms communicate their theological content 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from Prophetic Books 

¶ make use of the relevant secondary literature 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the place of 

Prophecy in the Hebrew and Christian Canons 

Subject Content 1. Developing an appropriate context for the study of 

Prophetic Literature 

2. Study of prophetic literary forms and their 

content/themes 

3. Exegesis of selected texts from Prophetic Books 

4. Aspects of the theology of Prophetic Books 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Paper, (1500 words, 30%); Examination, (1 hour, 30%), 

Essay, (2000 words, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Blenkinsopp. J. A History of Prophecy in Israel (2
nd

 ed). Louisville: John Knox Press, 1996. 

Brueggemann, W. The Prophetic Imagination. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 

Chisholm, R. B. Handbook on the Prophets. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002. 

Clements, R. E. Old Testament Prophecy from Oracle to Canon. Louisville: John Knox Press, 

1996. 

Davies, P. R. The Prophets. The Biblical Seminar 42; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996. 

Dempsey, C. J. The Prophets. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000. 

Matthews, V. H. Social World of the Hebrew Prophets. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2001. 
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BD232_ PROPHETIC AND WISDOM LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD239; BD231 

Academic Staff Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 

2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit studies the contribution of the prophet and 

sage to Old Testament theology via a comparative study of 

relevant prophetic and wisdom literature. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a basic knowledge of characteristic features 

of the prophet and sage and of the historical, cultural and 

religious settings in which they emerged and functioned 

¶ display an elementary ability to identify the major features 

of prophecy and wisdom literature and their relationship 

¶ apply basic appropriate methodologies to assist 

understanding  prophetic and wisdom texts 

¶ make use of the relevant secondary literature 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the place of 

prophetic and wisdom literature in the Hebrew and 

Christian Canons/ Bibles 

Subject Content 1. Analysis of the phenomenon of Prophecy in Israel 

2. Analysis of Wisdom Literature in Israel 

3. Consideration of their distinctive features and 

interrelationships 

4. Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor Essay, (1500 words, 30%); Tutorial Paper, (1000 

words, 30%); Major Essay, (2000 words, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Bergant, D. Israelôs Wisdom Literature. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1997. 

Blenkinsopp, J. Wisdom and Law in the Old Testament: The Ordering of Life in Israel & Early 
Judaism. 2

nd
 ed.; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995. 

Brueggemann, W. The Prophetic Imagination. 2
nd

 ed.; Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 

Cliffor d, R. J. The Wisdom Literature. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998. 

Petersen, D. L. Prophetic Literature: An Introduction. Louisville: John Knox Press, 2002. 

Sweeney, M. A. Prophetic Literature. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2006. 
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BD236_ ISAIAH  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD237; BD241 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 

2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a detailed examination of the specific 

text(s) of Isaiah. It provides an advanced study of reading 

prophetic literature.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show basic understanding of the historical, geographical 

and social background of Isaiah 

¶ demonstrate elementary knowledge of contemporary 

debates concerning the unity of Isaiah  

¶ exegete basic selected passages from Isaiah 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the study of Isaiah 

¶ display an ability to appreciate the key theological 

themes of Isaiah 

Subject Content 1. The book(s) of Isaiah: On unity and reception 

2. Isaiah as vision, text, poetry and labyrinth of metaphors 

3. The remnant, the Servant and the transformation of Zion 

4. Postcolonialism and the nations in Isaiah 

5. Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3000 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 

2000 words) 

 

Representative References 

Barton, J.  Isaiah 1-39. JSOT Guide. Sheffield: SAP, 1995. 

Darr, K.D. Isaiahôs Vision and the Family of God.  Louisville: Westminster, 1994. 
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Emmerson, G.I.  Isaiah 56-66. JSOT Guide, Sheffield: SAP, 1992. 

Melugin, R. and M.A. Sweeney (eds.).  New Visions of Isaiah. Sheffield: SAP, 1996. 

Sweeney, M.A.  Isaiah 1-39, with an Introduction to Prophetic Literature.  Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Watts, R.E.  Isaiahôs New Exodus in Mark. BSL, Grand Rapids: Baker, 2000. 

Webb, B.  The Message of Isaiah. BST, Downers Grove: IVP, 1996. 

Williamson, H.G.M.  Variations on a Theme: King, Messiah and Servant in the Book of 

Isaiah. Carlisle: Paternoster, 1998.  
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BD237_ DEUTERO-ISAIAH  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD236; BD241 

Academic Staff Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 

2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an opportunity to deepen oneôs 

knowledge of Israelite prophecy through an in-depth study of 

the so-called Deutero-Isaiah. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate elementary knowledge of the critical issues 

associated with the hypothesis of ñDeutero-Isaiahò 

¶ show a basic familiarity with the distinctive literary and 

theological features of Isaiah 40-55 

¶ exegete basic selected passages in Isaiah 40-55 

¶ make use of the relevant secondary material 

¶ display an elementary ability to appreciate the place of 

Deutero-Isaiah in its Israelite and Christian contexts. 

Subject Content 1. Arguments for and against the hypothesis of a Deutero-

Isaiah 

2. Characteristic literary forms of Isaiah 40-55 and their 

content/themes 

3. Exegesis of selected passages 

4. Aspects of the theology of Isaiah 40-55 and their 

significance 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods 2 Exegetical exercises (25% each, 1,000 words each); Essay 

(50%, 3,000 words) 

 

Representative References 

Balzer, K. & M. Koh. Deutero-Isaiah: A Commentary. Minneapolis: Fortess, 2001. 

Blenkinsopp, J. Isaiah 40-55. New York: Doubleday, 2002. 
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Childs, B.S. Isaiah: A Commentary. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001. 

Hanson, P.D. Isaiah 40-66. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1995. 

Oswalt, J.N. The Book of Isaiah Chapters 40-66. New International Commentary on the Old 

Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

Williamson, H.G. The Book Called Isaiah: Deutero-Isaiahôs Role in Composition and Redaction. 

Oxford: OUP, 1994.  
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BD238_ DANIEL  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 
2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides a detailed examination of the 

specific book of Daniel and its apocalyptic worldview. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a basic understanding of the theological content of 

Daniel 

¶ discuss, at an elementary level, the final form of the 

Daniel tradition  

¶ show a basic understanding of the Daniel traditionôs 

canonical significance in the Old Testament 

¶ demonstrate a basic competence in the exegesis of 

Hebrew apocalyptic and prophetic literature 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the contribution of 

Daniel to the New Testament and to contemporary 

Christian living 

Subject Content 1. Interpreting apocalyptic 

2. Critical approaches to Daniel 

3. Excurses on various methods: genre analysis, literary 

approach, biblical theology, historiography 

4. Theology of Daniel 

5. Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3000 words);Exegetical Essay (40%, 

2000 words) 
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Representative References 

Collins, J.J. Daniel: With and Introduction to Apocalyptic Literature. FOTL. vol XX. 

Grands Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984. 

Collins, J.J. The Apocalyptic Imagination: An Introduction to Jewish Apocalyptic 

Literature. 2
nd

 ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

Gammie, J.G. Daniel. KPG, Louisville: John Knox Press, 1983. 

Goldingay, J.E. Daniel. WBC. Waco: Word, 1989.  

Longman III, T. and Reid, D. God Is a Warrior. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

Longman III, T. Daniel, NIV Application Commentary, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1999. 

Towner, S., Daniel: Interpretation. Louisville: John Knox, 1984. 
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BD239_ MINOR PROPHETS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours 

(162); 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh  

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the book of the Twelve (Prophets) 

as a collage, with particular emphasis given to the themes, 

rhetoric and portrayals of Yahweh.   

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate basic familiarity with the nature and rhetoric 

of prophetic literature 

¶ identify the basic overall structure and content of the 

minor prophets  

¶ exegete basic selected passages from the minor prophets 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the study of the 

minor prophets 

¶ display an elementary ability to value the portrayal of 

Yahweh in the prophetic corpus, particularly in the light 

of feminist and ideological criticism  

Subject Content 1. The nature of prophetic literature 

2. The history of interpretation: from Sirach to Nogalski 

3. Intertextuality in the book of the Twelve - the Twelve as 

collage 

4. The production and ideology of the Twelve 

5. The presentation of Yahweh in the Twelve 

6. Exegesis of selected texts 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

None  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 2500 words); Exegetical essay (40%, 

1500 words) 

 

Representative References 

Collins, T.  The Mantle of Elijah.  Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993. 
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Conrad, E.W.  Zechariah. Sheffield:  SAP, 1998. 

Davies, G.I.  Hosea. NCB, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992. 

Fishbane, M. Biblical Interpretation in Ancient Israel.  2
nd

 ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1999.  

Landy, F.  Hosea. Sheffield: SAP, 1995. 

Nogalski, J.  Literary Precursors to the Book of the Twelve, New York: de Gruyter, 1993. 

Nogalski, J.  Redactional Processes in the Book of the Twelve. New York: de Gruyter, 

1993. 

Redditt, P.L.  Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi. NCBC, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 
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BD241_ ISAIAH  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD236; BD237 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, BSc (Sydney 1974), DipEd (STC 1974), 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit develops the skills acquired earlier and 

allows the student to develop a deeper understanding of some 

of the themes of Isaiah. It given an opportunity for spiritual 

growth through reflection on the text.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate elementary knowledge of the setting, role 

and message of the eighth century prophets of Israel 

¶ show a basic knowledge of the structure and contents of 

Isaiah 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from Isaiah 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the theological and 

ethical issues of Isaiah 

¶ present a simple response to the relevance of Isaiahôs 

message to a contemporary world 

Subject Content 1. A survey of the life, times and messages of the major 

prophets. 

2. A study of the themes of the prophecy of Isaiah. 

3. Examine the questions related to the timing of Isaiah 

4. Consideration of the number of writers involved in the 

book of Isaiah. 

5. Examine the Servant Songs. 

6. Consider the identity of the Servant. 

7. Exegesis of selected passages. 

8. Contemporary application of Isaiah. 

Delivery Methods Intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Short paper (1000 words, 20%); Exegesis (1500 words, 

30%); Essay (2000 words, 50%) 

 

Representative References 

Clements R E. Isaiah 1-39, (NCBC), Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994  

Goldingay, John. Isaiah, (NIBCOT), Peabody: Hendrickson Publishers, 2001 

Hacking, Philip. Isaiah: Freed to Suffer and to Serve, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994 

Motyer, Alec. The Prophecy of Isaiah, Downers Grove: IVP, 1993 

Motyer, Alec. Isaiah (TOTC), Downers Grove: IVP, 2001 

Webb, Barry. The Message of Isaiah, (BST), Downers Grove: IVP, 1996 

Whybray, R N. Isaiah 40-66, (NCBC), Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996 

Wolf, Herbert M. Interpreting Isaiah, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002 
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BD248_ OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; demand hours 162; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd 

(UTS 2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit seeks to introduce the major themes in the 

theology of the Old Testament, while summarising the 

approaches of key scholars in the field.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate an elementary awareness of main Old 

Testament theological themes with specific reference to 

each of the major blocks of Old Testament materials 

¶ display a basic ability to recognise the problematic issues for 

the Church relating to the theology of the Hebrew scriptures 

¶ show a basic familiarity with the various interpretive 

approaches to the theology of the Hebrew Bible within modern 

scholarship 

¶ present simple descriptions of various biblical theological 

positions in the light of the historical and cultural contexts in 

which they emerge 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the significance of the 

Hebrew Bible as a body of literature and thought for the 
proclamation of the Church  

Content 1. Survey of leading Old Testament theologians and their 

critical works 

2. Approaches to Old Testament theology 

3. Major themes in Old Testament theology 

4. Old Testament theology as a vital source for life and 

ministry 

Delivery Mode Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Method Annotated Bibliography (25%, 1000 words); Essay 1 (25%, 

1000 words); Essay 2 (50%, 2000 words) 
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Representative References 

Anderson, B.W.  Contours of Old Testament Theology.  Fortress, Minneapolis, 1999. 

