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Sydney College of Divinity 

Index of Master (400-500) Level CUOs 
  

Code Title  
 Humanities 

AL411 Hebrew 1 

AL412 Hebrew 2 

AL421 Greek 1 

AL422 Greek 2 

AL423 Advanced Koine Greek: Biblical, Liturgical and Patristic Texts 1 

AL432 Ecclesiastical Latin 1 

AL433 Ecclesiastical Latin 2 

AL434 Introduction to Biblical Languages 

AL472 Australian History 

AL513 Hebrew 3 

AL514 Hebrew 4: Exegesis 

AL515 Advanced Hebrew Exegesis: Old Testament Narrative 

AL516 Advanced Hebrew Exegesis: Old Testament Poetry 

AL523 Advanced Koine Greek: Biblical, Liturgical and Patristic Texts 2 

AL524 Greek 3 

AL525 Greek 4: Exegesis 

 Biblical Studies 
BB400 Introduction to Biblical Studies 

BB401 The Biblical Story 

BB402 Introduction to Language Resources 

BB403 Hermeneutics 

BB411 Introduction to the Old Testament 

BB412 Studies in the Old Testament 

BB414 The Pentateuch 

BB420 Old Testament Historical Books 

BB422 Old Testament Law and History 

BB432 Prophetic and Wisdom Literature 

BB437 Deutero-Isaiah 

BB439 Minor Prophets 

BB450 Introduction to the New Testament 

BB453 The Synoptic Gospels (Greek text) 

BB454 Synoptic Gospels 

BB457 The Lukan Literature 

BB465 The Prison Epistles 

BB504 The Bible and Public Theology 

BB505 Biblical Theology: Old and New Testaments 

BB508 New Testament Theology 

BB509 The Theology of Paul 

BB526 The Psalms 

BB527 Psalms and Song of Songs 

BB528 Psalms and Song of Songs (Hebrew text) 

BB529 Wisdom Literature 

BB530 Esther 

BB531 Prophetic Literature 

BB536 Isaiah 

BB538 Daniel 
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BB548 Old Testament Theology 

BB553 The Four Gospels 

BB559 The Gospels and Holy Living 

BB562 Luke-Acts - A Pentecostal Reading 

BB564 The Pauline Literature 

BB566 The Prison Epistles (Greek text) 

BB567 The Pastoral Epistles 

BB568 The Johannine Literature 

BB572 Romans 

BB573 The Corinthian Correspondence 

BB582 Hebrews and the General Epistles 

BB587 The Book of Revelation 

BB588 Ministry Insights from 1 & 2 Corinthians 

 Counselling 
CN425 Studies in Therapy: Solution Focused / Brief Therapy 

CN426 Studies in Therapy: Understanding and Working with Trauma 

CN427 Studies in Therapy: Process Experiential Therapy / Focusing 

CN429 Group Processes 

CN440 Skills in Counselling 1 

CN442 Counselling Practicum 1 

CN446 Introduction to Counselling 

CN447 Counselling in Context 

CN448 Relationship, Grief and Trauma Counselling 

CN449 Human Development and Counselling 

CN450 Psychology of Leadership 

CN470 Theology of Pastoral Care and Counselling 

CN482 Counselling Practice and Supervision 1 

CN485 Introduction to Supervisory Practice 

CN486 Educational Theory and Practice of Pastoral Supervision 

CN487 Theological Reflection in Supervision 

CN523 Marriage and Family Counselling 1 

CN524 Marriage and Family Counselling 2 

CN529 Art of Supervision 

CN530 Issues in Ethics and Professional Practice 

CN541 Skills in Counselling 2 

CN542 Counselling Practicum 2 

CN546 Counselling Children 

CN548 Addictive Behaviours: Motivations for Change 

CN571 Counselling Assessment 

CN582 Counselling Practice and Supervision 2 

CN584 Refocusing Therapy 

CN585 Advanced Supervisory Practice 

 Theological Ethics 
ET403 Personal and Public Ethics 

ET416 Fundamental Catholic Moral Theology 

ET441 Christian Ethics 

ET446 Theology of Marriage and Responsible Parenthood 

ET472 Environmental Ethics 

ET547 Sexuality, Marriage and Family in the Catholic Tradition 

ET551 Biomedical Ethics 

ET573 The Spirituality of Active Non-Violence 

ET574 Can War be Just? 

ET582 Social Ethics and Catholic Social Teaching 
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 Church History  
HS409 Church History Survey 

HS410 The Early Church 

HS419 Early and Medieval Church History 

HS430 Early Byzantine History 

HS431 Later Byzantine History 

HS440 The Church in the Middle Ages 

HS459 The Church: Reformation to Present 

HS467 The History of Christianity in Australia 

HS470 Revivals 

HS487 Salvation Army History 

HS488 Wesley and the Methodists 

HS489 History of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements 

HS511 Women in Early Christianity 

HS532 History of the Orthodox Churches since 1453 

HS541 The Monastic Tradition in the Medieval West 

HS561 The Catholic Church after 1815 

HS562 The Catholic Church in the Modern World 

HS568 Australian History and The Christian Churches 

HS571 Vatican II and its Reception 

HS586 History of the Wesleyan-Holiness Movement 

HS590 Australian Catholics: Their Story 

 Liturgical Studies 
LS400 Introduction to Christian Worship 

LS420 Preaching 1 

LS430 Music and the Church 

LS432 Hymnology and Hymnography 

LS440 The Sacred Arts through the Liturgical Year 

LS462 Christian Initiation and the Divine Liturgy 

LS470 Catholic Liturgical Foundations 

LS475 Introduction to Orthodox Liturgical Studies 

LS511 Liturgical Spirituality 

LS520 Preaching 2 

LS523 Communicating the Doctrine of Sanctification 

LS541 The Earthly Heaven 

LS571 Catholic Liturgy and Sacraments 

LS572 The Catholic Eucharistic Liturgy 

LS576 The Practice of Orthodox Liturgy 

 Missiology 
MS400 Introduction to World Mission 

MS403 Scriptural Foundations of Mission 

MS404 Methods and Strategies for Missionary Work 

MS408 Evangelism 

MS409 Introduction to Discipleship 

MS410 Evangelising Mission of the Catholic Church 

MS412 Missiology for Local Leaders 

MS416 Mission and Growth in the Salvation Army 

MS420 Anthropology for Christian Mission 

MS421 Cultural Anthropology 

MS440 Christian Perspectives on World Religions 

MS460 Reaching Australians with the Gospel 

MS461 Church and Australian/New Zealand Societies 
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MS486 Cross-Cultural Ministry 

MS488 Becoming a Prophetôs Apprentice: Faith-Based Internships 

MS500 Contemporary Missiology 

MS505 New Paradigms for the Missional Revolution 

MS509 Mission and the Catholic School - Crossing New Frontiers in the Age of Pluralisation 

MS511 Evangelisation "Old" and "New" - Educational Perspectives 

MS512 Faith, Mission and Culture 

MS515 Mission Praxis for the Western World 

MS542 Interreligious Dialogue 

MS543 Introducing Islam 

MS572 Justice and the Catholic Church's Mission 

MS585 Intercultural Communication  

MS586 Development and Cross-Cultural Ministry in a Catholic Context 

 Pastoral Theology and Practice 
PT401 Introduction to Pastoral Theology 

PT404 Women and Christian Ministry in Pentecostalism 

PT405 Contextual Theology for Ministry 

PT406 Introduction to Christian Leadership and Influence 

PT407 Foundations for Transformative Pastoral Practice 

PT408 Pastoral Theology 2 

PT412 Introduction to Catholic Youth Ministry 

PT413 Developing a Youth Ministry 

PT421 Childrenôs Ministry 

PT428 Planting and Growing Healthy Churches 

PT429 Church Planting in Pentecostalism 

PT430 The Dynamics of Larger Churches 

PT434 Becoming a Missional Leader 

PT438 Multimedia and Ministry 

PT439 Introduction to Creative Ministries 

PT440 Introduction to Ministry of Education 

PT441 Introduction to Christian Education 

PT442 Christian Education in the Orthodox Tradition 

PT443 Ministry for Teachers in Catholic Schools 

PT444 Theology and Catholic Education 

PT446 Foundations for Pastoral Care 

PT447 Interpersonal Communication 

PT448 Spirituality of Pastoral Care 

PT449 The Healing Ministry of the Church: Pentecostal Perspectives 

PT450 Pastoral Care in Health Ministry 

PT453 Catholic Family Life Education 

PT454 Marriage and Family Life in the Orthodox Tradition 

PT462 Principles of Christian Leadership 

PT464 Leadership Skills 

PT466 Practical Introduction to Canon Law 

PT469 Working in a Team Setting 

PT470 Identifying and Developing Leaders 

PT472 Personal Growth for Leadership 

PT473 Transformational Leadership: Essentials of Personal Renewal and Corporate Revitalisation 

PT475 Beyond Consumerism: Spirituality and Discipleship for the Emerging Church 

PT477 Clinical Pastoral Education Unit 1 

PT478 Clinical Pastoral Education Unit 2 

PT482 Supervised Ministry 1 

PT485 Introduction to Supervisory Practice 
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PT486 Educational Theory and Practice of Pastoral Supervision 

PT487 Theological Reflection in Supervision 

PT488 Pastoral Practicum 

PT502 Pastoral Theology 

PT507 Autobiography of Transformative Learning 

PT514 Youth Ministry: Ministry and Personal Growth 

PT517 Catholic Evangelisation and Catechesis with Millennial Youth 

PT518 Culture and Context of Youth Ministry 

PT535 Pioneering Leadership for the Emerging Missional Church 

PT537 Media, Culture and Christian Values 

PT541 Educational Ministries across the Lifespan 

PT544 Theology of Religious Education in Catholic Schools 

PT545 Faith Formation in Congregations 

PT551 Marriage and Family  

PT557 Pastoral Care and Elderly People 

PT558 Pastoral Care and the Psychiatry of Old Age 

PT560 Church Administration and Management 

PT561 Advanced Leadership Principles 

PT562 Mastering Change 

PT563 Leadership Skills and Small Group Behaviour 

PT564 Strategic Thinking and Decision Making 

PT565 Planning and Conducting Retreats 

PT566 Eastern Orthodox Canon Law 

PT567 Canon Law and the Sacraments 

PT568 Selected Themes in Canon Law 

PT569 Managing Crisis and Conflict 

PT570 Vision and the Art of Envisioning 

PT572 The Minister's Personal Growth 

PT574 The Sanctifying Office of the Church 

PT575 Pastoral Theology and Priestly Formation in the Orthodox Tradition 

PT577 Clinical Pastoral Education Unit 3 

PT578 Basic Unit of Clinical Pastoral Education in Aged Care 

PT582 Supervised Ministry 2 

PT585 Advanced Supervisory Practice 

PT587 Pastoral Practice in Diverse Contexts 1 

PT588 Pastoral Practice in Diverse Contexts 2 

PT589 Church in Society 

PT590 Ministry in Australian Society 

 Christian Spirituality  
SP401 Spirituality: An Introduction 

SP402 Foundations of Christian Spiritual Formation 

SP412 Studies in Historical Spirituality 

SP458 Spiritual Autobiographies 

SP465 The Paraclete 

SP472 Australian Spirituality: Advanced Themes 

SP509 Spirituality of the Heart 

SP515 Celtic Spirituality 

SP525 Medieval English Spirituality 

SP540 The Anglican Years 

SP550 Western Spiritual Classics: Spiritual Wisdom from the West 

SP560 Prayer and Prayerfulness 

SP561 Spiritual Direction 

SP562 Spiritual Leadership 
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SP564 The Rosary 

SP566 Studies in Spiritual Charisms 

SP572 Mary Mackillop: A Contemporary Study in Spirituality 

SP576 Ecology, Cosmology and Spirituality 

 Theology 
TH402 Studies of Religion 

TH404 Introduction to Orthodox Theology 

TH405 Christian Theology 1 

TH406 Christian Theology 2 

TH407 Dogmatic Theology 1 

TH408 Dogmatic Theology 2 

TH416 The Christian Mystery 

TH417 The Church 

TH422 Vocation and Public Influence 

TH431 Christology 

TH457 Theology, Culture and Iconography, East and West 

TH461 Pentecostal Theology 

TH462 Christianity and Postmodernism 

TH474 Introduction to Biblical Theology 

TH482 Early Christian Patristic Theology 

TH487 Wesleyan Theology 

TH488 Introduction to Catholic Theology 

TH489 Christian Worldview: Introduction to Theology 

TH507 Dogmatic Theology 3 (Ecclesiology A) 

TH508 Dogmatic Theology 4 (Ecclesiology B) 

TH512 Christian Apologetics 

TH520 Ministry in the Church 

TH521 Theology of Priesthood 

TH523 The Sacraments 

TH526 Eucharist 

TH534 The Triune God 

TH535 The Spirit in the Church and World 

TH537 Grace in Catholic Theology 

TH538 Christian Anthropology 

TH539 Creation and Fulfillment 

TH541 Doctrine of Sanctification: Biblical Perspectives 

TH542 Incarnation and Atonement 

TH546 Towards a Missional Ecclesiology 

TH561 Contemporary Theology 

TH563 Theology and Film 

TH583 Early Byzantine Patristic Theology 

TH584 Later Byzantine Patristic Theology 

TH586 Reformation Theology 

 Philosophy 
WH406 The Beginnings of Western Thought 

WH409 The Emergence of Modern Thought 

WH422 Moral Philosophy 

WH440 Philosophy for Theology 

WH511 Modern Continental Philosophy 

WH512 Philosophy for Life 

WH518 Rhetoric, Logic and Knowledge 

WH531 Being, Existence and God 

WH532 The Human Person 
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WH537 Faith and Reason 

WH546 Social and Political Philosophy 

WH558 Care of the Soul 

WH567 Philosophy and Postmodernism 

 Generic 
xx591 Research Project 

xx592 Independent Guided Study 

xx593 Independent Guided Study 

xx594 Issues in é 

xx595 Advanced Seminar 

xx596 Research Essay 

xx597 Issues in é 
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AL411_ HEBREW 1  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, 

Rome 1986), Lecturer; Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), 

BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), 

Lecturer; Mark OôBrien,  BSc (UNE 1966), STB (Angelicum 

Rome 1973), STL (PIB Rome 1976), DTheol (MCD 1987), 

Senior Lecturer 

Curric ulum 

Objective 

This course unit provides the essential elements needed to 

understand and read Biblical Hebrew. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of the Grammar and 

Syntax of Biblical Hebrew 

¶ display a knowledge of, and the ability to use, Hebrew 

vocabulary 

¶ translate simple Hebrew  texts into English 

¶ confidently and competently use dictionaries and 

concordances (both books and computer programs such as 

óBible Works for Windowsô) 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the value of Biblical 

Hebrew for a deeper understanding of the English text 

translations 

Subject Content 1. Hebrew alphabet, basics of Hebrew Grammar and Syntax 

2. Textual, lexical and grammatical study of selected 

Hebrew texts. 

3. Translation of selected Hebrew texts 

4. Introduction to working with Hebrew/English 

Dictionaries, Concordances (books and computer 

programs) 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods In-Class Test (30%, 20 minutes); Translation Assignment 
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(30%, 1000 words); Exam (40%, 1 hour) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Sobb, J. Beginning Biblical Hebrew: An Introductory Grammar and Workbook, Strathfield: St 

Pauls, 2003.  

 

Representative References 

Bartelt, Andrew H. Fundamental Biblical Hebrew. Saint Louis: Concordia, 2000. 

Brown, F., Driver, S.R., and Briggs, C.A. Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament, Oxford: 
OUP, 1975. 

Kelley, Page H. Biblical Hebrew. An Introductory Grammar(and Handbook). Grand Rapids, 

Mich.: Eerdmans, 1992. 

Landes, George Building Your Biblical Hebrew Vocabulary. Atlanta: SBL, 2001. 

Ross, Alan P. Introductory Biblical Hebrew. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 2001. 

Seow, C.L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew (rev.ed) Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 
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AL412_ HEBREW 2  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 overall demand 

hours; 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh 

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer; Mark OôBrien,  

BSc (UNE 1966), STB (Angelicum Rome 1973), STL (PIB 

Rome 1976), DTheol (MCD 1987), Senior Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit consolidates and develops studentsô 

knowledge of Biblical Hebrew and their ability to translate 

and exegete Hebrew texts 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of advanced 

morphological and syntactic forms 

¶ demonstrate knowledge of, and the ability to use, an 

extensive Hebrew vocabulary 

¶ confidently and competently translate narrative and poetic 

passages from the Hebrew texts into English, making 

appropriate use of dictionaries, reference Grammars and 

other linguistic aids 

¶ exhibit a competent ability to carry out textual criticism 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the value of an advanced 

understanding of Biblical Hebrew for exegesis and 

interpretation of texts  

Subject Content 1. Advanced Hebrew Grammar and Syntax 

2. Translation and exegesis of selected passages, developing 

skills in the use of Reference Grammars, Dictionaries, 

Concordances (book and computer), critical apparatus 

3. History of the Hebrew language and its Relationship to 

other Semitic Languages 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods In-Class Test (30%, 45 minutes); Translation Assignment 

(30%, 1500 words); Exam (40%, 1.5 hours) 
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Representative References 

Brown, F., Driver, S. and Briggs, C. A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament, Oxford: OUP, 

1951. 

Cowley, A. Gesenius' Hebrew Grammar, 2nd English ed., Oxford: OUP, 1910. 

Einspar, B. (ed.). Index to Brown, Driver and Briggs Hebrew Lexicon, Rev. ed., Chicago, Moody, 1977. 

Holladay, W. A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament, Leiden, Brill, 1971. 

Koehler, L. and Baumgartner, W. Lexicon in Veteris Testamenti Libros, plus Supplementum, Leiden, Brill, 

1958. 

Owens, John Joseph, Analytical Key to the Old Testament. 4 vols. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker, 1989. 

Seow, C. L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 

Snaith, N.H. (ed.) Hebrew Bible. London: British and Foreign Bible Society, 1979. 

Tov, Emanuel. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. 2
nd

 rev. ed. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992. 

Waltke, B.K. and O'Connor, M. An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax, Winona Lake, Eisenbrauns, 

1990. 
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AL420_ CRITI CAL THINKING  & WRITING  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 overall demand 

hours; 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Tba 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This foundational course unit provides structured, practical 

instruction in the nature and skills of critical thinking and 

writing in a theological context. 

  Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate an understanding of the nature of critical 

thinking, memory, and the relationship between thought 

and knowledge 

¶ draw deductively valid conclusions 

¶ critically analyse arguments 

¶ critically analyse qualitative and quantitative data 

¶ show a clear grasp of thinking as hypothesis testing 

¶ explore the nature of creative thinking 

¶ demonstrate a pronounced ability to apply critical 

thinking skills to research, essay writing etc. 

¶ access and show ability in critiquing and using research 

repositories and assessing the relevance of materials 

¶ organise research data  

¶ justify their own process or system of critical writing and 

research 

 

Subject content 1     Critical thinking 

2.     The acquisition, retention and retrieval of theological 

knowledge 

3     Reasoning; critical construction, drawing deductively 

valid  

         conclusions, assessing relevance 

4  Analysing arguments 

5 Analysing qualitative and quantitative data 
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6 The role of critical thinking in research and writing 

7 Critically access research repositories in theology: 

libraries, internet, other sources 

8 Organising research findings 

9 Critical research apparatus in theology: bibliographies, 

quotations, referencing, etc. 

Delivery Methods Classroom learning mode 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Weekly Exercises (10x450, 70%); Exercise in critical 

analysis of data, research materials, journal article etc (1000 

words, 30%) 

Representative References 

Anderson, Jonathan and Millicent Poole.  Assignment and Thesis Writing.  Fourth edition.  

Brisbane: Wiley and Sons Australia, Ltd. 2001. 

Barber, Cyril J., Krauss, Robert M., Krauss, Robert M. Jr., Moreland, J P. An Introduction to 

Theological Research: A Guide for College and Seminary Students (2nd ed). Lanham, MD: 

University Press of America, 2000 

Bowell, Tracey and Kemp, Gar. Critical Thinking: A Concise Guide. London: Routledge, 2002. 

Brown, Scott G. A Guide to Writing Academic Essays in Religious Studies. London: Continuum, 

2008 

Core, Deborah.  The Seminary Student Writes.  St Louis, MO: Chalice Press, 2000. 

Fink, Arlene.  Conducting Research Literature Reviews: From the Internet to Paper.  London: 

SAGE Publications, 2005. 

Halpern, Diane F. and Heidi R. Riggio. Thinking Critically about Critical Thinking. Fourth 

Edition (revised) New York: Routledge, 2002 

Halpern, Diane F. Thought and Knowledge: An Introduction to Critical Thinking. Fourth edition 

(revised). Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence Erbaum Associates, 2002. 

Kemeny, Paul C. Guide to Research: Finding Gold Among the Garbage: A Studentsô Guide to 

Researching Books, Articles, and the Internet Intelligently. 

http://science.gcc.edu/reli/kemeny/index.htm (accessed 19 Jan, 2009) 

LeBlanc, Jill. Thinking Clearly: A Guide to Critical Reasoning. New York and London: W. W. 

Norton and Co., 1998. 

McKim, R. H. Thinking Visually: A Strategy Manual for Problem Solving.  Belmont: Wadsworth, 

1980. 
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Murphy, Nancey C.  Reasoning and Rhetoric in Religion.  Eugene, OR: Wipf & Stock Publishers, 

2001 

Nosich, Gerald M.  Learning to Think Things Through: A Guide to Critical Thinking Across the 

Curriculum.  Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2005. 

Penaskovic, Richard.  Critical Thinking and the Academic Study of Religion.  Atlanta, GA: 

Scholars Press, 1997. 

Richards, Lyn.  Handling Qualitative Data: A Practical Guide.  London: SAGE Publications, 

2005. 

Stewart, David R. and Bollier, John A. The Literature of Theology: A Guide for Students and 

Pastors (revised ed). Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003 

Turabian, K.  A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations.  Seventh Edition.  

Revised by Wayne C. Booth, Gregory Colomb, Joseph M. Williams and the University of 

Chicago Press Editorial Staff.  University of Chicago Press, 2007. 

Vyhmeister, Nancy Jean. Quality Research Papers For Students of Religion and Theology (Second 

Edition). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008 

Yaghjian, Lucretia B.  Writing Well: A Rhetoric for Theological and Biblical Writers.  