Coleson, Joseph E.  óEzer Cenegdo:  A Power Like Him, Facing Him as Equal. Grantham:  

Wesleyan/Holiness Women Clergy, 1996. 

Hafeman, Scott J. Biblical Theology: Retrospect and Prospect. Downers Grove: InterVarsity 
Press, 2002. 

House, Paul R.  Old Testament Theology.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 

Mays, J. et.al. eds.  Old Testament Interpretation.  Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1995. 

Sun, Henry T. C. and Keith L. Eades, eds.  Problems in Biblical Theology.  Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1997. 

von Rad, G.  Old Testament Theology Vol 1.  (trans. Stalker, S) Westminster John Knox, 
Louisville, 2001.  

von Rad, G.  Old Testament Theology Vol 2,  (trans. Stalker, S) Westminster John Knox, 

Louisville, 2001. 
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BD254_ SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD257; BD262 

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh 

(Griffith 2006), Associate Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an introductory study of the 

Synoptic Gospels, read with a view to their historical context 

and their key theological features. It explores the value of 

these books as resources for Christian preaching teaching and 

spirituality. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display elementary familiarity with the main features of 

the historical, cultural and religious contexts of the first 

century Hellenistic world 

¶ demonstrate a basic ability to describe the main features of 

the portrayal of Jesus in the Gospels of Matthew, Mark 

and Luke 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Synoptic Gospels. 

¶ utilise basic appropriate methods and approaches to 

interpret texts from the Synoptic Gospels  

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the relevance of the 

Synoptic Gospels for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality   

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political contexts of 

the Synoptic Gospels 

2. The formation and inter-relationship of the Synoptic 

Gospels 

3. Recent scholarship on the quest for the historical Jesus 

4. The literary structure and distinctive theological features 

of each of the Synoptic Gospels 

5. Exegesis of selected passages from the Synoptic Gospels 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist Nil  



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated  02/09/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

  

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (2000 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Donahue, J.R., and D.J. Harrington, The Gospel of Mark, Collegeville, Michael Glazier, 2002. 

Fredriksen, P. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, London, Macmillan, 1999. 

Harrington, D.J. The Gospel of Matthew, Collegeville, Michael Glazier, 1991. 

Hooker, M.D. The Gospel according to St. Mark, London, A. & C. Black, 1991. 

Johnson, L.T. The Gospel of Luke, Collegeville, Liturgical Press, 1991.  

Malina, B.J., and R.L. Rohrbaugh (eds.), Social-Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels, 

Minneapolis, Fortress, 1992. 

Meier, J.P. A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, 3 vols., New York, Doubleday, 

1991, 1994, 1997. 

Moloney, F. The Gospel of Mark: a commentary, Peabody, Hendricksen, 2002. 

Throckmorton, B. H. Gospel Parallels: A Comparison of the Synoptic Gospels: with Alternative 

Readings from the Manuscripts and Noncanonical Parallels. 5
th
 ed. Nashville, TN: T. 

Nelson, 1992. 

Witherington, B. The Jesus quest: the third search for the Jew of Nazareth, Downers Grove, 
InterVarsity Press, 1995. 
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BD257_ THE LUKAN LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Alan Harley, BTh (ADS Chicago 1965), MTh (ADS Chicago 
1966), DipCS (Oxford Brooks University 2000), CertHE 

(Westminster Institute of Education, Oxford 2002), MACE ThD 

(Geneva Theological College USA 1972), Sessional; Doug 

McNaught, DipEd (SydTC 1974), BSc (Sydney 1974), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the Gospel of Luke and/or the Acts of the 

Apostles, with due consideration of their historical, cultural 

and religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate elementary knowledge of the main issues 

associated with the study of the Lukan literature 

¶ display basic understanding of how the principal literary 

forms in Luke and/or Acts communicate their theological 

content 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from Luke and/or Acts 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the study of the 

Lukan literature 

¶ present a simple account of the relevance of the Lukan 

literature for contemporary Christian preaching, teaching 

and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. An introduction to the Lukan literature in the context of 

Hellenistic history writing; the social setting of Luke-

Acts 

2. Lukeôs theology of providence 

3. The distinctive Lukan perspective on Jesus and/or the 

early church 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (2000 words, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Barrett, C. K. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles, 2 vols., 

Edinburgh: T and T Clark, 1994, 2000. 

Green, J. B. The Gospel of Luke, Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1997. 

Green, J. B. The Theology of the Gospel of Luke, Cambridge, Cambridge University, 1995. 

Jervell, J. The Theology of the Acts of the Apostles, Cambridge, Cambridge University, 1996. 

Johnson, L.T. The Acts of the Apostles, Collegeville, Liturgical Press, 1992. 

Johnson, L.T. The Gospel of Luke, Collegeville, Liturgical Press, 1991. 

Marshall, I. H., and Peterson, D. (eds.) Witness to the Gospel: the Theology of Acts, Grand 

Rapids, Eerdmans, 1998. 

Squires, J. T. The Plan of God in Luke- Acts, Cambridge, Cambridge University, 1993. 

Witherington, B. (ed) History, Literature and Society in the Book of Acts, Cambridge, Cambridge 

University, 1995. 
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BD262_ LUKE -ACTS: A PENTECOSTAL  READING  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD254; BD257 

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an investigation of the Lukan 

material, his continuation of salvation history, and critiques 

the contemporary Pentecostal use of the same. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate an elementary understanding of the Lukan 

symbolic universe 

¶ display a basic ability to identify plot, characterization 

and other literary devices  

¶ use hermeneutical principles in exegeting basic texts 

¶ present a simple response to contemporary 

Pentecostalismôs use of Luke 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the use of Lukan 

material in contemporary ministry 

Subject Content 1. Identification of Lukeôs Genre as Greek Historiography 

2. Occasion and Purpose as reconstructed from Lukeôs 
prologue and its propleptic function 

3. Lukeôs Rhetorical Strategy  

4. Narrative world and placing characters within the story 

5. Exegesis of individual texts utilizing a redemptive 

movement hermeneutic 

6. Examination of Lukeôs Pneumatology 

7. Critique of contemporary Pentecostalôs use of Luke 

8. Application to ministry 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Digital Projector 

Assessment Methods Essay (60%, 2500 words); Exam (40%, 1 hour) 



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated  02/09/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

  

 

Representative References 

Green, J.B.  The Gospel of Luke. NICNT, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997. 

Johnson, L.T.  Luke, Acts. SP3, 5, Collegeville: Michael Glazier, 1991, 1992. 

Ma, W. and Menzies, R.P. Pentecostalism in Context. JPTS11,  Sheffield: SAP, 1997. 

Marshall, I.H. and Peterson, D. Witness to the Gospel. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

McQueen, L.R.  Joel and the Spirit. JPTS8, Sheffield: SAP, 1995. 

Tannehill, R.C. The Narrative Unity of Luke-Acts. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1991, 1994. 

Turner, M. Power from on High. JPTS 9; Sheffield: SAP, 1996. 

Winter, B. (ed.). The Book of Acts in Its First Century Setting; 5 vols. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1993-96. 

Witherington, B. The Acts of the Apostles. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 
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BD264_ THE PAULINE LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD265; BD267 

Academic Staff Randall Edwards, BA (Northwest College 1971), MDiv 

(Emmanuel 1976), MA (Rel) (Emmanuel 1977), Lecturer; 

David Parker, MA(Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the New Testament Literature associated with 

Paul, with due consideration of their historical, cultural and 

religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display basic familiarity with the social, cultural and 

pastoral issues which gave rise to each of the Pauline 

letters 

¶ demonstrate elementary understanding of the key literary 

and theological features of the Pauline letters 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Pauline literature 

¶ demonstrate basic hermeneutical and exegetical skills in 

the reading of selected passages from the Pauline letters 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the relevance of the 

Pauline literature for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality   

Subject Content 1. An introduction to the Pauline literature: historical, 

geographical, social and religious factors 

2. Recent scholarship on the ñNew Perspectiveò on Paul 

3. The social setting, literary structure, key theological 

ideas, and purpose of selected Pauline letters  

4. Exegesis of selected passages from the Pauline literature 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis (1500 words, 
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30%); Major essay (2000 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Byrne, Brendan. Romans. Collegeville, MN: Michael Glazier, 1996. 

Bruce, F.F. Paul, Apostle of the Free Spirit. Rev. ed. Carlisle: Paternoster, 2000  

Cousar, Charles B.  The Letters of Paul.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1996. 

Dunn, J. D. G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1998. 

Murphy-OôConnor, J. Paul. A Critical Life. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996. 

Strom, M. Reframing Paul. Conversations in Grace and Community, Downers Grove, IVP, 2000. 

White, J. L. The Apostle of God: Paul and the Promise of Abraham, Peabody, Hendrickson, 

1999. 

Witherington III, Ben. The Paul Quest: The Renewed Search for the Jew of Tarsus. Downers 
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 

Wright, N. T. Paul: In Fresh Perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005. 
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BD265_ THE PRISON EPISTLES  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD264; BD267 

Academic Staff  David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

To examine the so-called Prison or Captivity letters ascribed 

to Paul; Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and Philemon. 

The issues of pseudonymity, literary dependency and the 

various world-views developed from the text(s) are 

examined. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate elementary knowledge of the 

(Deutero)Pauline literature 

¶ display a basic appreciation of the relevance of the 

historical, geographical, social background and the 

literary nature of each book 

¶ show familiarity with basic hermeneutical principles in 

exegeting sample texts 

¶ make use of appropriate secondary literature, 

introductions and commentaries 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the task of 

preparing for Christian ministry from an informed reading 

of these texts 

Subject Content 1. Genre identification  

2. Compare/contrast Pauline/Deutero Pauline literature 

3. Occasion and Purpose; Rhetorical Strategy; Narrative 

world 

4. Exegesis of individual texts  

5. application to ministry 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Data Projector 

Assessment Methods Essay (60%, 2500 words); Exam (40%, 1 hour) 
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Representative References 

Bruce, F.F. Philippians. NIBC. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1993. 

Patza, A.G. Ephesians. NIBC. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1990. 

Perkins, P. Ephesians. ANTC. Nashville: Abingdon, 1997. 

Porter, S.E. and Evans, C.A (eds.). The Pauline Writings. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic, 

1995. 

Thielman, F. Philippians. NIVAC. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1995. 

Thompson, M.M.  Colossians & Philemon. THNTC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 

Witherington, B. Friendship and Finances in Philippi. TNTIC. Valey Forge: Trinity, 

1994. 

Wright, N.T. Colossians and Philemon. TNTC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1989. 
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BD266_ STUDIES IN ACTS AND ROMANS 

Course Workload 9 credit points, single trimester subject, 162 demand hours 

Pre or Co requisites BD 100 

Academic Staff Randall Edwards, BA (Norwest, 1971), MDiv (Emmanuel, 

1976), MA(Rel) (Emmanuel, 1977) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This subject introduces students to both textual and thematic 

studies in Acts and Romans.  It develops student's skills in 

interpreting the early Church, its missionary impulse and its 

understanding of the gospel as expressed in Acts and Paul's 

letter to the Roman Church 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ Explain the spread of the gospel and the factors that 

contributed to its acceptance 

¶ Discuss conversion and its impact on the early followers of 

Jesus 

¶ Exegete selected texts from both Acts and Romans 

¶ Identify the process of transferring the gospel into new 

sociological and cultural settings 

¶ Value the cross-cultural adaptability of the message of 

Jesus 

¶ Appreciate the connection between the spread of the gospel 
and the lifestyle of the early church 

Subject Content 
7. A historical introduction and chronology of the early church 

8. Graeco-Roman culture and religion 

9. Apostolic proclamation and ministry 

10. The early church and the issues they faced 

11. The spread of Christianity 

12. Conversion and its transformations 

13. Social aspects of becoming a Christian 

14. Exegesis of selected texts of Acts and Romans. 

Delivery Methods The subject will be presented in distance education mode.  