Continuum, 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated 14/10/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AL421_ GREEK 1  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Michele Connolly, BA (ANU 1975), DipEd (UNE 1981), 

BTheol (MCD 1989), MA (NT) (CTU Chicago 1990), 

Lecturer; Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL 

(Gregorian, Rome 1986), Lecturer; Randall Edwards, BA 

(Northwest College 1971), MDiv (Emmanuel 1976), MARel 

(Emmanuel 1977), Lecturer; David Parker, MA (Theol) 

(ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit introduces the student to the elements of 

New Testament Greek and enables the student to begin to 

develop professional skills in New Testament exegesis and 

translation. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough understanding of the basic 

Grammar and Syntax of New Testament Greek 

¶ demonstrate the knowledge of, and the ability to use, 

Greek vocabulary 

¶ display competency in translating selected texts into 

English 

¶ exhibit an ability to use dictionaries and concordances 

(both books and computer programs such as 

óBibleWorksô) 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the value of New 

Testament Greek for a deeper understanding of the text 

Subject Content 1. Greek alphabet, basics of Greek Grammar and Syntax 

2. Textual, lexical, and grammatical study of selected New 

Testament texts 

3. Translation of selected New Testament texts 

4. Introduction to working with Greek/English Dictionaries, 

Concordances (books and computer programs)  

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods In-Class Test (30%, 1 hour); Translation Assignment (30%, 

1500 words); Exam (40%, 1.5 hours) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Duff, J. The Elements of New Testament Greek. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2005. 

 

Representative References 

 
Aland, K. et al. The Greek New Testament. 4

th
 ed. Stuttgart: Deutsch Bibelgesellschaft, 1993. 

Blass, Friedrich and A. Debrunner. A Greek Grammer of the New Testament and Other Early 

Christian Literature. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1961. 

Danker, Frederick W. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other  Early Christian 

Literature. From Walter Bauerôs 6
th
 ed. Chicago: University Of Chicago Press, 2000. 

Kittel, Gerhard, ed. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 10 vols. Trans. and ed. Geoffrey W. 

Bromiley. Grand Rapids: Eerdman, 1964-1976. 

Liddell, Henry George and Robert Scott (eds.). A Greek English Lexicon. 2 vols. 9
th
 ed. Oxford: Clarendon, 

1940. 

Metzger, Bruce. Lexical Aids for Students of New Testament Greek. New ed. Edinburgh: Clark, 1990. 

Mounce, William. An Analytical Lexicon to the Greek New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

Mounce, William. Basics of Biblical Greek Grammar. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

The Greek New Testament Gateway. Retrieved 25 July, 2006, from http://www.ntgateway.com/greek 

Whittaker, Molly. New Testament Greek Grammar: An Introduction. Rev. ed. London: SCM, 1980. 

Zerwick, Max. A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament. 4
th
 ed. Rome: PIB, 1993. 

http://www.ntgateway.com/greek
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AL422_ GREEK 2  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff Mark Kenney, MA (CUA Washington DC 1978), MA (CUA 

1989), STL (CUA 1991), STD (Angelicum, Rome 1998), 

Lecturer; David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer  

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit consolidates and develops studentsô 

knowledge of New Testament Greek and their ability to 

translate and exegete Greek texts. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of advanced 

morphological and syntactic forms 

¶ display well-developed knowledge of a substantial Greek 

vocabulary 

¶ confidently translate complex New Testament Greek 

texts into English, making competent and appropriate use 

of dictionaries, reference Grammars, etc. 

¶ exhibit a well-developed ability to carry out textual 

criticism 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the value of an 

understanding of New Testament Greek for exegesis and 

interpretation of the New Testament  

Subject Content 1. Further study of Greek Grammar and Syntax 

2. Textual, lexical, and grammatical study of selected New 

Testament texts 

3. Translation of selected New Testament texts 

4. Further practice in consulting Greek/English Lexicons, 

Theological Dictionaries  

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and extensive learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods In-Class Test (30%, 1 hour); Translation Assignment (30%,  
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1500 words); Exam (40%, 1.5 hour) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Mounce, W.D. Basics of Biblical Greek Grammar. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

 

Representative References 

Aland, K. et al. The Greek New Testament. 8
th
 ed. Stuttgart: Deutsch Bibelgesellschaft. 1994. 

Blass, Friedrich and A. Debrunner. A Greek Grammer of the New Testament and Other Early 

Christian Literature. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1961. 

Danker, Frederick W. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other  Early Christian 

Literature. From Walter Bauerôs 6
th
 ed. Chicago: University Of Chicago Press, 2000. 

Duff, Jeremy. The Elements of New Testament Greek. 3
rd
 ed. Cambridge: CUP, 2005. 

Kittel, Gerhard, ed. Theological Dictionary of the New Testament. 10 vols. Trans. and ed. Geoffrey W. 

Bromiley. Grand Rapids: Eerdman, 1964-1976. 

Liddell, Henry George and Robert Scott (eds.). A Greek English Lexicon. 2 vols. 9
th
 ed. Oxford: Clarendon, 

1940. 

Metzger, Bruce. Lexical Aids for Students of New Testament Greek. New ed.Edinburgh: Clark, 1990. 

Mounce, William. An Analytical Lexicon to the Greek New Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

The Greek New Testament Gateway. Retrieved 25 July, 2006, from http://www.ntgateway.com/greek 

Whittaker, Molly. New Testament Greek Grammar: An Introduction. Rev. ed. London: SCM, 1980. 

Zerwick, Max. A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament. 4
th
 ed. Rome: PIB, 1993. 

http://www.ntgateway.com/greek
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AL423_ ADVANCED KOINE GREEK: BIBLICAL, 

LITURGICAL AND PATRISTIC TEXTS 1  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff John Lee, BA (Sydney 1966), FAHA (2005), PhD 

(Cambridge 1970), Associate Professor 

Curriculum 

Objective 

The course unit gives students the opportunity to make 

further acquaintance with the grammar, syntax and 

vocabulary of Koine Greek by engaging a variety of relevant 

biblical passages, liturgical texts and ascetic writings in their 

original language. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the grammar and 

vocabulary of Koine Greek 

¶ read with competence biblical, ascetic and liturgical texts 

of medium difficulty 

¶ appreciate the contribution made to understanding the full 

import of the text in the original 

¶ critically evaluate existing translations 

Subject Content 1. Reading and translation of Greek texts selected from the 

Sayings of the Desert Fathers, Old Testament (in the 

Greek of the LXX), and troparia and prayers of the Divine 

Liturgy and other services 

2. Study of Greek grammar, syntax and vocabulary arising in 

the course of reading 

3. Learning of grammatical features such as paradigms, 

principal parts of verbs, and vocabulary of Koine Greek as 

used in the set texts 

Delivery Methods Intensive and extensive learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Examination (40%, 90 minutes); Weekly written exercises 

and tests (60%) 
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Representative References 

Bauer, Walter and Frederick W. Danker. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 

Christian Literature. 3
rd
 ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000. 

Liddell, H.G. et al (eds.). A Greek-English Lexicon. 9
th
 ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1940. 

Machen, John Grisham. New Testament Greek for Beginners. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1923. 

Newman, Barclay M. A Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament. Stuttgart: United Bible 
Societies, 1971 (+ reprints). 
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AL432_ ECCLESIASTICAL LATIN 1  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours. 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff tba 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to provide the student with 

grammatical and syntactical knowledge sufficient to lead to a 

grasp of the Latin ecclesiastical writings. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of the basic elements of 

Latin grammar within the broader context of English 

grammar and syntax 

¶ display perceptive understanding of the language structure 

and vocabulary which will be encountered in scriptural, 

liturgical and patristic texts 

¶ exhibit a well-developed understanding of the influence of 

Church Latin on Western culture, language, music and 

language idiom 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the place of the Latin 

language in the heritage of the Church 

Subject Content 1. Study of basic grammar 

2. Common Latin phraseology 

3. Latin hymns 

4. Latin prayers 

5. Latin liturgical texts 

Delivery Methods Classroom learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Three Tests (30 minutes each, 40%); Final Examination, (3 

hours, 60%) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Maurice, B. & Morwood, J. Oxford Latin Course 2
nd

 Ed, Vol 1. New York: Oxford University 

Press, 1996. 
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Representative References 

Collins, John F. A Primer of Ecclesiastical Latin. Washington: CUA Press, 1985. 

Lewis, C.T and Charles Short. Latin Dictionary. Oxford: Clarendon, 1922. 

Lowe, J.E. Church Latin for Beginners. London: Burns, Oates & Washbourne, 1923. 

Nunn, H.P.V. An Introduction to Ecclesiastical Latin. Eton: Alden & Blackwell, 1952. 

Paterson, James & Edwin G. McNaughton. Approach to Latin, Part I. Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, 1966. 

Souter, A. A Glossary of Later Latin to 600 AD. Oxford: Clarendon, 1949.  
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AL433_ ECCLESIASTICAL LATIN 2  

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 cr pts 

Academic Staff tba 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to provide further experience in 

reading the Latin language as used by ecclesiastical writers. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display perceptive understanding of the more complex 

grammatical and syntactical elements of Ecclesiastical 

Latin 

¶ demonstrate a well-developed grammatical knowledge so 

as to increase translation skills 

¶ confidently and competently investigate and evaluate the 

use of Latin in the Church tradition 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the place of the Latin 

language in the heritage of the Church. 

Subject Content 1. Selections from the Vulgate 

2. Selections from Thomas Aquinas 

3. Translation of liturgical prayers 

4. Selections from Cyprian 

5. Selections from Jerome 

6. Excerpts from Canon Law 

7. Liturgical instructions. 

Delivery Methods Classroom learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Three Tests (30 minutes each, 40%); Final Examination 3 

hours (60%) 

 

Representative References 

Baume, Maurice & James Morwood. Oxford Latin Course. 2
nd

 edn, vol. 1. New York: OUP, 1996. 

Collins, John F. A Primer of Ecclesiastical Latin. Washington: CUA Press, 1985. 
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Lewis, C.T and Charles Short. Latin Dictionary. Oxford: Clarendon, 1922. 

Lowe, J.E. Church Latin for Beginners. London: Burns, Oates & Washbourne, 1923. 

Nunn, H.P.V. An Introduction to Ecclesiastical Latin. Eton: Alden & Blackwell, 1952. 

Paterson, James & Edwin G. McNaughton. Approach to Latin, Part I. Edinburgh: Oliver and Boyd, 1966. 

Souter, A. A Glossary of Later Latin to 600 AD. Oxford: Clarendon, 1949.   
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AL434_ INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL 

LANGUAGES  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an introduction to biblical Hebrew 

and Greek that will enable students to use various 

grammatical and lexical tools without requiring a fluency in 

the language. Simple exegetical examples are studied. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of the alphabet and 

basic language structure of biblical Hebrew and New 

Testament Greek 

¶ display perceptive understanding of the nuances of the 

grammatical structures of Biblical languages 

¶ confidently and competently utilise an interlinear Parsing 

Bible and grammatical/lexical tools in translation, while 

also being aware of their critical limitations 

¶ utilise such tools in the advanced exegesis of selected 

passages 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the contribution that a 

knowledge of the Biblical languages makes to the study 

of the Bible 

Subject Content 1. Introductory hermeneutical theory 

2. Introducing biblical Hebrew and Greek 

3. Parts of speech and language structure 

4. Simple sentence diagramming 

5. Using reference works 

6. Word studies 

7. Discourse/narrative analysis 

8. Sample exegesis from an Old Testament and an New 

Testament book 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated 14/10/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

 

 

 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods 2  Tests (10 minutes, 10% each); 2 Exams (1.5 hours, 40% each) 

 

Representative References  

Aland, K. and Aland, B. The Text of The New Testament: Revised and Enlarged. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1989. 

Brown, C. (ed.). The New International Dictionary of New Testament Theology. 4 vols. Carlisle: 

Paternoster, 1986. 

Davidson, B. The Analytical Hebrew and Chaldee Lexicon. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1986. 

Friberg, B. and Friberg, T. The Analytical Greek New Testament. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981. 

McKay, K.L. A New Syntax of the Verb in New Testament Greek: An Aspectual Approach. New 

York: Peter Lang, 1994. 

Mounce, W.D. Basics of Biblical Greek: Grammar. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

Owen, J.J. Analytical Key to the Old Testament. 4 vols. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1989-1992. 

Seow, C.L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew: Revised Edition. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated 14/10/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

 

 

 

 

AL472_ AUSTRALIAN HISTORY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Glen OôBrien, BTh (Kingsley 1992), MA (ATS Wilmore KY 

1998), PhD (La Trobe 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to explore the history of Australia since 

European settlement through to the present time, with a focus 

on the interaction between the settlers and indigenous 

Australians, and on questions of national identity.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of Australian history 

¶ display perceptive understanding of the contribution of the 

personalities, events, and issues that have significantly shaped 

the development of Australia 

¶ exhibit sophisticated skills in historical research and 

presentation  

¶ demonstrate a critical awareness of the role of the Christian 

church in the story of Australiaôs development as a nation 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the need for resolution to the 

racial conflict arising out of Australiaôs troubled past 

Subject Content 1. Accounts of first European contact with the first Australians  

2. Convict origins, convict reforms and pastoral expansion 

3. Inland exploration, the gold rush, and European ambivalence 

toward the land 

4. Federation, White Australia, fighting British wars, and 
ñcoming of ageò  

5. War in the Pacific and its aftermath 

6. ñNew Australians,ò and the Menzies Era 

7. Exploration of national myths ï the mountain cattleman, Ned 

Kelly, ANZAC etc 

8. Unresolved questions of national identity ï the reconciliation 

movement, the republican movement, One Nation, refugees 
and detention centres 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Nil  
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Equipment 

Assessment Methods Major Essay (50%, 3000 words); Reading/Reflection 

Portfolio (40%, 2000 words); Written Tutorial (10%, 700 

words) 

 

Representative References 

Bell, Philip and Roger Bell, eds.  Americanization and Australia.  Sydney: University of New South Wales 

Press, 1998. 

Blainey, Geoffrey.  The Tyranny of Distance: How Distance Shaped Australiaôs History.  Sydney: Pan, 

2001.  

Bolton, Geoffrey.  The Oxford History of Australia: Vol.5 1992-1995 The Middle Way.  Melbourne: Oxford 
University Press, 1996.   

Broome, Richard.  Aboriginal Australians: Black Responses to White Dominance.  (3
rd
 edition).  Sydney: 

Allen & Unwin, 2002. 

Day, David.  Claiming a Continent:  A New History of Australia.  Sydney: Harper Collins, 2001. 

Hall, Richard.  Black Armband Days: Truth from the Dark Side of Australiaôs Past.  Sydney: Vintage, 

1998.  

Hirst, John.  The Sentimental Nation: The Making of the Australian Commonwealth.  Melbourne: Oxford 
University Press, 2000.  

Hughes, Robert.  The Fatal Shore: A History of Transportation of Convicts to Australia 1787-1868.  

London: The Harvill Press, 1996.  

Inglis, K. S.  Sacred Places: War Memorials in the Australian Landscape. Melbourne: University Press, 

2001. 

Manne, Robert, (ed.).  The Australian Century: Political Struggle in the Building of a Nation.  Melbourne: 
Text Publishing, 2001. 

Manne, Robert.   In Denial: The Stolen Generations and the Right.  Melbourne: Black Inc, 2001.  

Reynolds, Henry.  An Indelible Stain?: The Question of Genocide in Australiaôs History. 

Melbourne: Viking, 2001.     
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AL513_ HEBREW 3 

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours. 

Prerequisites 18 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001) BTh 

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum Objecti ve This course unit builds upon two previous units of Old 

Testament Hebrew and aims to bridge the gap between an 

understanding of Old Testament Hebrew grammar and an 

advanced understanding of Old Testament Hebrew syntax. 

This has a view to equipping students for the reading, 

translation, exegesis and exposition of the Old Testament. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough understanding of advanced 

morphological and syntactic forms 

¶ exhibit confidence and competence in translating 

exegetically difficult passages of the Old Testament 

¶ translate and exegete narrative and poetic passages from 

the Hebrew texts into English, and make appropriate use 

of dictionaries, reference Grammars and other linguistic 

aids 

¶ display a well-developed ability to carry out textual 

criticism 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the value of an advanced 

understanding of Biblical Hebrew for exegesis and 

interpretation of texts 

Subject Content 1. Nouns 

2. Adjectives, Numerals & Pronouns 

3. Verbal Stems 

4. Verbal Conjugations & Clauses 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Old Testament Hebrew 

Digital Projector 

Assessment Methods In-Class Tests (30%, 45 minutes); Translation Assignment 

(30%, 1500 words); Exegetical Paper (40%, 2000 words) 
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Representative References 

Arnold, B.T. and Choi, J.H. A Guide to Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2003. 

Gesenius, Kautzsch, E (ed.). Geseniusô Hebrew Grammar. Cowley, A.E. trans. Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1960.   

Gibson, J.C.L. Davidsonôs Introductory  Hebrew Grammar ~ Syntax. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 

1997. 

Jouon, P. A. Grammar of Biblical Hebrew: Volume I. Subsidia Biblica, 14/1. Rome: Pontifical 

Biblical Institute, 2000. 

Jouon, P. A. Grammar of Biblical Hebrew: Volume II. Subsidia Biblica, 14/2. Rome: Pontifical 

Biblical Institute, 2000. 

Martin, J.D. Davidsonôs Introductory Hebrew Grammar.  27
th
 ed. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1995. 

OôConnor, M. Hebrew Verse Structure. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1997. 

Seow, C.L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995. 

Waltke, B.K and OôConnor, M. Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

Williams, R.J. Hebrew Syntax. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1992. 
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AL514_ HEBREW 4: EXEGESIS 

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 27 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh 

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum Objective  Building on three previous course units of Old Testament 

Hebrew this course develops an advanced understanding of 

Old Testament Hebrew syntax. Students will read, translate, 

and exegete the Old Testament. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough understanding of Old Testament 

Hebrew syntax 

¶ confidently and competently exegete passages of the 

Hebrew Old Testament 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the Old Testament Hebrew 

text for exegetical and expositional ministry 

Subject Content 1. Research in the Hebrew text 

2. Guided formulation of passage(s) for study 

3. Seminars on Syntax and Exegesis 

4. Detailed Syntactical exegesis 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Old Testament Hebrew 

Digital Projector 

Assessment Methods Translation Assignment (40%, 2000 words); Exegetical 

Paper (60%, 3500 words) 

 

Representative References 

Arnold, B.T. and Choi, J.H. A Guide to Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2003. 

Gesenius, Kautzsch, E (ed.). Geseniusô Hebrew Grammar. Cowley, A.E. trans. Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1960.   

Gibson, J.C.L. Davidsonôs Introductory  Hebrew Grammar ~ Syntax. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 

1997. 
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Jouon, P. A. Grammar of Biblical Hebrew: Volume I. Subsidia Biblica, 14/1. Rome: Pontifical 

Biblical Institute, 2000. 

Jouon, P. A. Grammar of Biblical Hebrew: Volume II. Subsidia Biblica, 14/2. Rome: Pontifical 

Biblical Institute, 2000. 

Martin, J.D. Davidsonôs Introductory Hebrew Grammar. 27
th
 ed. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1995 

OôConnor, M. Hebrew Verse Structure. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1997. 

Seow, C.L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995. 

Waltke, B.K. and OôConnor, M. Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

Williams, R.J. Hebrew Syntax. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1992 
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AL515_ ADVANCED HEBREW EXEGESIS: OLD 

TESTAMENT NARRATIVE  
Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001) BTh 

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum Objective  This course unit is an advanced study of the reading, 

translation and exegesis of Hebrew narrative. A study of 

specific narrative texts will demonstrate the issues involved. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of the syntax of biblical 

Hebrew, evidenced in the ability to exegete more 

demanding texts 

¶ display perceptive understanding of the theory, practice 

and limitations of textual criticism and the ability to 

evaluate various readings and texts 

¶ confidently and competently read, translate and critically 

exegete narrative portions of the Masoretic Text 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the benefit of learning 

biblical Hebrew for the study of the Hebrew Bible 

Subject Content 1. Textual criticism of the Masoretic Text 

2. Circumstantial clauses; particles and prepositions 

3. The verbal system, aspect and tense 

4. Narrative syntax 

5. Translation and exegesis of specific texts 

Delivery Methods Distance learning mode. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

OT Hebrew 

Digital Projector 

Assessment Methods In-Class Test (30%, 1 hour); Translation Assignment (30%, 

1500 words); Exam (40%, 1.5 hours) 

 

Representative References 

Chisholm, R.B.  From Exegesis to Exposition: A Practical Guide to Using Biblical Hebrew. Grand 

Rapids: Baker, 1998. 
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Gibson, J.C.L.  Davidsonôs Introductory Hebrew Grammar-Syntax. 4
th
 ed. Edinburgh: T & T 

Clark, 1994. 

Polzin, R. Late Biblical Hebrew: Toward an Historical Typology of Biblical Hebrew Prose.  

Missoula: Scholars, 1976. 

Seow, C.L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew: Revised Edition. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 

Tov, E. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. Phiadelphia: Fortress, 1992. 

Waltke, B.K. and OôConner, M. An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax.  Winnona Lake: 

Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

Watson, W.G.E. Classical Hebrew Poetry: A Guide to its Techniques. 2
nd

 ed.  Sheffield: SAP, 

1995. 

Wonneberger, R. Understanding BHS: A Manual for Users of Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. 

Rome: Biblical Institute, 1984. 
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AL516_ ADVANCED HEBREW EXEGESIS: OLD 

TESTAMENT POETRY  
Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh 

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum Objective  This course unit is an advanced study of the reading, 

translation and exegesis of Hebrew poetry. A study of 

specific narrative texts will demonstrate the issues involved. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the syntax of 

biblical Hebrew, evidenced in the ability to exegete more 

demanding texts 

¶ display perceptive understanding of the theory, practice 

and limitations of textual criticism, and the ability to 

evaluate various readings and texts 

¶ confidently and competently read, translate and critically 

exegete poetic portions of the Masoretic Text 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the benefit of learning 

biblical Hebrew for the study of the Hebrew Bible 

Subject Content 1. Textual criticism of the Masoretic Text 

2. Circumstantial clauses; particles and prepositions 

3. The verbal system, aspect and tense 

4. Narrative syntax 

5. Hebrew poetry; style and dialects in Archaic Biblical 

Hebrew (ABH) and Late Biblical Hebrew (LBH) 

Delivery Methods Distance learning mode. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

OT Hebrew 

Digital Projector 

Assessment Methods In-Class Test (30%, 1 hour); Translation Assignment (30%, 

1500 words); Exam (40%, 1.5 hours) 

 

Representative References 

Bodine, W.R. (ed.). Linguistics and Biblical Hebrew. Winnona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1992. 
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Gibson, J.C.L.  Davidsonôs Introductory Hebrew Grammar-Syntax. 4
th
 ed. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1994. 