Learning sources and strategies include study guide notes, a 

book of source readings, an optional facilitation (involving 

discussion, small groups debates & individual meditations) 

and assessment (including article reviews, essays, portfolios 
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and field assignments). 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay 2000 words (60%), field assignment 1500 words (40%)  

 

Representative References 

Banks, R. Paulôs Idea of Community. Peabody, MA:  Hendrickson, 1994 

Bauckham, R.J. The Book of Acts in its Palestinian Setting. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1995 

Bolt P. & Thompson, M. The Gospel to the Nations: Perspectives on Paul. Downers 
Grove, InterVarsity, 2000 

Dunn, J.D. Romans 1ï8, Dallas,, Texas: Word, 1988 

Haacker, K. The Theology of Paulôs Letter to the Romans. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2003 

Jeffers, J.S. The Graeco-Roman World of the New Testament: the Background of Early 
Christianity. Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1999 

Kreider, A. Worship and Evangelism in Pre-Christendom. Cambridge: Grove Books, 

1995 

Marshall, I.H. & Patterson, D. (Eds.) Witness to the Gospel: The Theology of Acts. Grand 
Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1998 

Moo, D.J. Encountering the Book of Romans: A Theological Survey. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2002 

Schnabel, E. Early Christian Mission (2 vols). Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 2004.  

Snyder, G.F., Hills, J.V. & Gardner, R.B. (Eds). Common Life in the Early Church: 

Essays Honoring Graydon F. Snyder. Philadelphia: Trinity Press International, 

1998 

Witherington, B. The Acts of the Apostles: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. Grand 
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997 

Witherington, B. Paulôs letter to the Romans: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2002 
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BD267_ THE PASTORAL EPISTLES  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BD264; BD265 

Academic Staff Doug McNaught, DipEd (SydTC 1974), BSc (Sydney 1974), 

Lecturer; David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the Pastoral Epistles, with due consideration of 

their historical, cultural and religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a basic familiarity with the main issues associated 

with the study of the Pastoral Epistles 

¶ demonstrate elementary appreciation of how the principal 

literary forms in the Pastoral Epistles communicate their 

theological content 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from 1 Timothy, 2 

Timothy and Titus 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the study of the 

Pastoral Epistles 

¶ display a basic ability to recognise the relevance of the 

Pastoral Epistles for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

the Pastoral Epistles 

2. Characteristic literary forms of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy and 

Titus and their content 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the books of the Pastoral 

Epistles 

4. Aspects of the theology of the Pastoral Epistles 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (2000 words, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Davies, M. The Pastoral Epistles. Harrisburg: Continuum, 2006. 

Dunn, J. D. G. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to St Paul. Cambridge: CUP, 2003. 

Harding, M. What Are They Saying About the Pastoral Epistles. Mahwah: Paulist Press, 

2001. 

Johnson, L.T. First and Second Letters to Timothy. AB35A. New York: Doubleday, 

2001.  

Karris, R.J. The Pastoral Epistles. NTM. Wilmington: Michael Glazier, 1979. 

Marshall, I. H. The Pastoral Epistles. International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T & T 

Clark, 1999. 

Mounce, W.D. Pastoral Epistles. Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 46. Waco: Word, 

2000. 

Quinn, J.D. The Letter to Titus. New York: Doubleday, 1990. 
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BD268_ THE JOHANNINE LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh (Griffith 
2006), Associate Lecturer; Alan Harley, BTh (ADS Chicago 

1965), MTh (ADS Chicago 1966), DipCS (Oxford Brooks 

University 2000), CertHE (Westminster Institute of Education, 

Oxford 2002), MACE ThD (Geneva Theological College USA 
1972), Sessional; David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the New Testament Literature associated with 

John, with due consideration of their historical, cultural and 

religious settings/contexts.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a basic familiarity with the main issues associated 

with the study of the Johannine literature 

¶ demonstrate an elementary knowledge of how the 

principal literary forms in the Johannine literature 

communicate their theological content 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from the Johannine 

literature 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the study of the 

Johannine literature. 

¶ display a basic ability to recognise the relevance of the 

Johannine literature for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. An introduction to the Gospel and Epistles of John 

2. Johnôs community as reflected in these texts 

3. The distinctive literary style of the Gospel 

4. Key theological concepts in the Johannine tradition 

5. Exegesis of selected passages 

6. The Revelation of John as a distinctive literary and 

theological unit 

7. Issues of authorship in the Johannine literature 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (2000 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Ashton, John. (ed). The Interpretation of John. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1997. 

Culpepper, R. A.  The Gospel and Letters  of John. Nashville: Abingdon, 1998. 

Lee, Dorothy.   The Symbolic Narratives of the Fourth Gospel.  New York: Crossroad, 

2002 

Moloney, Francis J. The Gospel of John. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1998. 

Morris, Leon. The Gospel According to John. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1995. 

Painter, J. 1, 2 and 3 John. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2002. 

Painter, J. The Quest for the Messiah: The History, Literature and Theology of the 

Johannine Community. rev. ed. Nashville: Abingdon, 1993. 

Smith, D. M. The Theology of the Gospel of John, Cambridge, Cambridge University, 1995. 
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BD269_ GENERAL EPISTLES & REVELATION  

Course Workload 9 credit points, single trimester subject, 162 demand hours 

Pre-requisite BD 100 

Academic Staff Randall Edwards, BA (Norwest, 1971), MDiv (Emmanuel, 

1976), MA(Rel) (Emmanuel, 1977) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This subject surveys the epistles of James, Peter, 1 John and 

Revelation.  It identifies sources of hope for Christians who wish 

to be faithful to Christ under circumstances of chaos, violence and 
suffering.  It pays particular attention to the genre of apocalyptic 

literature as a 'lens' through which to interpret the present in the 

light of God's future. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ Identify the General Epistles and Revelation in their 

historical context  

¶ Demonstrate an understanding of suffering and hope 

in times of chaos and upheaval 

¶ Relate the historical circumstances of the first century 

church to contemporary church and personal life  

¶ Develop basic skills in interpreting and understanding 

apocalyptic literature  

¶ Appreciate the biblical themes of perseverance and 

faithfulness in times of discouragement 

¶ Value the response of the primitive Christians whose 

steadfastness is a challenge to our faith 

 

Content 1. The genre of apocalyptic 

2. The theme of suffering as found in the General 

Epistles and Revelation 

3. The major themes of the letters of James, 1 Peter, 1 

John and Revelation  

4. An overview of the history of persecution of the early 

church 

5. The development of the understanding of life after 

death, eschatology and eternal hope  

6. An understanding of how heresies are confronted in 

these texts 
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Delivery Mode This subject will be presented in distance education mode.  

Learning sources and strategies include study guide notes, a 

book of source readings, an optional facilitation (involving 

discussion, small groups, debates, individual meditations) 

and assessment (including article reviews, essay, portfolios 

and field assignments). 

Assessment Major essay 2000 words (60%), field assignment 1500 words 

(40%) 

Representative 

References 

 

 

Aune, D. E.  Revelation (3 vols).  Nashville:  Word, 1997 ï 1998. 

Beale, G. K.  The Book of Revelation:  a Commentary on the Greek Text.  Grand 

Rapids:  Eerdmans, 1999. 

Beasley-Murray, G. R. The Book of Revelation, New Century Bible Commentary.  

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992 

Bowker, J.  Problems of Suffering in Religions of the World.  Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1997 

Clowney, E.  The Message of 1 Peter.  Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2002 

Dawn, Marva, J. Joy in Our Weakness: a Gift of Hope from the Book of 

Revelation.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2002 

Inbody, T.  The Transforming God: an Interpretation of Suffering and Evil.  

Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1997 

Johnson, L. T.  Brother of Jesus, Friend of God, Studies in the Letter of James.  

Cambridge: Eerdmans Publishing, 2004 

Lindars, B. Edwards, R. B., Court, J. M. The Johannine Literature.  Sheffield:  

Sheffield Academic Press, 2000 

McKnight, Scott. 1 Peter, The NIV Application Commentary.  Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Zondervan, 1996 

Osborne, G. R.  Revelation.  Grand Rapids, Michigan:  Baker, 2002 

Sleeper, F. C. The Victorious Christ: a Study of the Book of Revelation.  

Kentucky: Westminster John Knox Press, 1996 

Witherington, B.  Revelation Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 2003 
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BD272_ ROMANS 

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Alan Harley, BTh (ADS Chicago 1965), MTh (ADS Chicago 

1966), DipCS (Oxford Brooks University 2000), CertHE 
(Westminster Institute of Education, Oxford 2002), MACE ThD 

(Geneva Theological College USA 1972), Sessional 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the letter to the Romans, with due consideration of 

their historical, cultural and religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display basic familiarity with the main issues associated 

with the study of the letter to the Romans 

¶ demonstrate elementary understanding of how certain 

literary forms in Romans help to communicate their 

theological content 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from Romans 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the study of Romans 

¶ display an elementary appreciation of the relevance of 

Romans for contemporary Christian preaching, teaching 

and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

Romans 

2. Literary and rhetorical study of Romans 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the book of Romans 

4. Aspects of the theology of Romans 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (2000 words, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Byrne, B.  Romans.  Collegeville: Michael Glazier, 1996. 

Donfried, K. P. (ed).  The Romans Debate: Revised and Expanded Ed.  Peabody: Hendrickson 
2001. 

Dunn, J. D. G.  The Theology of Paul the Apostle.  Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1998. 

Dunn, J. D. G. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to St Paul. Cambridge: CUP, 2003. 

Esler, P.F. Conflict and Identity in Romans. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003 

Moo, D. J. The Epistle to the Romans (New International Commentary on the New Testament). 

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Murphy-OôConnor, J.  Paul.  Oxford: Clarendon, 1996. 

Nanos, M.D.  The Mystery of Romans.  Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996. 

Storm, M.  Reframing Paul. Conversations in Grace and Community.  Downerôs Grove: IVP, 

2000. 

Witherington, B. and D. Hyatt. Paulôs Letter to the Romans, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. 
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BD273_ THE CORINTHIAN CORRESPONDENCE  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of 1 and 2 Corinthians, with due consideration of 

their historical, cultural and religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a basic ability to identify the main issues 

associated with the study of the Corinthian 

correspondence 

¶ demonstrate elementary understanding of how the 

principal literary forms in 1 and 2 Corinthians 

communicate their theological content 

¶ exegete basic selected passages from 1 and 2 Corinthians 

¶ make use of secondary literature for the study of 1 and 2 

Corinthians 

¶ give a basic account of the relevance of the Corinthian 

correspondence for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

the Corinthian correspondence 

2. Literary and rhetorical study of 1 and 2 Corinthians 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the books of 1 and 2 

Corinthians 

4. Aspects of the theology of the Corinthian correspondence 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

 

Assessment Methods Minor essay (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay (2000 words,  40%) 
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Representative References 

Barnett, P. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians. New International Commentary on the 

New Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997. 

Dunn, J. D. G.  The Theology of Paul the Apostle.  Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1998. 

Dunn, J. D. G. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to St Paul. Cambridge: CUP, 2003. 

Fee, G. D. The First Epistle to the Corinthians. New International Commentary on the New 

Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Furnish, V. P The Theology of the First Letter to the Corinthians. NTT. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1999. 