Niccacci, A. The Syntax of the Verb in Classical Hebrew Prose. Sheffield: JSOT, 1990. 

Polzin, R. Late Biblical Hebrew: Toward an Historical Typology of Biblical Hebrew Prose.  Missoula: 

Scholars, 1976. 

Seow, C.L. A Grammar for Biblical Hebrew: Revised Edition. Nashville: Abingdon, 1995. 

Tov, E. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1992. 

Waltke, B.K. and OôConner, M. An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Winnona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 

1990. 

Watson, W.G.E. Classical Hebrew Poetry: A Guide to its Techniques. 2
nd

 ed. Sheffield: SAP, 1995. 

Wonneberger, R. Understanding BHS: A Manual for Users of Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. Rome: 

Biblical Institute, 1984. 
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AL523_ ADVANCED KOINE GREEK: BIBLICAL, 

LITURGICAL AND PATRISTIC TEXTS 2  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 overall demand 

hours; 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff John Lee, BA (Sydney 1966), FAHA (2005), PhD (Cantab 

1970), Associate Professor 

Curriculum 

Objective 

The course unit builds upon Advanced Koine Greek I and 

provides an advanced study of the grammar, syntax and 

vocabulary of Koine Greek by critically engaging a variety of 

difficult biblical passages, liturgical texts and ascetic writings 

in their original language. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of the grammar and 

extensive structural and lexical meanings of Koine Greek 

vocabulary 

¶ display a well-developed ability to read biblical, ascetic 

and liturgical texts of considerable difficulty and identify 

more advanced forms of verbs, nouns, adjectives and 

pronouns 

¶ critically evaluate existing translations 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the contribution of a 

knowledge of Koine Greek to understanding the full 

import of the text in the original 

Subject Content 1. Reading and translation of Greek texts selected from the 

Sayings of the Desert Fathers, Old Testament (in the 

Greek of the LXX), and troparia and prayers of the Divine 

Liturgy and other services 

2. Study of Greek grammar, syntax and vocabulary arising in 

the course of reading 

3. Learning of grammatical features such as paradigms, 

principal parts of verbs, and vocabulary of Koine Greek as 

used in the set texts 

Delivery Methods Distance learning mode. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Examination (40%, 90 minutes); Weekly written exercises 

and tests (60%) 

 

Representative References 

Bauer, Walter and Frederick W. Danker. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early 

Christian Literature. 3
rd
 ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000. 

Lampe, Geoffrey W.H. Patristic Greek Lexicon. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1961ï68. 

Lee, John A.L. Greek Accents in Eight Lessons. Sydney: AHDRC, Macquarie University, 2005. 

Liddell, H.G. et al (eds.). A Greek-English Lexicon. 9
th
 ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1940. 

Machen, John Grisham. New Testament Greek for Beginners. New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1923. 

Newman, Barclay M. A Concise Greek-English Dictionary of the New Testament. Stuttgart: United Bible 

Societies, 1971 (+ reprints). 

Smyth, H.W. Greek Grammar. Harvard: Harvard University Press, 1956. 
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AL524_ GREEK 3 

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 18 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum Objective  This course unit builds upon two previous units of New 

Testament Greek and aims to bridge the gap between an 

understanding of New Testament Greek grammar and an 

advanced understanding of New Testament Greek syntax. 

This has a view to equipping students for the reading, 

translation, exegesis and exposition of the New Testament. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of New Testament 

Greek syntax 

¶ display perceptive understanding of the critical issues 

involved in exegeting passages of the New Testament 

¶ completely and accurately translate and exegete passages 

of the Greek New Testament into idiomatic English 

¶ make effective use of Wallaceôs text as a tool in 

translation, exegesis and exposition 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the value of an 

understanding of New Testament Greek for exegesis and 

interpretation of the New Testament 

Subject Content 1. Nominals: syntax of cases, nouns, adjectives, pronouns and 

prepositions 

2. Articles: the use and non-use of articles 

3. Verbs: aspect, tense, voice, mood, infinitives, participles 

4. Clauses: independent, subordinate, conditional, volitional and 

conjunctions 

5. Translation and exegesis 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

New Testament Greek 

Digital Projector 

Assessment Methods In-Class Tests (30%, 1 hour); Translation Assignment  (30%, 

1500 words); Exegetical Paper (40%, 2000 words) 
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Representative References 

Aland, K. et al. The Greek New Testament. 8
th
 ed. Stuttgart: Deutsch Bibelgesellschaft. 1994. 

Danker, Frederick W. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other  Early Christian 

Literature. From Walter Bauerôs 6
th
 ed. Chicago: University Of Chicago Press, 2000. 

Duff, Jeremy. The Elements of New Testament Greek. 3
rd
 ed. Cambridge: CUP, 2005. 

McKay, K.L. A New Syntax of the Verb in New Testament Greek: An Aspectual Approach. New York: 
Peter Lang, 1994. 

Metzger, Bruce. Lexical Aids for Students of New Testament Greek. New ed. Edinburgh: Clark, 1990. 

Mounce, W.D. A Graded Reader of Biblical Greek. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996. 

Mounce, W.D. Basics of Biblical Greek: Grammar. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

Rogers, C.L. Jr. The New Linguistic And Exegetical Key to the Greek New Testament. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1998. 

The Greek New Testament Gateway. Retrieved 25 July, 2006, from http://www.ntgateway.com/greek 

Trenchard, W.C. The Studentôs Complete Vocabulary Guide to the Greek New Testament. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 1992. 

Wallace, D. Greek Grammar Beyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament. Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1996. 

Zerwick, M. and Grosvenor, M. A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament, 4
th
 Rev. Ed. Rome: 

Pontifical Bible Institute, 1993. 

Zerwick, M. Biblical Greek. Rome: Biblical Institute, 1990. 

http://www.ntgateway.com/greek
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AL525_ GREEK 4: EXEGESIS 

Course Workload 9 credit points, Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 27 AL cr pts 

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curric ulum Objective Building on three previous course units of New Testament 

Greek this course develops an advanced understanding of 

New Testament Greek syntax. Students will read, translate, 

and exegete the New Testament. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough understanding of New Testament 

Greek syntax 

¶ competently and accurately exegete passages of the 

Greek New Testament, demonstrating a mastery of the 

grammatical and exegetical issues involved 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the New Testament Greek 

text for exegetical and expositional ministry 

Subject Content 1. Research in the Greek text 

2. Guided formulation of passage(s) for study 

3. Seminars on Syntax and Exegesis 

4. Detailed Syntactical exegesis 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

New Testament Greek 

Digital Projector 

Assessment Methods Translation Assignment (40%, 2000 words); Exegetical 

Paper (60%, 3500 words) 

 

Representative References 

Aland, K. et al. The Greek New Testament. 8
th
 ed. Stuttgart: Deutsch Bibelgesellschaft. 1994. 

Danker, Frederick W. A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other  Early Christian 

Literature. From Walter Bauerôs 6
th
 ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000. 

Duff, Jeremy. The Elements of New Testament Greek. 3
rd
 ed. Cambridge: CUP, 2005. 

McKay, K.L. A New Syntax of the Verb in New Testament Greek: An Aspectual Approach. New 

York: Peter Lang, 1994. 
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Metzger, Bruce. Lexical Aids for Students of New Testament Greek. New ed. Edinburgh: Clark, 1990. 

Mounce, W.D. A Graded Reader of Biblical Greek. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996. 

Mounce, W.D. Basics of Biblical Greek: Grammar. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1993. 

Rogers, C.L. Jr. The New Linguistic and Exegetical Key to the Greek New Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1998. 

The Greek New Testament Gateway. Retrieved 25 July, 2006, from http://www.ntgateway.com/greek 

Trenchard, W.C. The Studentôs Complete Vocabulary Guide to the Greek New Testament. Grand 

Rapids: Zondervan, 1992. 

Wallace, D. Greek Grammar beyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of the New Testament. 

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996. 

Zerwick, M. and Grosvenor, M. A Grammatical Analysis of the Greek New Testament, 4
th
 Rev. 

Ed. Rome: Pontifical Bible Institute, 1993. 
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BB400_ INTRODUCTION TO BIBLICAL STUDIES  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit for BB401 

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome 

1985), Lecturer; Randall Edwards, BA (Northwest College 1971), 
MDiv (Emmanuel 1976), MARel (Emmanuel 1977), Lecturer; 

Guy Freeland, BA (Bristol 1960), CertHist&PhilSci (Cantab 

1963), PhD (Bristol 1965), Senior Lecturer; Jacqueline Grey, BA 
(Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 

2006), Lecturer; Mark Kenney, MA (CUA Washington DC 1978), 

MA (CUA 1989), STL (CUA 1991), STD (Angelicum, Rome 

1998), Lecturer; David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit introduces students to the Bible, its content, 

context and literary genre and to the methodologies of 

biblical reading, study and interpretation. It provides the 

basis for further study of the Biblical texts. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a thorough knowledge of the structure and 

contents of the books of the Old Testament and the New 

Testament 

¶ exhibit perceptive understanding of the historical, 

geographical, social, and religious background to the 

Bible and the biblical world 

¶ demonstrate well-developed skills in the selection and 

critical application of a range of methods of biblical 

interpretation 

¶ use significant secondary literature in the critical 

interpretation of the Bible 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the value of the Bible in the 

Christian tradition 

Subject Content 1. Introduction to the Old Testament / Hebrew Bible Literature 

2. Key methodologies and approaches to Biblical interpretation 

3. Historical, cultural, political and religious contexts of the 
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Biblical materials 

4. Introduction to the New Testament Literature 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

 

Assessment Methods Essay, (3500 words, 60%); Exam, (1.5 hours, 40%) 

 

Prescribed Text 

Kee, Howard, et al. The Cambridge Companion to the Bible. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1997. 

Representative References 

Achtemeier, P.J., Green, J.B, and Thompson, M.M., Introducing the New Testament. Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Eerdmans, 2001 

Barton, John (ed.). The Biblical World. 2 vols. New York: Routledge, 2002. 

Brueggemann, W. An Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon and Christian Imagination. 

Louiseville: Westminster/John Knox, 2003. 

Collins, J.R. Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004. 

Ehrmann, Bart D. The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings. 2
nd

 ed. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Johnson, L.T. The Writings of the New Testament: An Interpretation, revised edition. Minneapolis: 

Fortress, 1999. 

McKenzie, S.L. & S.R. Hayes (eds). To Each Its Own Meaning, revised & expanded. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1999. 

Witherington, B., III. The New Testament Story. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. 
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BB401_ THE BIBLICAL STORY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester course unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB400 

Academic Staff Tba 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to survey the Biblical story in its 

progressive unfolding of the history of redemption against 

the backdrop of creation and sin.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ exhibit a perceptive understanding of the story of 

redemption as it is narrated in Scripture 

¶ display a thorough knowledge of the Biblical story and of 

our place in that story 

¶ analyse the authority of the Biblical story for cultural and 

academic activity 

¶ classify the major themes of the Biblical story such as 

creation, fall, redemption, Kingdom of God, covenant and 

mission 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the significance of the 

unity of Scripture 

Subject Content 1. The Bible as a grand story 

2. Creation 

3. The Fall 

4. Redemption initiated 

5. Redemption accomplished 

6. The mission of the church 

7. Redemption completed 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Minor Essay (30%, 1600 words); Major Essay (50%, 2800 

words); Reading Reflection; Portfolio (20%, 1200 words)  

 

Representative References 

Bartholomew, Craig and Michael Goheen. The Drama of Scripture: Finding Our Place in the Story of the 

Bible. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2004. 