Murphy-OôConnor, J. The Theology of the Second Letter to the Corinthians. NTT. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1991. 

Strom, M.  Reframing Paul. Conversations in Grace and Community.  Downerôs Grove: IVP, 

2000. 

Thiselton, A.C. The First Epistle to the Corinthians. NIGTC, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2000. 

Thrall, M. E.  A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 2 

vols. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1994. 

Witherington III, B.  Conflict and Community in Corinth: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on 1 

and 2 Corinthians. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994. 
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BD282_ HEBREWS AND THE GENERAL EPISTLES  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh (Griffith 
2006), Associate Lecturer; David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 

1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of Hebrews and the General Epistles, with due 

consideration of their historical, cultural and religious 

settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ understand the main issues associated with the study of 

Hebrews and the General Epistles 

¶ appreciate how the principal literary forms in Hebrews 

and the General Epistles communicate their theological 

content 

¶ exegete selected passages from Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 

Peter, and Jude 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the study of 

Hebrews and the General Epistles 

¶ give a basic account of the relevance of Hebrews and the 

General Epistles for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

Hebrews and the General Epistles  

2. Characteristic literary forms of Hebrews and the General 

Epistles and their content 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the books of Hebrews, 

James, 1 and 2 Peter, and Jude 

4. Aspects of the theology of Hebrews and the General 

Epistles 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Minor essay (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay (2000 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Chester, A. and Martin, R.P. The Theology of the Letters of James, Peter, and Jude. 

Cambridge: CUP, 1994.  

deSilva, David Arthur. Perseverance in Gratitude: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on the 

Epistle "To the Hebrews". Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Elliott, J.J. 1 Peter. New York: Doubleday, 2000. 

Harrington, D.J. Jude and 2 Peter. Collegeville: Liturgical, 2003. 

Hartin, P.J. James. Collegeville: Liturgical, 2003. 

Johnson, L.T. The Letter of James. New York: Doubleday, 1995.  

Koester, C.R. Hebrews. New York: Doubleday, 2001.  

Moo, Douglas J. The Letter of James. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Painter, J. Just James: The Brother of Jesus in History and Tradition. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 

1999. 

Perkins, P. First and Second Peter, James and Jude. Louisville: John Knox, 1995. 
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ED203_ PERSONAL AND PUBLIC ETHICS  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 36 cr pts in any area. This unit may be cross-assigned to 

Theology 

Academic Staff Shane Clifton, BEc (Macquarie 1992), AdvDipTh (ACT 

1998), BTh (SCD 2001), PhD (ACU 2005), Lecturer; 

Stephen Fogarty, BA (Murdoch 1981), MA(Theol) (ACT 

2000), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is designed to explore theological and 

philosophical bases of ethical decision making, and to 

facilitate guided reflection on personal morality and societal 

ethical issues.   

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ describe and evaluate various theological and philosophical 

foundations of contemporary ethical inquiry  

¶ appreciate the necessity of constructing and articulating a 

sound and consistent response to contemporary ethical issues 

¶ apply ethical theory to various situations that arise in the 

context of family, church, vocation and society as a whole 

Subject Content 1. Foundations of ethical inquiry: ethics as a discipline, its nature 
and function 

2. Using the Bible in ethics: methodological issues involved in 

moving from Scripture to ethical issues in the modern world 

3. Ethical theories: including utilitarianism, absolutism, 
situationalism and virtue ethics 

4. Individual decision-making based on ethical theory and 

considering the role of conscience  

5. Contemporary ethical issues, including sexual morality, 

nationalism, wealth and poverty, abortion and euthanasia, bio-

ethics 

6. Seminar: Ethical Issues arising in the specific context of the 

studentôs discipline (pastoral ministry, counselling, creative 

arts, communications, business etc.) 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Reflective Paper (10%, 500 words); Reading Reflections                        

(20%, 750 words); Group Presentation (30%, 10-20 minutes 

+ 1 page write-up); Essay (40%, 2000 words) 

 

Representative References 

Clark, D. Rakestraw R (eds.). Readings in Christian Ethics. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1996. 

Grenz, S. The Moral Quest: Foundations of Christian Ethics. London: Apollos, 1997. 

Hauerwas, S.  A Better Hope. Grand Rapids: Brazos Press, 2000. 

Kilner, J., Hook, C. and Uustal, D (eds.). Cutting-Edge Bioethics. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans 2002. 

Lovin, R. Christian Ethics.  Nashville: Abingdon, 2000.  

Macarthur, J., The Vanishing Conscience. Milton Keynes: Nelson, 2005. 

Mackay, H.  Right and Wrong: How to Decide for Yourself.  Sydney: Hodder Headline, 2004. 

Rogers, E (ed.).  Theology and Sexuality.  Oxford: Blackwell, 2002. 

Shaw, W. Social and Personal Ethics.  5
th
 ed. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 2004. 
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ED210_ BIBLICAL ANSWERS FOR LIFE'S 

QUESTIONS 

Course Workload 9 credit points, single trimester subject, 162 demand hours 

Pre or Co requisites Nil  

Academic Staff Stuart Devenish, BTh (Murdoch, 1992), MA Theol (ACT, 

1994), PhD (ECU, 2002) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This subject is designed to introduce students to the 

foundations of Christian ethics from the biblical sources.  It 

identifies critical issues for Christian ministry in an amoral 

culture, providing students with a framework for theological 

reflection and a platform upon which to base their missional 

and pastoral ministries. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ Demonstrate an awareness of the foundations of Christian 

ethics from the biblical sources 

¶ Identify a range of Christian and non-Christian 

approaches to ethics 

¶ Formulate a basic defence of Christian ethics in an 

amoral culture 

¶ Incorporate a biblical 'ethnic' into their ministries 

¶ Appreciate the Christian community as the embodiment 

of the values of the kingdom of God 

¶ Value the importance of ethical behaviour as the link-

point between faith and practice 

 

Subject Content 1. Greek philosophy and classical approaches to ethics 

2. OT foundations: the prophetic consciousness 

3. NT foundations: Jesus and the gospels, Poor and the 

gospel 

4. life-and-death ethics: abortion, euthanasia and capital 

punishment 

5. Sexual ethics: sex before marriage, homosexuality and 

divorce 

6. Political ethics: just war, illegal immigrants and political 

correctness 

7. Towards a Christian 'ethical' theology 
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Delivery Methods This subject will be presented in distance education mode.  

Learning sources and strategies include study guide notes, a 

book of source readings, an optional facilitation (involving 

small-group discussion, debates, individual meditations) and 

assessment (including article reviews, an essay, portfolios 

and field assignments). 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay 2000 words (60%), field assignment 1500 words 

(40%) 

 

Representative References 

Grenz, S. Sexual Ethics: a biblical perspective. Dallas: Word Publishing, 1990 

Hauerwas, S. & Wells, S. (Eds.). The Blackwell Companion to Christian Ethics. Oxford: 

Blackwell Publishing, 2004 
Hays, R. B. The Moral Vision of the New Testament: a contemporary introduction to New 

Testament ethics. San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 1996 

McIntyre, A. After Virtue. Notre Dame, Indiana: University of Notre Dame Press, 1984 

Rae, S. Moral Choices: an Introduction to Ethics. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1995  
Rosner, B. S. Understanding Paul's Ethics: 20th-century approaches. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Eerdmans, 1995 

Stassen G. H.  & Gushee, D.P. Kingdom Ethics: following Jesus in contemporary context. 
Downers Grove, Illinois: IVP, 2003 

Wogaman, J.P. Christian Ethics: a historical introduction. London: SPCK, 1994 

Yoder, J. H. The Politics of Jesus. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994 
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ED270_ CHRISTIA N ETHICS AND CONTEMPORARY 

ISSUES 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 36 cr pts in any area 

Academic Staff Allan Driver, ThL (ACT 1993), BTh (SCD 1999), Associate 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit allows students opportunity to apply Biblical 

principles to ethical issues. It provides a foundation for 

Christian praxis both in personal life and in the pastoral 

context. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ explain the way ethical principles have a Biblical 

foundation. 

¶ analyse contemporary issues with a view to making 

moral judgment. 

¶ develop the skill of applying Biblical teaching to 

contemporary individual and social ethical situations. 

¶ value the importance of ethics for personal spiritual 

growth. 

¶ appreciate the diversity of the moral issues they must 

respond to in contemporary society. 

Subject Content 1. The relationship between theology and ethics. 

2. The relationship between faith and obedience. 

3. The relationship between Godôs character and holiness 
and human behaviour. 

4. The Biblical foundations and principles of ethical 

teaching in Old and New Testaments. 

5. Tensions and unity in Biblical ethical teaching. 

6. The holiness of God. 

7. Biblical ethics as a basis for contemporary decision 

making. 

8. Contemporary ethical issues. 

Delivery Methods Classroom and intensive learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Short paper (1000 words) 20%; Exegesis (1500 words) 30%; 

Essay (2000 words) 50%. 

 

Representative References 

Balswick, J K & J O. Authentic Human Sexuality, Downers Grove: IVP, 1999 

Cole-Turner, R (ed). Human Cloning: Religious Responses, Louisville, KY: Westminster 

John Knox, 1997 

De Young, J B. Homosexuality, Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2002 

Hill, Alexander. Just Business: Christian Ethics in the Market Place, Carlisle: 

Paternoster, 1997 

Kilner, John F. The Reproductive Revolution, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000  

Sharp, D R. No Partiality: The Idolatry of Race and the New Humanity, Downers Grove: 

IVP 2002 

Stott, J.R.W. New Issues Facing Christians, London: Marshall Pickering, 1999 

Wright, C J H. Living as the People of God, Downers Grove: IVP 2000 
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HD109_ CHURCH HISTORY SURVEY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 overall demand 

hours; 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Alan Harley, BTh (ADS Chicago 1965), MTh (ADS Chicago 

1966), DipCS (Oxford Brookes University 2000), CertHE 

(Westminster Institute of Education Oxford 2002), MACE ThD 

(Geneva Theological College USA 1972), Sessional Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the history of the Christian church 

from its beginnings to today giving special, though not 

exclusive, emphasis to the church in the Western world.    

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a general knowledge of the Christian churchôs 

history, being able to identify the key turning points and 

milestones in its story 

¶ identify the key events, personalities, and issues that have 

significantly shaped the development of the churchôs thought  

¶ distinguish between primary and secondary materials and use 

such sources appropriately     

¶ show an ability to identify the theological ramifications of 

significant events  

¶ value the contribution that historical perspective makes to 

the churchôs contemporary self-understanding and 

mission   

Subject Content 1. The social and religious background of the early church  

2. The hellenization of the Christian church 

3. The ideal of christendom 

4. Eastern and Western Church divergence 

5. Reformations 

6. Rationalism and revivalism 

7. Ecumenism and convergence 

8. The Christian Churches in the contemporary world 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Major Essay (50%, 2000 words); Reading/Reflection 

Portfolio (40%, 1500 words); Written Tutorial (10%, 700 

words). 

 

Prescribed Text 

Noll, M. Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Academic, 2000. 

Representative References 

Briggs, J.H.Y., Linder, Robert D. and Wright, David F. (eds.) Introduction to the History of 

Christianity: First Century to the Present Day.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 2006. 

Brown, Peter. The Rise of Western Christendom: Triumph and Diversity AD 200-1000. 2
nd

 
edition. Cambridge: Blackwell, 2003.  

Chadwick, Owen, ed.  The Pelican History of the Church 6 vols. (rev. ed.). New York: Penguin, 

1994. 

Fletcher, Richard.  The Barbarian Conversion: From Paganism to Christianity.  New York: 
Henry Holt, 1997.  