Bartholomew, Craig, Mary Healy, Karl Mohler and Robin Parry eds. Out of Egypt: Biblical Theology and 
Biblical Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004. 

Duvall, J. Scott and J. Daniel Hays. Grasping Godôs Word. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2001. 

Glasser, Arthur F. Announcing the Kingdom: The Story of Godôs Mission in the Bible. Grand Rapids: 

Baker, 2003. 

Goldsworthy, Graeme. According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bible. Downers Grove: 

Intervarsity Press, 1991. 

Newbigen, Leslie. A Walk Through the Bible. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1999. 

Newbigen, Leslie. Signs Amid the Rubble: The Purposes of God in Human History. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2003. 

Roberts, Vaughan. Godôs Big Picture: Tracing the Story-Line of the Bible. Downers Grove: InterVarsity 
Press, 2003. 

Rosner, Brian S., T. Desmond Alexander and Carson Goldsworthy (eds.). New Dictionary of Biblical 

Theology: Exploring the Unity & Diversity of Scripture. Downers Grove, Intervarsity Press, 2001 
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BB402_ INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE 

RESOURCES 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 

2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer. 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is an introduction to biblical interpretation, 

focusing particularly on the relationship between exegesis 

and hermeneutics. It introduces students to a variety of 

interpretive methodologies employed to examine, and then 

apply the text to contemporary contexts. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of exegetical 

methodology  

¶ discuss and employ contemporary hermeneutical theory 

relative to biblical interpretation  

¶ critically apply the meaning of a passage of Scripture to 

contemporary contexts 

¶ exegete selected passages of Scripture 

¶ appreciate the complexities of the relationship between 

exegesis and hermeneutics  

¶ value the meaning of the passage of scripture for its 

original recipients 

Subject Content 1. Definition of exegesis and hermeneutics 

2. The notion of 'behind', 'within' and 'in front of' the 

biblical text  

3. Interpretation and authors, texts and readers 

4. Introduction to issues in contemporary exegesis 

5. History of Hermeneutics 

6. Introduction to issues in contemporary hermeneutics: 

reader, culture, gender, postmodernism 

7. Models of interpretation and transference 

8. Contemporary application of Scripture  
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Delivery Methods Weekly classes, Intensive, extensive and distance learning 

modes 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods 
Major  Essay (3000 words, 60%),  Minor Essay (2000 words, 

40%) 

 

Representative References 

Brownson, J.V. Speaking the Truth in Love: New Testament Resources for a Missional Hermeneutic. 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania: Trinity Press International, 1998 

Burrows, M & Rorem, P (eds) Biblical Hermeneutics in Historical Perspective, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 
1991 

Court J. Reading the New Testament. London: Routledge, 1997 

Green J.B. & Turner M. (Eds) Between Two Horizons. Spanning New Testament Studies and Systematic 

Theology. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 2000 

Jasper, D. A Short Introduction to Hermeneutics. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2004 

Johnson, L.T. Religious Experience in Earliest Christianity: A Missing Dimension in New Testament 

Studies. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1998 

Hayes, J. & Holladay, C. Biblical Exegesis - A Beginner's Handbook (3
rd
 ed), Louisville: Westminster John 

Knox, 2007 

Holgate, D & Starr, R.  SCM Study guide to Biblical Hermeneutics, London: SCM, 2006. 

Klein, William. et. al. Introduction to Biblical Interpretation, Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2004 

Longenecker, R. Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Period. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Eerdmans, 1999 

Lundin, R, Walhour, C, & Thiselton, A. The Promise of Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids, Michigan: 

Eerdmans, 1999 

Thiselton, A. Thiselton on Hermeneutics, Hampshire: Ashgate, 2006 

VanHoozer K. Is There Meaning In This Text? Leicester: Apollos, 1998 

VanHoozer, K. First Theology: God, Scripture & Hermeneutics. Downers Grove, Illinois: InterVarsity, 
2002 

Wallace R.S. On the Interpretation and Use of the Bible: With Reflections on Experience. Edinburgh: 

Scottish Academic, 1999 
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BB403_ HERMENEUTICS  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Bruce G. Allder, BPharm (SAIT 1976), MDiv (NTS, Kansas 

City 1986), EdD (Griffith, 2006), Lecturer; Guy Freeland, 

BA (Bristol 1960), CertHist&PhilSci (Cantab 1963), PhD 

(Bristol 1965), Senior Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce students to the history, 

goals and general principles of biblical interpretation with 

attention paid to the recognition and interpretation of the 

various literary genres in the Old and New Testaments. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a thorough knowledge of hermeneutical 

principles 

¶ exhibit a perceptive understanding of the critical 

approaches used in interpreting Scripture 

¶ demonstrate well-developed skills in the application of 

hermeneutical principles to biblical texts 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the diversity of 

interpretation of the Scriptures within the Christian 

tradition 

Subject Content 1. The need for biblical hermeneutics 

2. The history of biblical interpretation 

3. Key issues in biblical interpretation 

4. General hermeneutical principles  

5. Hermeneutical principles in relation to specific genres of 

Scripture 

6. Application of hermeneutics to life and ministry issues 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Assignment (40%, 1500 words); Written Tutorial Presentation 

(20%, 10-15 minutes + 1 page write-up); Examination (40%, 1 
hour) 

Prescribed Text 

Dockery, David S. Biblical Interpretation Then and Now: Contemporary Hermeneutics in the Light of the 

Early Church. Grand Rapids, Michigan: Bakers Book House, 1992. 

Representative References 

Bartholomew, Craig G., Colin J. D. Greene, Karl Mueller, eds. Renewing Biblical Interpretation. Carlisle: 

Paternoster, 2000. 

Bartholomew, Craig G. After Pentecost: Language and Biblical Interpretation. Carlisle: Paternoster, 2001. 

Barton, John, ed. The Cambridge Companion to Biblical Interpretation. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1998. 

Bray, Gerald L.  Biblical Interpretation: Past & Present.  Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 

Breck, John. Scripture in Tradition. Crestwood, NY, SVS Press, 2001.  

Dyck, Elmer; James I. Packer, Eugene H. Peterson, Gordon D. Fee, Craig M. Gay, James Houston, Loren 

Wilkinson.  The Act of Bible Reading: A Multidisciplinary Approach to Biblical Interpretation. 

Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1996. 

Fee, Gordon. & Douglas, Stuart. How to Read the Bible for all itôs Worth. 3
rd
 edition. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2003. 

Fee, Gordon. Listening to the Spirit in the Text. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Lundin, Roger, Clarence Walhout & Anthony C. Thiselton. The Promise of Hermeneutics. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 1999. 

Poythress, Vern S. God Centered Biblical Interpretation. Phillipsburg: P & R Publishing, 1999. 

Silva, Moises, ed. Foundations of Contemporary Interpretation. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1996. 

Torrance, Thomas F. Divine Meaning: Studies in Patristic Hermeneutics. Edinburgh: T and T Clark, 1995. 

Young, Francis. Biblical Exegesis and the Formation of the Chrustian Culture. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1997. 
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BB411_ INTRODUCTION TO THE OLD TESTAMENT  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 

2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to provide an historical, literary, 

theological and thematic introduction to the Old Testament. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the contents of the 

Old Testament 

¶ exhibit a perceptive understanding of the literary shape, 

themes, social and historical background of the books of 

the Old Testament 

¶ use significant secondary literature in the critical 

interpretation of the Old Testament 

¶ sustain an extended argument for the relevance of the Old 

Testament to the contemporary world 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the literary and theological 

nature of the Old Testament 

Subject Content 1. Introduction to the Canon 

2. The Pentateuch and the Ancient Near East context 

3. Politics and Religion in the Land: From Conquest to 

Monarchy 

4. Political and Religious Crisis: a Divided Kingdom, a 

Corrupt Cult, and the Prophetic Critique 

5. Exile and Restoration 

6. Recovering Hope: Apocalyptic 

7. Hebrew Poetry and Wisdom Literature 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 

2000 words). 
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Prescribed Text 

Coogan, M. The Old Testament, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2006. 

Representative References 

Amit, Y. Reading Biblical Narratives: Literary Criticism and the Hebrew Bible. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 

Anderson, B.W. The Living World of the Old Testament.  4
th
 ed. Longman, 1988. 

Barton, John.  Reading the Old Testament. 2
nd

 ed. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1996. 

Blenkinsopp, J.  A History of Prophecy in Israel.  rev ed. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox 

Press, 1996. 

Brueggemann, W. Old Testament Theology: Testimony, Dispute, Advocacy. Philadelphia: Fortress, 

1999. 

Childs, B.S.  Biblical Theology of the Old and New Testaments: Theological Reflection on the 

Christian Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993. 

Fee, G. and Stuart, D.  How to Read the Bible for all its Worth: A Guide to Understanding the 

Bible. 3
rd
 edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2003. 

Gottwald, K. The Tribes of Yahweh: A Sociology of the Religion of Liberated Israel 1250-1050 

BCE. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1985. 

LaSor, W.S et al. Old Testament Survey: The Message, Form, and Background of the Old 

Testament. 2
nd

 ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Whitelam, K.W. The Invention of Ancient Israel: The Silencing of Palestinian History. London: 

Routledge, 1996. 
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BB412_ STUDIES IN THE OLD TESTAMENT  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, 

Rome 1985), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit builds on the basic knowledge and skills of 

the foundational Biblical Studies unit, with a particular focus 

on the background and literature of the Old Testament. It 

provides a solid foundation for further Old Testament 

studies. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of key features of the 

historical, cultural and religious background of the Old 

Testament 

¶ exhibit a perceptive understanding of the importance of the 

Exodus for Old Testament faith and Israelite identity 

¶ analyse the circumstances of the Exile and detect its influence 

on the development of the biblical text 

¶ demonstrate well-developed skills in the exegesis of selected 

Old Testament texts 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the Old Testament as a literary 

expression of Israelôs faith in their God's action in history and 

of its influence on the Christian New Testament 

Subject Content 1. History, geography, religion and culture of Israel from the 

period "before Abraham" to 4BCE 

2. The central event of the Babylonian Exile and the 

development of the Old Testament 

3. The formation of the Hebrew Bible 

4. The literature of the Bible with special reference to the 

Torah  

5. Bible as expression of religious interpretation of history 

6. Key theological themes of the Old Testament  

7. Exegetical method, applied to selected passage 

Delivery Methods Distance learning modes.   

Required Specialist Nil  
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Facilities or 

Equipment 

Assessment Methods Summary (15%, 1000 words); Essay (25%, 1500 words); 2 

Exegetical studies (30% each, 1500 words each) 

 

Representative References  

Albertz, R. A History of Israelite Religion in the Old Testament. 2 vols. Louisville: Westminster/John 

Knox, 1994. 

Barton, J. The Biblical World, vols 1 & 2. London: Routledge, 2002. 

Blenkinsopp J. A History of Prophecy in Israel. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1996. 

Brueggemann, W. An Introduction to the Old Testament: The Canon and Christian Imagination. 
Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2003. 

Brueggemann, W. Reverberations of Faith: A Theological Handbook of Old Testament Themes. Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox, 2002. 

Collins, J. J. Introduction to the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2004. 

Kee, H.C. et al. The Cambridge Companion to the Bible. Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1997. 

Steck, O.H. Old Testament Exegesis: A Guide to the Methodology. Atlanta: Scholars, 1995. 