Livingstone, Elizabeth, (ed.). The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church. 3
rd
 ed.  New York: 

Oxford University Press, 1997. 

Noll, Mark A.  The Rise of Evangelicalism: The Age of Edwards, Whitefield and the Wesleys.  

Grand Rapids: InterVarsity Press, 2004.  

Shelley, Bruce L.  Church History in Plain Language.  2
nd

 edition. Dallas: Word. 1995.  
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HD119_ EARLY AND MEDIEVAL CHURCH 

HISTORY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with HD210 

Academic Staff Alan Harley, BTh (ADS Chicago 1965), MTh (ADS Chicago 

1966), DipCS (Oxford Brookes University 2000), CertHE 

(Westminster Institute of Education Oxford 2002), MACE 

ThD (Geneva Theological College USA 1972), Sessional 

Lecturer; Audrey Porter, BAppSc (USA 1982), BMin (NTC 

2002), BA (UQ 2006), Associate Lecturer; Don Stormer, MA 

(UNZ 1958), DipEd (NZ Dept Ed 1962), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit allows the student to explore the history of the 
church from its emergence to 1500 CE set against the broader 

context of society and culture. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a knowledge of the major events, 

personalities and issues that shaped the history of the 

church in this period 

¶ show detailed knowledge of the major streams of 

Christian thought and their place in the ancient and 

medieval world 

¶ demonstrate an ability to distinguish between and to 

utilise primary and secondary sources 

¶ demonstrate an ability to analyse the results of such 

research 

¶ appreciate the value and challenge of historical 

consciousness for engaging with issues that confront the 

contemporary church   

Subject Content 1. The social and religious background of the early church 

2. Christianityôs Rise and Expansion 

3. European Mission and Conversion 

4. The Great Schism 

5. The Middle Ages 

6. Defending Christendom 
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7. Reform and the Church 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor Essay (40%, 1500 words); Major Essay (60%, 2500 

words) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Gonzalez, J. L. The Story of Christianity, Vol 1: The Early Church to the Dawn of 

Reformation, San Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 1984. 

Representative References 

Bettenson, H. (ed).  Documents of the Christian Church. Revised by C. Maunder. 

London, New York: OUP, 1999. 

Briggs, J.H.Y., Linder, Robert D. and Wright, David F. (eds.) Introduction to the History of 

Christianity: First Century to the Present Day.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 2006. 

Davidson, Ivor J. A Public Faith: From Constantine to the Medieval World, AD 312 ï 

600. Baker History of the Church. Oxford: Monarch, 2005. 

Davidson, Ivor J. A The Birth of the Church: From Jesus to Constantine AD 30 ï 312. 

Baker History of the Church. Oxford: Monarch, 2005. 

Kreider, A.  The Origins of Christendom in the West.  Edinburgh: T & T Clark: 2001. 

Lawrence, C.H.  Medieval Monasticism.  London: Longman, 2000. 

OôGrady, D.  Beyond the Empire.  New York: Crossroad Publishing Company, 2001. 
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HD152_ THE REFORMATION AND AFTER  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with HD159  

Academic Staff Don Stormer, MA (UNZ 1958), DipEd (NZ Dept Ed 1962), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides students with the historical overview 

necessary to assist in the development of a historical approach to 

religious phenomena of the past. This unit also allows some 

advanced units in Church History to be placed in their historical 

context. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ outline the history of the main Christian churches. 

¶ identify the key individuals who helped shape that history, and 

to have begun to evaluate their contribution. 

¶ discuss the main ideas, issues and movements of the churches 

of this period. 

¶ identify what has shaped Australiaôs Christian traditions and 

overseas churches where Australians serve. 

¶ appreciate their own church traditions and personal beliefs 

within a broader historical perspective. 

¶ value the contribution that church history can make to the life 

of the church. 

Subject Content 1. Humanism, 

2. The Reformation. 

3. Puritanism. 

4. Modern Ecumenism. 

5. Movements within the Catholic and Orthodox Churches. 

6. An examination of individuals from Erasmus to the present day 

who have been significant in the continuing development of the 

church. 

7. Religious uniformity, óthe godly magistrateô, Church and State, 
Church and Sect. 

8. Toleration and religious pluralism, anti clericalism and 

secularism, revivalism, evangelism at home and abroad; the 

contribution of women. 
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Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required 

Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment 

Methods 

Short paper (750 words, 20%); Essay (1000 words, 30%); Essay 

(2500 words, 50%) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Gonzalez, J L. The Story of Christianity Vol 2. San Francisco: Harper Collins, 1985. 

Representative References 

Briggs, J.H.Y., Linder, Robert D. and Wright, David F. (eds.) Introduction to the History of 

Christianity: First Century to the Present Day.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 2006. 

Brown, Harold O J. Heresies: Heresy and Orthodoxy in the History of the Church, 

Peabody: Hendrickson, 1998 

Cairns, Earle E. Christianity through the Centuries, 3rd edition, Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1996 

Noll, Mark A. Turning Points, Downers Grove: IVP, 1997 

Spickard, P R. & Cragg, K M et al. God's Peoples: A Social History of Christians, Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 1994 

Yates, T. Christian mission in the 20th century, London: Cambridge, 1994 
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HD159_ THE CHURCH:  REFORMATION TO 

PRESENT 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with HD152 

Academic Staff Alan Harley, BTh (ADS Chicago 1965), MTh (ADS Chicago 

1966), DipCS (Oxford Brookes University 2000), CertHE 

(Westminster Institute of Education Oxford 2002), MACE 

ThD (Geneva Theological College USA 1972), Sessional 

Lecturer; Audrey Porter, BAppSc (USA 1982), BMin (NTC 

2002), BA (UQ 2006), Associate Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit allows students to explore the history of the 

church, its doctrine, practice, and worship, from the 

Reformation to the present. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display an understanding of the key events and themes of the 

Reformation and the ensuing development of the Christian 

church 

¶ demonstrate a general knowledge of the key figures of this 

period 

¶ identify the significant primary historical documents relating to 

this period 

¶ understand the theological consequences of these events on the 

faith and practice of the church 

¶ appreciate the significance of the Reformation in terms of its 

impact upon subsequent historical and theological development 
 

Subject Content 1. Background to the Reformation  

2. The Reformation in Europe and Britain  

3. The counter reformation  

4. Roman Catholic and Evangelical debate  

5. The Ecumenical Movement  

6. The Wesleys and Methodism  

7. The 19
th
 century revival  

8. Vatican II  

9. World Council of Churches  
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10.Modern ecumenism 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major Essay (2500 words, 60%);  Examination (1 hour, 40%) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Cairns, E. Christianity through the Centuries. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 1996. 

Representative References 

Briggs, J.H.Y., Linder, Robert D. and Wright, David F. (eds.) Introduction to the History of 

Christianity: First Century to the Present Day.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 2006. 

Edwards, D.  Christianity: The First Two Thousand Years.  Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 
1997.  

Estep, W.  Renaissance and Reformation.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1998. 

Haigh, C.  English Reformation.  Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1993. 

Hastings, A. (ed).  A World History of Christianity.  Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1999. 

McGrath, A.  Reformation Thought ï An Introduction. (2
nd

 ed).  Oxford: Blackwell, 1993. 
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HD169_ HISTORY OF MISSIONAL MOVEMENTS IN 

CHRISTIAN HISTORY  

Course Workload 9 credit points, single trimester subject, 162 demand hours 

Prerequisites or Co-

requisites 

Nil  

Academic Staff Martin Dowson, BA (Macquarie, 1988), MA (Macquarie, 

1992), PhD (UWS, 2000), BTh (SCD, 2002) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This subject introduces students to those missional 

movements which have left an enduring impact on the 

history and character of the Christian Church. Attention will 

be given to catalytic leaders, but it is the methods they used 

and the movements which they sparked which will hold our 

primary attention. Missional movements within the 

Australian church will be featured.   

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ Outline major missional movements in the history of the 

church from New Testament times to the present 

¶ Describe the key features of missional movements in the 

church with reference to wider social and historical 

events ï including those most relevant to the Australian 

context 

¶ Analyse the primary sources for evidence of missional 

practices and understandings germane to various 

historical periods 

¶ Identify the relevance of a range of historical and 

contemporary conceptions of mission for present day 

practice in ministry and mission 

¶ Value the contribution of history to the churchôs 

understanding of its present and past missional 

orientations 

¶ Appreciate the significance and impact of historical 

events, persons, processes and ideas with respect to 

personal understandings and commitments to mission 

Subject Content 1. Major movements in the mission of the church, i.e. the 

early church, the monastic movement, the Celtic church, 

the Jesuits 

2. Key leaders and thinkers in mission, missiology and 

missional theology, and their impact on the churchôs 

understanding of itself in mission. 
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3. Major social and historical movements, processes and 

events impacting on the mission of the church. 

4. The Australian historical context of mission. 

5. Contemporary understandings of mission from a 

historical perspective and their relevance to present day 

ministry and missional settings. 

6. Potential futures for mission in the Western world in 

general and Australia in particular.  

Delivery Methods Distance education including readings, study notes, and 

assigned work with on-line and optional face-to-face study 

support options.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay 2000 words (60%), field assignment 1500 words 

(40%).  

 

Representative References 

Anderson, G.H. (Ed.) Biographical Dictionary of Christian Missions. New York: Simon & 

Schuster Macmillan, 1998 

 
Bosch, D.J. Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in the Theology of Mission. Maryknoll, NY: 

Orbis Books. 1992 

Larkin, W.J. & Williams J.F.  Mission in the New Testament. Marynoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1998 

Neill, S. & Chadwick, O. A History of Christian Missions, 2
nd

 ed. London: Penguin Books, 1990 

 

Olson, C.G. What In the World Is God Doing? Springfield, MO: Global Gospel Publishers. 2003 

Scherer, J. Gospel, church, and kingdom: Comparative studies in world, mission and theology. 

Minneapolis, MI: Augsburg Publishing House, 1987 

Stumme, W. Bible and Mission: Biblical Foundation and Working Models for Congregational 

Ministry. Minneapolis, MI: Augsburg Publishing House, 1986 

Steyne, P.M.  The God Of the Nations. Houston, TX: Touch Publications, 1992 

 

Tucker, R. From Jerusalem to Irian Jaya. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004 

Van Engen, C. Footprints of God: A Narrative Theology of Mission. Monrovia, CA: World 

Vision Publications, 2000 
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Van Rheenen, G. Missions: Biblical Foundations & Contemporary Strategies. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1996 

 

HD210_ THE EARLY CHURCH  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 HD cr pts at 100-level 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with HD119 

Academic Staff Alan Harley, BTh (ADS Chicago 1965), MTh (ADS Chicago 

1966), DipCS (Oxford Brookes University 2000), CertHE 

(Westminster Institute of Education Oxford 2002), MACE ThD 
(Geneva Theological College USA 1972), Sessional Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is designed to provide students with an 

overview and general understanding of the early centuries of 

Christian history. It will enable students to position their 

other theological studies in a historical context. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ develop a general understanding of the historical context and 

social setting of the early church 

¶ understand the key contributions of leading figures in the early 

Church 

¶ use primary sources and secondary studies to develop an 

understanding of developments in the early Church 

¶ articulate an understanding of the historical milieu in which 

the patristic writers lived and worked, being able accurately to 

place them in the context of the late classical world     

¶ value the contribution made by the patristic writers and their 

abiding relevance to todayôs church    

Subject Content 1. Origins of Christianity: development of church order; 

relations with the Roman state; persecution and 

martyrdom 

2. Internal tensions within early Christianity: heresies, 

creeds, canons and authority structures 

3. The encounter with and the accommodation between early 

Christianity and late Hellenistic society and culture 

4. The Constantinian Church: imperial Christianity, the 

reactions to it and the beginnings of monasticism 

5. The formative controversies of early Christianity: 

Trinitarian and Christological disputes; the first 
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Ecumenical Councils 

6. The Church in a declining Empire: relations with 

immigrant groups; evangelisation beyond the Empire   

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.    

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Document analysis (20%, 1000 words); 2 Essays (each 40%, 

1500 words) 

 

Prescribed Texts 

Davidson, Ivor J. A Public Faith: From Constantine to the Medieval World, AD 312-600. 

Baker History of the Church. Oxford: Monarch, 2005 

Davidson, Ivor J. The Birth of the Church: From Jesus to Constantine AD 30-312.Baker 

History of the Church. Oxford: Monarch, 2005 

Representative References 

Ehrman, Bart D. and Andrew S. Jacobs. Christianity in Late Antiquity. 300-450C.E. (A 

reader) New York: Oxford University Press, 2004. 

Harding, Mark. Early Christian Life and Thought in Social Context: A Reader. London & 

New York: T & T Clark International, 2003. 

Hastings, Adrian, ed. A World History of Christianity. London: Cassell, 1999. 

Stevenson, James. (rev. & ed. W.H.C. Frend). A New Eusebius. London: SPCK, 1987. 

Stevenson, James. (rev. & ed. W.H.C. Frend). Creeds, Councils and Controversies. 

London: SPCK, 1989. 

Vallée, Gérard. The Shaping of Christianity: The History and Literature of its Formative 

Centuries (100-800). New York: Paulist Press, 1999. 
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HD266_ THE CHURCH IN AUSTRALASIA  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 HD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Don Stormer, MA (UNZ 1958), DipEd (NZ Dept Ed 1962), 
Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides the historical overview necessary 

to understand the present religious satiation in Australasia 

and encourages Christians to more effective witness in the 

21
st
 century. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ explain the development of the current church scene in 

Australia and New Zealand. 

¶ analyse the ways in which the spiritual has been 

influenced by the secular. 

¶ interpret the church to a non churched person. 

¶ assess the extent to which Australia and New Zealand 

mirror the church elsewhere. 

¶ appreciate the significance religion has in the 

development of Australian and New Zealand society. 

Subject Content 1. Religious expressions at the time of the first settlement. 

2. The establishment of the church in Australia. 

3. The establishment of the church in New Zealand. 

4. The church in the pre-Federation colonies. 

5. Main trends since Federation, including continuing 

influences from abroad, Australiaôs influence overseas, 

ecumenism, immigration, and mission. 

6. The relationship between the church and the state (eg 

education, state aid). 

7. The church and Aboriginal people. 

8. The churchôs response to justice and social issues (eg 
war, migration). 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Short paper (750 words) 20%; Essay (1000 words) 30%; 

Essay (2000 words) 50%. 

 

Prescribed Texts 

Davidson, Allan K. Christianity in Aotearoa: A History of Church and Society in New 

Zealand. 3
rd
 edition. Wellington: Education for Ministry, 2004. 

Piggin, S. Spirit of a Nation: Stories from Australiaôs Christian Heritage, Sydney : 

Strand Pub., 2004. 

Representative References 

Harris, J. One Blood: 200 Years of Aboriginal Encounter with Christianity, Sydney: 

Albatross, rev ed, 1994. 

Hutchinson, M & Campion, E (eds). Re-Visioning Australian Colonial Christianity: New 

Essays in the Australian Christian Experience 1788-1900, Centre for the Study of 

Australian Christianity, 1994. 

Hutchinson, M & Campion, E (eds). Reviving Australia: New Essays on the History and 

Experience of Revival and Revivalism in Australian Christianity, Sydney: Centre 

for Study of Australian Christianity, 1994. 

Kaldor, P et al. Winds of Change: The Experience of Church in a Changing Australia, 

Homebush: Lancer, 1994. 

Piggin, Stuart. Evangelical Christianity in Australia: Spirit, Word and World, Oxford: 

OUP, 1996. 

Thompson, R C. Religion in Australia: A History, Oxford: Oxford, 1994. 
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HD285_ THE RESTORATION MOVEMENT  

Course Workload 9 points, single trimester subject, 162 demand hours 

Pre or Co requisites Nil  

Academic Staff Rick Lewis, BA (Macquarie, 1988), DMin (Fuller, 2001) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This subject assists students to study the background, 

inauguration and development of the Campbell-Stone 

movement, focusing on the concern for Christian union, the 

concern for the restoration of New Testament authority, and 

the need to balance these two with an applicable concept of 

Christian liberty in the area of nonessentials. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ Understand the history, nature and aims of the 

Restoration Movement 

¶ Recognise the reasons for the existence of the 

Restoration Movement 

¶ Explain the theological emphases of the Restoration 

Movement 

¶ Evaluate at a basic level the Restoration Movement in 

its development and contemporary manifestations 

¶ Appreciate the place of the Restoration Movement 

within the total Church 

¶ Value the contribution of the Restoration Movement 

to the ecumenical movement 

Subject Content 1. The origins of the Restoration Movement in Great 

Britain 

2. The origins of the Restoration Movement in America 

3. the development of the Restoration Movement in both 

Great Britain and America 

4. The development of the theology of the Restoration 

Movement 

5. The origins of the Restoration Movement in New 

Zealand 

6. The origin and history of the Restoration Movement 

in Australia 

7. the literature and controversies of the Restoration 

Movement in Australia 
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Delivery Methods The subject will be presented in distance education mode.  

Learning sources and strategies include study guide notes, a 

book of source readings, and optional facilitation (involving 

discussion, small groups, debates, individual meditations) 

and assessment (including article reviews, essays, portfolios 

and field assignments). 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay 2000 words (60%), field assignment 1500 words 

(40%). 

 

Representative References 

Allen, C. L., & Hughes, R. Discovering Our Roots. Abilene: ACU Press, 1988 

Campbell, A.  The Christian System. (3
rd
 ed.) London: Gospel Advocate Company, 1974 

Chapman, G.  One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism. A history of the Churches of Christ in 

Australia.  Melbourne: Vital Publications, 1979 

Cochrane, L.  The Fool of God.  New York: Duell, Sloane & Peirce, 1958 
Ewers, G. A Century of Worship and Witness: 1890-1990, Melbourne: Vital Publications, 1993 

Foster, D., Blowers, P., Dunnavant, A., Williams, D., (Eds.) The Encyclopedia of the Stone-

Campbell Movement, Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 2004 
Foster, D. & Holloway, G. Renewing God's People. Abilene: ACU Press, 2001 

Garrett, L.  The Stone-Campbell Movement: an Anecdotal History. Minnesota: College Press, 

1981 

Garrett, L.  The Stone-Campbell Movement. Joplin: College Press, 1994 
Garrison, W.E. & de Groot, A.T.  The Disciples of Christ (3

rd
 ed.). St Louis: Bethany Press, 1980 

Ketcherside, WC & Garrett, L. Our Heritage of Unity and Fellowship. Schereville, In: Hook 

Publications, 1994 
Murch, J. D.  Christians Only. 2

nd
 ed. Burlington, Wisconsin: Standard Press, 1972 

Roper, D.  Voices Crying in the Wilderness.  Abilene: Restoration Press, 1979 

Stevenson, A. W.  Victories of the Century.  Melbourne: Vital Publications, 1990 

Webb, H. In Search of Christianity.  Burlington, Wisconsin: Standard Press, 1990 
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HD286_ HISTORY OF THE WESLEYAN -HOLINESS 

MOVEMENT  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; demand hours 162; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 HD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Paul M. Bassett, BA (ONU, Il 1957), BD (Duke 1960), PhD 

(Duke 1967), Sessional Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to examine the origins, history, growth 

and influences of the Wesleyan-Holiness Movement, and its 

importance as a continuing religious tradition. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a basic understanding of the of the major 

events, personalities and issues that shaped the 

Wesleyan-Holiness movement and the studentsô 

particular church tradition  

¶ give an overview of the development of the Wesleyan-

Holiness Movement into numerous sects, camp meeting 
associations, and churches, identifying the key personalities, 

ideas, turning points and milestones in its story  

¶ evaluate the development of the Wesleyan-Holiness 

movement and the studentsô particular church tradition   

¶ apply the insights gained from this study to the studentsô 

particular church tradition today 

¶ appreciate the significant contributions of the key 

persons, groups, and events that have shaped the 

studentsô particular church tradition today 

Subject Content 1. Wesleyan-Holiness radicalism ï abolitionism, pacifism, 

womenôs rights  

2. Antebellum American Methodism ï circuit riders, evangelists, 

and perfectionists 

3. Entire sanctification as a defining doctrinal centre  

4. Phoebe Palmer and the ñshorter wayò to holiness  

5. ñCome-outersò and restorationists seeking a new kind of 

ecclesia      

6. Denominational formation and movement to the ñchurchò end 
of the ñsect-church continuumò 

7. The origins of Pentecostalism 

8. Internationalization of Wesleyan-Holiness Movement 
denominations, including the emergence of the American 
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Wesleyan-Holiness Movement churches in post-war Australia 

and New Zealand 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and extensive learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Primary Document Study (20%, 750 words); Essay (40%, 

1500 words); Exam (40%) 

 

Representative References 

Anderson, Allan.  An Introduction to Pentecostalism: Global Charismatic Christianity.  

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004. 

Andrews, Dee E.  The Methodists and Revolutionary America, 1760-1800: The Shaping 

of an Evangelical Culture.  Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000. 

Callen, Barry L.  Following the Light: Teachings, Testimonies, Trials, and Triumphs of 

the Church of God Movement (Anderson) ï A Documentary History.  Anderson, 

Indiana: Warner Press, 2000.   

Carpenter, Joel A.  Revive Us Again: The Reawakening of American Fundamentalism.  

New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999. 

Conn, Charles W.  Like a Mighty Army: A History of the Church of God 1886-1995. 

Cleveland: Pathway Press, 1996.  

Kinghorn, Kenneth Cain.  The Heritage of American Methodism.  Nashville: Abingdon 

Press, 1999.  

Land, Steven J. Pentecostal Spirituality: A Passion for the Kingdom. Sheffield: Sheffield 

Academic Press, 1993.   

Synan, Vinson.  The Holiness-Pentecostal Tradition: Charismatic Movements in the 

Twentieth Century .  2
nd

 ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997.  
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HD287_ SALVATION ARMY HISTORY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Dean Smith, BA (UQ 1995), GradDipTh (BCT 1998), MTh 

(Hons) (BCT 2000), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit allows students to explore the history of The 

Salvation Army, its doctrine, practice, and worship, from its 

inception to the present. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display an understanding of the key events that led to The 

Salvation Armyôs emergence in 19
th
 century England 

¶ demonstrate a general knowledge of the key figures who 

shaped the early Salvation Army 

¶ identify the development of The Salvation Armyôs doctrine and 
practice 

¶ trace the expansion of The Salvation Army in global terms 

¶ appreciate the significance of The Salvation Army within the 

tradition of the evangelical Church 
 

Subject Content 1. The Methodist New Connection, The Christian Mission, 

Social Responsibility  

2. Revivalism, women in ministry  

3. William and Catherine Booth  

4. Significant Salvation Army figures  

5. The development of The Salvation Army  

6. The internationalism of The Salvation Army  

7. Salvationist ecclesiology  

8. Salvation Army distinctives, Sacraments  

9. The ongoing mission and engagement with the 

contemporary world. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major Essay (2500 words, 60%); Examination (1 hour, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Clifton, S. Who are These Salvationists? Alexandria, VA: Crest Books, 1999. 

Douglas, J. et.al. Whoôs Who in Christian History. Carol Stream Illinois: Tyndale, 1992. 