Van Seters, J. The Pentateuch: A Social-Science Commentary. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1999. 

Whybray, R. N. Introduction to the Pentateuch. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 
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BB414_ THE PENTATEUCH  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome 

1985), Lecturer; Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 
2001), BTh (CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer; Mark 

OôBrien, BSc (UNE 1966), STB (Angelicum Rome 1973), STL 

(PIB Rome 1976), DTheol (MCD 1987), Senior Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the Pentateuch (Torah), with due consideration of 

its historical, cultural and religious setting 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a through knowledge of the principal issues 

associated with the study of the Pentateuch  

¶ exhibit perceptive critical understanding of the ways in 

which the principal literary forms in the Pentateuch 

communicate their theological content/meaning 

¶ demonstrate well-developed skills in the exegesis of 

selected passages from the Pentateuch 

¶ use significant secondary literature in the critical 

interpretation of the Pentateuch 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the place of the Pentateuch 

in the Hebrew and Christian Canons 

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

the Pentateuch  

2. Characteristic literary forms of the Pentateuch and their 

content 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the books of the 

Pentateuch 

4. Aspects of the theology of the Pentateuch 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning mode  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor Essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 
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30%), Major Essay, (3000 words, 40%) 

Representative References 

Alexander, T. Desmond, Baker, D. W. (eds.) Dictionary of the Old Testament: Pentateuch. Downers 

Grove: Intervarsity Press, 2003. 

Alter,R. The Five Books of Moses: A Translation with Commentary. New York: W. W. Norton, 2004. 

Blenkinsopp, J. The Pentateuch. New York: Doubleday, 1992. 

Clines, D. J. The Theme of the Pentateuch. JSOT Supplement Series; Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1997. 

Crüsemann, F. The Torah. Theology and Social History of Old Testament Law. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 

1996. 

Nicholson, E. The Pentateuch in the 20
th
 Century: The Legacy of Julius Wellhausen. Oxford: Clarendon 

Press, 1998. 

Wenham, G. A Guide to the Pentateuch. Exploring the Old Testament; Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 

2003. 
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BB420 _ OLD TESTAMENT HISTORICAL BOOKS  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; Overall demand hours 

162; 42 contact hours 

Course Unit Status Elective  

Pre or Co requisites Nil  

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh 

(Griffith 2006), Associate Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This unit examines the background and content of the Old 

Testament historical books, developing the studentôs 

exegetical skills and ability to understand and then apply the 

message to current settings. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the background, 

content and theological motifs of the Old Testament 

historical books 

¶ demonstrate a detailed understanding of the 

hermeneutical issues relating to the Old Testament 

historical books 

¶ utilise well-developed exegetical skills to develop 

ministry responses from the Old Testament historical 

books 

¶ evaluate critically the social and ethical content of the 

Old Testament historical books for relevance to current 

issues 

¶ value the contribution of the Old Testament historical 

books to spiritual formation within the community of 

faith 

Subject Content 1. Historical development of the Old Testament historical 

books 

2. The social-cultural context of the historical books 

3. Theological motifs, social and ethical issues contained 

in the historical books 

4. Key hermeneutical issues 

5. Exegetical analysis and application of selected 

passages 



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated 14/10/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

 

 

 

Delivery Methods Lectures, discussions, tutorials, audio-visual presentations, 

student presentations. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Exegetical portfolio (60%, 3500 words); Essay (40%, 2500 

words) 

Representative References 

Allen, Leslie C. & Timothy S. Laniak.  Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther. NIBC.  Peabody: Hendrickson, 

2003. 

Arnold, William T.  1 & 2 Samuel: From Biblical Texté to Contemporary Life.  Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2003. 

Bloomfield, Peter.  Esther.  Darlington: Evangelical Press, 2002. 

Brueggemann, Walter.  Ichabod Towards Home: The Journey of Godôs Glory.  Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2002. 

Bush, Frederic W. Ruth, Esther: Word Biblical Commentary. Dallas: Word Books, 1996. 

Goldingay, John.  Men Behaving Badly.  Carlisle: Paternoster, 2000. 

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook of the Historical Books: Joshua, Judges, Ruth, Samuel, Kings, 

Chronicles, Ezra-Nehemiah, Esther. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001. 

Harris, J. Gordon; Brown, Cheryl Anne; Moore, Michael S. Joshua, Judges, Ruth. NIBC.  

Peabody: Hendrickson, 2000. 

Hill, Andrew E  1 & 2 Chronicles: From Biblical Texté to Contemporary Life.  Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2003. 

Jobes, Karen.  Esther: From Biblical Texté to Contemporary Life.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2003. 

Olley, John. First and Second Kings: Then and Now: In the Midst of Change, Eastwood: Morling 

Press, 2001. 

Provan, Iain William, V. Philips Long Tremper Longman III. A Biblical History of Israel. 

Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 2003. 

Webb, Barry G & D. A. Carson.  Five Festal Garments: Christian Reflection on Song of Songs, 

Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and Esther.  Leicester: Apollos, 2000. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://athena.ntc.qld.edu.au/athcgi/athweb.pl?a=sr&ci=NL&st=std&k1=Word+biblical+commentary.&l1=10&jw=1
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BB422_ OLD TESTAMENT LAW AND HISTORY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Moses Khor, BEng (Monash 1992), PhD (Monash 1997), MDiv 

(ACT 2006), Associate Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce students to the general 

content and the Ancient Near Eastern (ANE) historical and 

geographical context of the Old Testament books from 

Genesis to Esther. It further aims to introduce students to the 

discipline of interpretation and exegesis. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a thorough knowledge of the main theological 

teachings of the Old Testament books from Genesis to 

Esther 

¶ research and analyse the accounts of events from 

Abraham to the return from the Exile 

¶ show a perceptive understanding of  the geographical 

context of the Patriarchs and the Israelite kingdoms and 

of the impact of the historical and political flow of 

peoples and empires among whom ancient Israel existed 

¶ demonstrate a well-developed ability to apply critical 

exegetical principles to selected texts 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the contribution of 

archaeology and ANE literature to Old Testament study 

Subject Content 1. Text and composition of the Pentateuch and Historical 

Books 

2. Basic issues in interpretation of the patriarchal accounts 

(narrative), the legal documents (law / legislation), and 

the accounts of Israel in the land of Canaan (history) 

3. The general history of the ANE kingdoms and empires 

4. Geographical locations and topographical significance of 

major ANE kingdoms, empires, cities 

5. Book themes (theological and exegesis) 

6. Presentations of archaeological sites, architectures, and 
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artefacts; and their contribution to our understanding of 

the text 

7. Exegesis of selected texts 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Thematic Essay (30%, 1800 words); Exegesis Essay (50%, 

3000 words); Seminar Presentation (20%, 20 minutes). 

 

Representative References 

Alexander, T. D. & D. W. Baker (eds.). Dictionary of the Old Testament Pentateuch.Downers Grove: IVP, 

2003. 

Arnold B. T. & H. G. M. Williamson (eds.). Dictionary Of The Old Testament: Historical Books, Downers 
Grove: IVP, 2006). 

Bright, J. A History of Israel 4
th
 ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2000. 

Currid, J. Doing Archaeology In The Land Of The Bible. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999. 

Dillard, R. B. & T. Longman III. Introduction to the Old Testament. Leicester: Apollos, 1996. 

Fee, G. & D. Stuart. How To Read The Bible Book By Book Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2002. 

Fee, G. & D. Stuart. How To Read The Bible For All Its Worth. 3
rd
 edition. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 

2003. 

Kitchen, K. A. The Bible in Its World: The Bible and Archaeology Today. Eugene: Wipf & Stock, 2004. 

Stuart, D. Old Testament Exegesis. Louisville: Westminster Press, 2001. 

Walton, J. H. Chronological And Background Charts Of The Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 
1994. 

Wenham, G. J. Exploring the Old Testament Vol. 1: The Pentateuch. London: SPCK, 2003. 
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BB432_ PROPHETIC AND WISDOM LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB529; BB531 

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome 

1985), Lecutrer; Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 

1996), MEd (UTS 2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit studies the contribution of the prophet and 

sage to Old Testament theology via a comparative study of 

relevant prophetic and wisdom literature. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a thorough knowledge of the characteristic 

features of the prophet and sage and of the historical, 

cultural and religious settings in which they emerged and 

functioned 

¶ exhibit a perceptive understanding of the distinctive 

features of prophecy and wisdom literature and their 

relationship 

¶ demonstrate well-developed skills in applying appropriate 

methodologies to the analysis of prophetic and wisdom 

texts 

¶ use significant secondary literature in the critical 

interpretation of prophetic and wisdom literature 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the place of prophetic and 

wisdom literature in the Hebrew and Christian 

Canons/Bibles 

Subject Content 1. Analysis of the phenomenon of Prophecy in Israel 

2. Analysis of Wisdom Literature in Israel 

3. Consideration of their distinctive features and 

interrelationships 

4. Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Minor Essay (30%, 2000 words); Tutorial Paper (30%, 1500 

words); Major Essay (40%, 2500 words) 

 

Representative References 

Bergant, D. Israelôs Wisdom Literature. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1997. 

Blenkinsopp, J. Wisdom and Law in the Old Testament: The Ordering of Life in Israel & Early Judaism. 2
nd

 
ed.; Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1995. 

Brueggemann, W. The Prophetic Imagination. 2
nd

 ed.; Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 

Clifford, R. J. The Wisdom Literature. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1998. 

Petersen, D. L. Prophetic Literature: An Introduction. Louisville: John Knox Press, 2002. 

Sweeney, M. A. Prophetic Literature. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2006. 
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BB437_ DEUTERO-ISAIAH  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB536 

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome 

1985), Lecturer; Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 

1996), MEd (UTS 2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an opportunity to deepen oneôs 

knowledge of Israelite prophecy through an in-depth study of 

the so-called Deutero-Isaiah. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a thorough knowledge of the critical issues associated 

with the hypothesis of ñDeutero-Isaiahò 

¶ demonstrate a perceptive understanding of the distinctive 

literary and theological features of Isaiah 40-55 

¶ exhibit a well-developed critical ability to exegete selected 

passages in Isaiah 40-55 

¶ use significant secondary material in the critical 

interpretation of Deutero-Isaiah 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the place of Deutero-

Isaiah in its Israelite and Christian contexts 

Subject Content 1. Critical review and evaluation of the arguments for and 

against the hypothesis of a Deutero-Isaiah 

2. Analysis of the characteristic literary forms of Isaiah 40-

55 and their content/themes 

3. Critical exegesis of selected passages 

4. Aspects of the theology of Isaiah 40-55 and their 

significance 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods 2 Exegetical exercises (25% each, 1,500 words each); Essay 

(50%, 3,000 words) 
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Representative References 

Balzer, K. & M. Koh. Deutero-Isaiah: A Commentary. Minneapolis: Fortess, 2001. 

Blenkinsopp, J. Isaiah 1-39. New York: Doubleday, 2000. 

Blenkinsopp, J. Isaiah 40-55. New York: Doubleday, 2002. 

Childs, B. S. The Struggle to Understand Isaiah as Christian Scripture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. 

Childs, B.S. Isaiah: A Commentary. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001. 

Clements, R. E. Old Testament Prophecy: From Oracles to Canon. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 

1996. 

Gowan, D. E. Theology of the Prophetic Books: The Death and Resurrection of Israel. Louisville: 
Westminster John Knox, 1998. 

Hanson, P.D. Isaiah 40-66. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1995. 