Gariepy, H. Mobilised for God: The History of the Salvation Army Volume 8: 1977-1994. 

Atlanta: The Salvation Army, 1999.  

Green, R.J. Catherine Booth. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 1996. 

Hastings, A. (ed). A World History of Christianity. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. 

Hattersley, R. Blood & Fire. London: Little, Brown & Company, 1999. 

Murdoch, N.H. Origins of the Salvation Army. Knoxville: The University of Tennessee Press, 

1994. 

Winston, D. Red-Hot and Righteous. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1999. 
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HD290_ HISTORY AND POLITY OF CHRISTIAN 

BRETHREN CHURC HES 

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 HD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Don Stormer, MA (UNZ 1958), DipEd (NZ Dept Ed 1962),  
Sessional lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides the overview necessary to 

understand the development of Christian Brethren churches 

up to the present time. It assists in the study of culture and 

ministry by providing an historical framework for 

understanding the past with a view to being a church for the 

21
st
 century. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate and understanding of the development of the 

Christian Brethren Church. 

¶ analyse the development of the doctrinal emphasis of the 

Christian Brethren. 

¶ appreciate the context that influences major 

developments that have shaped Christian Brethren 

Churches. 

¶ appreciate the significant contribution made by members 

of Christian Brethren Churches. 

Subject Content 1. The origins of the Christian Brethren Movement. 

2. Lines of development (theological and organisational) 

within the movement in the United Kingdom, Europe and 

North America. 

3. The establishment of churches in Australia and the 

Pacific. 

4. The importance of their missionary endeavour including 

their work among the Aboriginal people. 

5. The influences of the Brethren (eg childrenôs homes, 

Christian camping). 

6. Attitudes to issues of justice, war and migration. 

7. Problems of: division in the 19th century. 

8. Reasons for current problems. 



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated  02/09/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

  

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Short paper (750 words) 20%; Essay (1000 words) 30%; 

Essay (2000 words) 50%. 

 

Representative References 

Catwell, Sylvan, R. The Brethren in Barbados: Gospel Hall Assemblies 1889-1994, St 

George, Barbados, Self published 1995 

Chase, Stephen. The Open Brethren: Origins, Principles & Outreach, Brisbane: Self 

Published, 1990 

Coad, Roy. A History of the Brethren Movement, Carlisle: Paternoster, 1976 

Conard, William W. Family Matters: A Brief Overview of People, Places and Potential 

of the Brethren Movement, Wheaton: Interest Ministries, 1992 

Lineham, Peter. There we found Brethren: A History of Brethren Churches in New 

Zealand, Palmerston North: GPH, 1977 

Newton, Ken. A History of the Brethren in Australia, Indooroopilly: L E Aberdeen, 1999 

Ronco, D D. Risorgimento and the Free Italian Churches: now Churches of the 

 Brethren, Bangor: University of Wales, 1996 

Smith, Nathan D. Roots, Renewal and the Brethren, Pasadena: Hope, 1986 

Summerton, Neil. Local Churches for a New Century: A Strategic Challenge, London: 

Partnership, 1996 
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LD200_ INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN WORSHIP  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; demand hours 162; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 LD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff David B. McEwan, HND (London 1970), MDiv (NTS, 

Kansas City 1986), PhD (UQ 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce students to the study of 

liturgy within the evangelical tradition. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a basic knowledge of the biblical, 

theological and historical foundations for the practice of 

Christian worship within the evangelical tradition 

¶ demonstrate a foundational knowledge of the current 

issues impacting Christian worship within the evangelical 

tradition 

¶ utilise a basic range of liturgical resources 

¶ prepare and conduct a range of liturgical services 

¶ appreciate the riches of the Christian liturgical traditions 

Subject Content 1. The biblical basis for Christian worship 

2. The theology of Christian worship 

3. The historical developments in Christian worship 

4. Current issues in Christian worship 

5. Preparation of a Christian worship service 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and extensive learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Worship Analysis (25%, 1000 words); Worship Planning 

(25%, 1000 words); Essay (50%,  2000 words)  

 

Representative References 

Bellinger, Charles, Wabash CenterðLiturgical Resources. Retrieved August 2, 2006, from 

http://www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/Internet/liturgy.htm  

Dawn, Marva J. A Royal "Waste" of Time: The Splendor of Worshipping God and Being Church 

for the World. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. 

http://www.wabashcenter.wabash.edu/Internet/liturgy.htm
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Dawn, Marva J. Reaching Out Without Dumbing Down: A Theology of Worship for the Turn-of-the-

century Culture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 

Kimball, Dan. The Emerging Church: Vintage Christianity for New Generations. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2002. 

Peterson, David. Engaging with God: A Biblical Theology of Worship. Leicester: Apollos, 1994. 

Plantinga, Cornelius & Sue A. Rozeboom. Discerning the Spirits: A Guide to Thinking About 

Christian Worship Today. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 

Thielen, Martin. Ancient Modern Worship: A Practical Guide to Blending Worship Styles. 

Nashville: Abingdon, 2000. 

Webber, Robert E.  Blended Worship: Achieving Substance and Relevance in Worship. Peabody: 
Hendrickson, 1996. 

Webber, Robert E. Worship Old & New: A Biblical, Historical, and Practical Introduction. Rev. 

ed. Grand Rapids: Zondervan 1994. 

White, James F. Introduction to Christian Worship. 3
rd
 ed. Nashville: Abingdon, 2001. 
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LD220_ PREACHING 1 

Course Workload 9 credit points, single trimester subject, 162 demand hours 

Pre or Co requisites Nil. This unit may be cross-assigned to Pastoral Theology 

and Practice 

Academic Staff Graham Johnston, BRE (Wm Tyndale, 1982), MTh (Dallas, 

1986), DMin (Gordon Conwell, 1998) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This subject introduces students to the basic skills required 

for public communication.  It also addresses issues of self-

awareness in public communication and services a 

foundational subject for those who intend going on to take 

the more advanced preaching units. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ Outline the basic principles of communication 

¶ Analyse audience response and adjust their levels of 

interaction as a result 

¶ Write and present a sermon to a listening audience 

¶ Integrate their own skills and abilities into their 

public communication activities 

¶ Appreciate that effective speech/communication is a 

craft which can be developed 

¶ Value the variety of 'techniques' available to the oral 

communicator 

Subject Content 1. The principles of public 'performance', including 

organisation and preparation of speeches 

2. And had a present a speech; voice production, body 

language, reading and speaking skills 

3. Humour, irony, duration, intensity, voice modulation 

etc 

4. Jesus as a storyteller 

5. 'Who I am' as a foundation for good 

speaking/preaching 

6. The role of the audience in the communication 

experience, highly listening, responding, interacting, 

staying awake 

7. The benefits and limitations of using communication 

technologies 

Delivery Methods This subject will be presented in distance education mode.  



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated  02/09/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

  

Learning sources and strategies include study guide notes, a 

book of source readings, an intensive (involving public 

speaking and sermon exercises, workshops, lectures and 

small groups) and assessments (options include article 

reviews, essays, portfolios and field assignments. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods 3 x 10 minute speeches (30%), 1 x 20 minute sermon 

delivery (40%), 2 x sermon manuscripts (30%). 

 

Representative References 

Banks, R. & Stevens, R.  The Complete Book of Everyday Christianity.  Downers Grove, Illinois: 

Intervarsity Press, 1997 

Brown, D. Dramatic Narrative in Preaching.  New York: Judson Press, 1992 
Litfin, D.  Public Speaking: a Handbook for Christians.  Michigan: Baker Books, 1992 

Reid, L.  Speaking Well.  New York: McGraw-Hill, 1982 

McCarthy P. & Hatcher C. Speaking Persuasively.  Sydney: Allen & Unwin, 1996 

Hoff, R. Say it in Six. Kansas: Universal Press, 1996 
Hybels, B.  Briscoe S. & Robertson, H.  Mastering Contemporary Preaching. Downers Grove, 

Illinois: Intervarsity Press, 1989 

Hostetler, M. Introducing the Sermon.  Michigan: Zondervan Publishing Company, 1994 
Warne, C. & White, P.  How to Hold an Audience without a Rope.  Sydney: ANZEA Press, 1992 
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LD221_ PREACHING 2 

Course Workload  9 credit points, single trimester subject, 162 demand hours 

Pre or Co requisites LD 220. This unit may be cross-assigned to Pastoral 

Theology and Practice 

Academic Staff Graham Johnston, BRE (Wm Tyndale, 1982), MTh (Dallas, 

1986), DMin (Gordon Conwell, 1998) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This subject provides a deeper insight into the preaching act. 

It takes students beyond mere public speaking to issues 

which relate more specifically to preparation and delivery of 

ministry messages. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ Outline the theological foundations of preaching 

¶ Identify various sermons styles and the structures 

they require 

¶ Present a clear and effective sermon 

¶ Discern the difference between biblical and other 

types of preaching 

¶ Appreciate the place of preaching in the Church today 

¶ Value the opportunity of communicating the 

Christian faith through preaching 

Subject Content 1. A theology of preaching 

2. Analysis of the nature and effectiveness of biblical 

preaching 

3. The responsibility and character of the preacher 

4. The overall process of some in preparation 

5. Varieties of sermons, i.e. expository, topical, 

narrative, dialogue, parable etc 

6. Different styles of sermon delivery, i.e. monologue, 

dialogue, thematic, dramatic etc 

Delivery Methods The subject will be presented in intensive and distance 

education modes.  Learning sources and strategies include 

lectures and intensive class interactions, as well as study 

guide notes, a book of source readings, an optional intensive 

(involving public speaking and sermon exercises, workshops, 

lectures and small groups) and assessments (including article 

reviews, essays, portfolios and field assignments). 
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods A preached sermon (in class or taped) (40%), a written 

sermon manuscript (30%) review of articles (20%), written 

reflections (10%) 

 

Representative References 

Adam, P.  Speaking God Words.  Leicester: Intervarsity Press, 1996 

Duduit, M (Ed.) Handbook of Contemporary Preaching.  Nashville: Broadman Press, 1992 

Fasol, A.  A Guide to Self-Improvement in Sermon Delivery.  Michigan: Baker Book House, 1983 
Johnston, G.  Preaching to a Postmodern World.  Michigan: Baker Books, 2001 

Killinger, J.  Fundamentals of Preaching.  Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985 

Liefield, W. New Testament Exposition.  Grand Rapids, Baker Book House, 1984 

Loscalzo, C. Preaching Sermons That Connect.  Downers Grove, Illinois: Intervarsity Press, 1992 
Perry, L. W. & Sell, C. J. Speaking to Life's Problems.  Chicago: Moody Press, 1983 

Stewart, I. Preaching Down Under.  Lawson, NSW: Missions Publications, 1992 

Stott, John RW. I Believe in Preaching London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1983 
Robinson, H.  Biblical Preaching.  Michigan: Baker Book House, 1980 

Troeger, Thomas H. Imagining a Sermon, Nashville: Abingdon, 1990 
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LD223_ COMMUNICATING THE DOCTRINE OF 

SANCTIFICATION  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; demand hours 162; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 LD cr pts at 100-level. This unit may be cross-assigned to 

Pastoral Theology and Practice 

Academic Staff David B. McEwan, HND (London 1970), MDiv (NTS, 

Kansas City 1986), PhD (UQ 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit at advanced level aims to apply the 

Wesleyan doctrine of sanctification to the specific ministerial 

context of communication as preaching and teaching. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a basic knowledge of the principles and 

understandings of communication inherent in the 

Wesleyan doctrine of sanctification 

¶ demonstrate a basic knowledge of the possibilities and 

challenges of the communication of the doctrine of 

sanctification in the diverse ministry situations of 

postmodern culture 

¶ apply these principles of communication to contemporary 

ministry situations 

¶ construct and deliver sermons or lessons that relate holy 

living to contemporary life 

¶ appreciate the implications of the doctrine of 

sanctification for the personal life and professional 

compliance of the communicator 

Subject Content 1. Introduction to communicating the doctrine of 

sanctification 

2. The contemporary cultural context in Australia/New 

Zealand 

3. The preparation and preaching of sermons on 

sanctification  informed by the contemporary ministry 

context 

4. The preparation and teaching of lessons on sanctification 

informed by the contemporary ministry context 

5. The impact of holiness preaching and teaching on the 

communicator and the community 
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6. Professional ethics of communication in the light of the 

doctrine of sanctification 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and extensive learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Current Ministry Report (20%, 750 words); Sermon/Lesson 

Review (20%, 750 words); Sermon Portfolio (60%, 2500 words) 

 

Representative References 

Adam, Peter. Speaking Godôs Words: A Practical Theology of Expository Preaching. Downers 
Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 

Dunning, H. Ray, ed. Biblical Resources for Holiness Preaching: From Text to Sermon. 2 vols. 

Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 1993. 

Graham, Billy, Eugene H. Peterson & William Willamon. The Pastorôs Guide to Effective 

Preaching. Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 2003. 

Green, Christopher, David Jackman, eds. When Godôs Voice is Heard: The Power of Preaching. 

Leicester: InterVarsity Press, 2001. 

Harper, Albert F., gen. ed. Great Holiness Classics. 6 vols. Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of 

Kansas City, 1984-94. 

Johnston, Graham. Preaching to a Postmodern World: A Guide to Reaching Twenty-first century 
Listeners. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001. 

Loscalzo, Craig A. Preaching Sermons That Connect: Effective Communication Through 

Identification. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1992. 

Powell, Samuel M. Embodied Holiness: Toward a Corporate Theology of Spiritual Growth. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1999. 

Tracy, Wesley D., et al. The Upward Call: Spiritual Formation and the Holy Life. Kansas City: 

Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 1994. 
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LD278_ LOCAL CHURCH LIFE AND WORSHIP  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 45 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 LD cr pts at 100-level 

Academic Staff Stephen Walker, ThL (ACT 1993) BTh (SCD 1999), 

Lecturer  

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is intended to develop the studentôs 

awareness of the principles of church practice and nurture 

within the Christian Brethren. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ discuss the basis of Brethren praxis. 

¶ develop the skills and abilities in the preparation and 

presentation of worship services and other opportunities 

for service in the life of the church. 

¶ relate a Biblical theology of worship to the local church 

scene in Australia.. 

¶ evaluate the worship and óspecial servicesô in the life of 

the local church. 

¶ appreciate the collective worship and witness of a local 

church. 

Subject Content 1. The concept of an autonomous church. 

2. Leadership and pastoral care within the local church. 

3. The local church as a caring community. 

4. The worship and witness of a local church. 

5. Baptism, wedding and funeral services. 

6. The teaching program of the local church. 

7. An introduction to the role of small groups. 

8. The outreach program of the church. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning mode. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Short paper (1000 words, 20%); Essay (1500 words, 30%); 

Essay (2000 words, 50%). 
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Representative References 

Ferguson, Everett. The Church of Christ: A Biblical Ecclesiology for Today, Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996 

Frame, J M. Worship in Spirit and Truth, Phillipsburg, NJ: Presbyterian & Reformed 

Publishing, 1996 

Gangel, K O. Feeding and Leading, Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989/2000 

Peterson, D. Engaging with God: A Biblical Theology of Worship, Leicester: Apollos, 

1992 

Stowell, J M. Shepherding the Church, Chicago: Moody, 1997 

Strauch, Alexander. A Study Guide to Biblical Eldership, Colorado Springs, CO: Lewis & 

Roth, 1987 

Strauch, Alexander. Biblical Eldership, Colorado Springs, CO: Lewis & Roth, 1995 

Tidball, Derek. Skilful Shepherds, Leicester: Apollos/IVP, 1999 

Torrance, James B. Worship, Community and the Triune God of Grace, Carlisle: 

Paternoster, 1996 
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MD100_ INTRODUCTION TO WORLD MISSION  

Course Workload 9 credit points; 162 demand hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Lynette Edge, BA (Welfare Studies) (MIHE 1987,) MMan 

(Community) (UTS 1994), MTh (SCD 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides students with a basic overview of 

the biblical, historical, cultural, and strategic characteristics 

of mission. It is concerned with the past, present, and future 

of Christian mission and the challenges that accompany the 

task of communicating the gospel. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ explain the basic elements of the historical and biblical aspects 

of Christian mission 

¶ identify the key aspects of the cultural contexts and strategic 

elements of world mission 

¶ identify the key concepts of communication and contemporary 

theories of mission 

¶ outline the contribution of key individuals and missionary 

organisations in Christian mission 

¶ appreciate the history and place of the local Christian 

communities in mission 
 

Subject Content 1. The biblical, historical, cultural and strategic dimensions 

of the task of world missions. 

2. A survey of Christian missionary expansion from the 

apostolic age to the present. 

3. A detailed look at the history of missions since 1750. 

4. Introduction to issues in sociology, politics and theology 

that affect modern missiological thinking. 

5. The relevance of the Great Commission for todayôs 
church. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Essay (50%, 2000 words), Examination (50%, 1hr) 
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Prescribed Text 

Frost, M. & Hirsch, A. The Shaping of Things to Come (Innovation and Mission for the 

21
st
 Century Church). Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson Publishers, 2003. 

Representative References 

Bosch, D. Transforming Mission. Maryknoll N.Y.: Orbis Books, 1994. 

Johnstone, P. The Church is Bigger than you Think. Fearn, Ross-shire: Christian Focus 

Publications, 1998. 

Newbigen, L. A Word in Season. Grand Rapids, Michigan: W.B. Eerdmans, 1994. 

Taylor, D. Too Valuable to Lose. Pasadena: William Carey Library, 1997. 

Van Engen, C. Mission on the Way. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1996. 

Winter, R.D. & Hawthorne, S.C. (eds). Perspectives on the World Christian Movement. 3
rd 

ed. 
Pasadena.: William Carey Library, 1999. 

Yates, T. Christian Mission in the Twentieth Century. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1994. 
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MD116_ MISSION AND GROWTH IN THE 

SALVATION ARMY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Lynette Edge, BA (Welfare Studies) (MIHE 1987), MMan 
(Community) (UTS 1994), MTh (SCD 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides students with an introduction to the 

study of church growth from a Salvation Army viewpoint. It 

is concerned with the international mission of The Salvation 

Army and raises issues relating to effective mission at the 

local Corps (church) level. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ identify major principles of church growth 

¶ describe the key aspects of the church growth movement and 

their contribution to Salvation Army mission 

¶ identify models and approaches of contemporary ministry and 

their role in the mission of The Salvation Army 

¶ analyse the contribution of the international mission of The 

Salvation Army to its purpose and development 

¶ interrelate the existence of the local Corps and Social Service 

Centre with the local context and goal of mission 

¶ appreciate the role of mission in the history of the Australian 

Salvation Army 
 

Subject Content 1. The biblical and historical aspects, principles, analysis, 

and types of church growth  

2. Church planting  

3. Survey of modern history of mission with particular 

reference to the Salvation Army  

4. Contemporary models of ministry and approaches to 

evangelism in the local context  

5. Models and development of integration; generational 

differences and post modernism  

6. The religious history of Australia; the National Church 

Life Survey. 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor Essay (40%, 1500 words), Major Essay (60%, 2500 

words) 

 

Prescribed Text 

McLaren, Brian D. The Church on the Other Side (Doing Ministry in the Postmodern 

Matrix). Grand Rapids, Michigan: Zondervan, 2000. 

Representative References 

Kaldor, P. et al. Shaping a Future. Adelaide: Openbook, 1997. 

Logan, R.E. Beyond Church Growth. Old Tappin, N.J.: Flemming H. Revell, 1997. 

Ortiz, M. One New People. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 

Pritchard, G.A. Willow Creek Seeker Services: Evaluating a New Way of Doing Church. Grand 

Rapids, Michigan: Baker Books, 1996. 

Schwarz, C. Natural Church Development. Carol Stream, Ill., Church Smart Resources, 1996. 

Wagner, C.P. The Healthy Church. Ventura, Calif.: Regal Books, 1996. 
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MD161_ CHURCH AND AUSTRALIAN/NEW 

ZEALAND SOCIETIES  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1990), MTh 

(Griffith 2006), Associate Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce students to the ways in 

which church and society in Australia/New Zealand contexts 

relate thus providing an essential foundation for pastoral 

practice. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a basic knowledge of the major principles of 

the sociology of religion 

¶ display a foundational knowledge of major events in 

church/society relationships within Australian/New 

Zealand 

¶ analyse the contemporary milieu for ministry 

implications 

¶ respond with creativity and understanding to the 

Australian/New Zealand context of ministry 

¶ appreciate the importance of contextualisation for 

ministry 

Subject Content 1. Introduction to sociology of religion 

2. Introduction to research methodologies 

3. Worldview concepts 

4. Distinctives of Australia/New Zealand societies 

5. The institutional church in Australia/New Zealand 

6. Initial steps towards the development of ministry 

strategies in Australia/New Zealand 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and extensive learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Class Presentation (20%, 10 minutes); Essay (40%, 1500 

words);  
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Final Examination (40%, 1 hour) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Bevans, S. & Schroeder, R. Constants in Context: A Theology for Mission Today. 

Maryknoll, New York: Orbis, 2004. 

Representative References 

Bentley, Peter and Philip J. Hughes. Australian Life and the Christian Faith. Melbourne: CRA, 

1998. 

Bessant, Judith and Rob Watts. Sociology Australia. 2
nd

 ed.  Crows Nest: Allen & Unwin, 2002. 

Bouma, Gary D., ed. Many Religions, All Australian: Religious Settlement, Identity and Cultural 

Diversity. Melbourne: CRA, 1996. 

Davidson, Allan K. Christianity in Aotearoa: A History of Church and Society in New Zealand. 
Wellington: New Zealand Education for Ministry Board, 1997. 

Kaldor, Peter et al. Taking Stock: A Profile of Australian Church Attenders. Adelaide: Openbook, 

1999. 

Mackay, Hugh.  Turning Point: Australians Choosing Their Future. Sydney: Pan MacMillan, 
1999. 

Sargent, Margaret, Pamela Nilan & Gabriele Winter. The New Sociology for Australians. 4
th
 ed. 

Melbourne: Longman Australia, 1997. 
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MD186_ CROSS-CULTURAL MINISTRY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; demand hours 162; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Neville R. Bartle, MA (Fuller, USA 1993), DMiss (ATS, 

Wilmore 2000), Associate Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce the student to the biblical, 

theological and practical aspects of cross cultural ministry.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a basic knowledge of the biblical, 

theological and theoretical foundations of cross cultural 

ministry 

¶ demonstrate a basic knowledge of the current cultural 

diversity within their contexts 

¶ understand the dynamics of culture and mission 

structures, procedures and skills 

¶ recognise ministry approaches to cope with the 

difficulties which arise within multi-cultural communities 

¶ appreciate the diversity and complexity of cross cultural 

ministry 

Subject Content 1. Biblical precedents for cross cultural ministry 

2. Developing a theology of cross cultural ministry 

3. Cross cultural communication  

4. The process and meaning of contextualisation of the 

Gospel 

5. The practice of cross cultural ministry 

Delivery Methods Intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Portfolio (50%, 2000 words); Essay (50%, 2000 words) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Bosch, David, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission, 

Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1991. 