Melugin, R.F. & M. Sweeney (eds.) New Visions of Isaiah. Sheffield: SAP, 1996. 

Oswalt, J.N. The Book of Isaiah Chapters 40-66. New International Commentary on the Old Testament. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

Petersen, D. The Prophetic Literature: An Introduction. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 2002. 

Seitz, C. Isaiah 1-39. Louisville: John Knox, 1993. 

Seitz, C.R. ñThe Book of Isaiah 40-66ò, in L.E. Keck et al (eds.), The New Interpreterôs Bible. Vol.VI. 

Nashville: Abingdon, 2001, 309-552. 

Williamson, H.G. The Book Called Isaiah: Deutero-Isaiahôs Role in Composition and Redaction. Oxford: 

OUP, 1994.  



 

© Copyright in this unit belongs to the Sydney College of Divinity Ltd.                                Updated 14/10/10 
The unit may not be used in whole or part without the written permission of the College 

 

 

 

 

BB439_ MINOR PROPHETS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours 

(162); 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB432 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 

2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curricul um 

Objective 

This course unit examines the book of the Twelve (Prophets) 

as a collage, with particular emphasis given to the themes, 

rhetoric and portrayals of Yahweh.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a well-developed critical understanding of 

the nature of prophetic literature 

¶ examine critically recent developments in the study of the 

book of the Twelve 

¶ display an ability to exegete critically selected prophetic 

texts 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study 

of the minor prophets 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the key issues surrounding 

the portrayal of Yahweh in the prophetic corpus, 

particularly in the light of feminist and ideological 

criticism 

Subject Content 1. The nature of prophetic literature 

2. The history of interpretation: from Sirach to Nogalski 

3. Intertextuality in the book of the Twelve - the Twelve as 

collage 

4. The production and ideology of the Twelve 

5. The presentation of Yahweh in the Twelve 

6. Exegesis of selected texts 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 

2000 words) 

Representative References 

Conrad, E.W. Zechariah. Sheffield: SAP, 1998. 

Craig, K.M., Jr. A Poetics of Jonah: Art in the Service of Ideology. 2
nd

 ed. Macon: Mercer 

University Press, 1999. 

Daniels, D.R. Hosea and Salvation History: The Early Traditions of Israel in the Prophecy of 

Hosea. New York: de Gruyter, 1990. 

Fishbane, M. Biblical Interpretation in Ancient Israel. 2
nd

 ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999.  

House, P.R. The Unity of the Twelve. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990. 

Landy, F. Hosea. Sheffield: SAP, 1995. 

Mason, R. Preaching the Tradition: Homily and Hermeneutics after the Exile. Cambridge: CUP, 

1991. 

Murray, R. The Cosmic Covenant. Sheed and Ward, 1992. 

Nogalski, J. Literary Precursors to the Book of the Twelve. New York: de Gruyter, 1993. 

Nogalski, J. Redactional Processes in the Book of the Twelve. New York: de Gruyter, 1993. 

Paul, S.M. Amos. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1991. 

Tollington, J.E. Tradition and Innovation in Haggai and Zechariah 1-8. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 

1993. 
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BB450_ INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW 

TESTAMENT  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; demand hours 162; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome, 

1985), Lecturer; Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1990), 

MTh (Griffith 2006), Associate Lecturer; David Parker, MA 

(Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curric ulum 

Objective 

This course unit aims to introduce students to the critical 

study of the New Testament, its literary forms, historical and 

cultural contexts and theological themes. It seeks to provide a 

solid foundation for further biblical and theological study. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a thorough knowledge of the content of the New 

Testament 

¶ exhibit a perceptive understanding of the historical, social 

and cultural context of the New Testament 

¶ demonstrate well-developed skills in the critical 

interpretation of New Testament texts 

¶ use significant secondary literature in the critical 

interpretation of the New Testament 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the literary and theological 

contributions of the New Testament 

Subject Content 1. Outline of the books of the New Testament 

2. Key methodologies and approaches to Biblical 

interpretation 

3. Historical, cultural, political and religious contexts of the 

New Testament materials 

4. Introduction to the New Testament literature and 

consideration of key New Testament themes 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Essay, (3500 words, 60%); Exam, (1.5 hours, 40%) 

Prescribed Text 

Johnson, Luke, T. The Writings of the New Testament. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999. 

 

Representative References 

Achtemeier, P.J., Green, J.B, and Thompson, M.M., Introducing the New Testament. Grand Rapids, 

Michigan: Eerdmans, 2001 

Brown, R.E. An Introduction to the New Testament. New York: Doubleday, 1997. 

Burkitt, D. An Introduction to the New Testament and the Origins of Christianity. Cambridge: CUP, 2002. 

Ehrmann, Bart D. The New Testament: A Historical Introduction to the Early Christian Writings. 2
nd

 ed. 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

Theissen, Gerd. The New Testament. London: T & T Clark, 2003. 

Witherington, B., III. The New Testament Story. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. 

Witherington, B., III. Paulôs Narrative Thought World. Louisville: W/JKP, 1994. 
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BB453_ SYNOPTIC GOSPELS (GREEK)  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

Contact Hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB553 

Academic Staff Rev Dr Don McLellan CertT, DipMission, GradTheol, 

MA(StTheol), PhD 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an introductory study of the 

Synoptic Gospels, read with a view to their historical context 

and their key theological features. It explores the value of 

these books as resources for Christian preaching teaching and 

spirituality. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ analyse the main features of the historical, cultural and 

religious contexts of the first century Hellenistic world 

¶ categorise the main features of the portrayal of Jesus in 

the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Synoptic Gospels. 

¶ display well-developed skills in the critical interpretation 

of the Synoptic Gospels, using appropriate methods and 

approaches. 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the relevance of the 

Synoptic Gospels for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality   

¶ work closely with the Greek text 

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political contexts of 

the Synoptic Gospels 

2. The formation and inter-relationship of the Synoptic 

Gospels 

3. Recent scholarship on the quest for the historical Jesus 

4. The literary structure and distinctive theological features 

of each of the Synoptic Gospels 

5. Exegesis of selected passages from the Synoptic Gospels 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and extensive learning modes.  
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

 

 

Assessment Methods Exam (30%, 1 hour); Class Exegesis (30%, 1500 words); 

Major essay (40%, 3000 words) 

Representative References 

Donahue, J.R., and D.J. Harrington, The Gospel of Mark, Collegeville, Michael Glazier, 2002. 

Fredriksen, P. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, London, Macmillan, 1999. 

Harrington, D.J. The Gospel of Matthew, Collegeville, Michael Glazier, 1991. 

Hooker, M.D. The Gospel according to St. Mark, London, A. & C. Black, 1991. 

Johnson, L.T. The Gospel of Luke, Collegeville, Liturgical Press, 1991.  

Malina, B.J., and R.L. Rohrbaugh (eds.), Social-Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels, 

Minneapolis, Fortress, 1992. 

Meier, J.P. A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, 3 vols., New York, Doubleday, 1991, 1994, 
1997. 

Moloney, F. The Gospel of Mark: a commentary, Peabody, Hendricksen, 2002. 

Throckmorton, B. H. Gospel Parallels: A Comparison of the Synoptic Gospels: with Alternative Readings 

from the Manuscripts and Noncanonical Parallels. 5
th
 ed. Nashville, TN: T. Nelson, 1992. 

Witherington, B. The Jesus quest: the third search for the Jew of Nazareth, Downers Grove, InterVarsity 

Press, 1995. 
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BB454_ SYNOPTIC GOSPELS 

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB553 

Academic Staff Michele Connolly, BA (ANU 1975), DipEd (UNE 1981), BTheol 

(MCD 1989), MA (NT)(CTU, Chicago1990), Lecturer; Guy 

Freeland, BA (Bristol 1960), CertHist&PhilSci (Cantab 1963), 

PhD (Bristol 1965), Senior Lecturer; Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc 
(UCapeTown 1990), MTh (Griffith 2006), Associate Lecturer; 

John McSweeney, STB (CIS 1982), SSL (PBI Rome 1991), 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an introductory study of the 

Synoptic Gospels, read with a view to their historical context 

and their key theological features. It explores the value of 

these books as resources for Christian preaching teaching and 

spirituality. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ analyse the main features of the historical, cultural and 

religious contexts of the first century Hellenistic world 

¶ categorise the main features of the portrayal of Jesus in 

the Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Synoptic Gospels. 

¶ display well-developed skills in the critical interpretation 

of the Synoptic Gospels, using appropriate methods and 

approaches. 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the relevance of the 

Synoptic Gospels for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality   

Subject Content 6. The historical, cultural, religious and political contexts of 

the Synoptic Gospels 

7. The formation and inter-relationship of the Synoptic 

Gospels 

8. Recent scholarship on the quest for the historical Jesus 

9. The literary structure and distinctive theological features 

of each of the Synoptic Gospels 
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10. Exegesis of selected passages from the Synoptic 

Gospels 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and extensive learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

 

 

Assessment Methods Minor essay (30%, 2000 words); Exegesis (30%, 1500 

words); Major essay (40%, 3000 words) 

 

Representative References 

Donahue, J.R., and D.J. Harrington, The Gospel of Mark, Collegeville, Michael Glazier, 2002. 

Fredriksen, P. Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews, London, Macmillan, 1999. 

Harrington, D.J. The Gospel of Matthew, Collegeville, Michael Glazier, 1991. 

Hooker, M.D. The Gospel according to St. Mark, London, A. & C. Black, 1991. 

Johnson, L.T. The Gospel of Luke, Collegeville, Liturgical Press, 1991.  

Malina, B.J., and R.L. Rohrbaugh (eds.), Social-Science Commentary on the Synoptic Gospels, 

Minneapolis, Fortress, 1992. 

Meier, J.P. A Marginal Jew: Rethinking the Historical Jesus, 3 vols., New York, Doubleday, 1991, 1994, 
1997. 

Moloney, F. The Gospel of Mark: a commentary, Peabody, Hendricksen, 2002. 

Throckmorton, B. H. Gospel Parallels: A Comparison of the Synoptic Gospels: with Alternative Readings 

from the Manuscripts and Noncanonical Parallels. 5
th
 ed. Nashville, TN: T. Nelson, 1992. 

Witherington, B. The Jesus quest: the third search for the Jew of Nazareth, Downers Grove, InterVarsity 

Press, 1995. 
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BB457_ THE LUKAN LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome 

1986), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the Gospel of Luke and/or the Acts of the 

Apostles, with due consideration of their historical, cultural 

and religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ identify the main critical issues associated with the study 

of the Lukan literature and differentiate the ways in which 

the principal literary forms in Luke and/or Acts 

communicate their theological content 

¶ critically analyse Lukeôs redaction of Markôs Gospel 
and/or the relation of Lukeôs Gospel to the Acts of the 

Apostles  

¶ demonstrate advanced skills in the critical interpretation of 

selected passages from the Lukan literature, using 

appropriate methods and approaches 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Lukan literature 

¶ review the relevance of the Lukan literature for 

contemporary Christian preaching, teaching and 

spirituality  

Subject Content 1. An introduction to the Lukan literature in the context of 

Hellenistic history writing; the social setting of Luke-

Acts 

2. Lukeôs theology of providence 

3. The distinctive Lukan perspective on Jesus and/or the 

early church 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Minor essay, (2000 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (3000 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Barrett, C. K. A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles, 2 vols., Edinburgh: T and 

T Clark, 1994, 2000. 

Green, J. B. The Gospel of Luke, Grand Rapids, Eerdmans, 1997. 

Green, J. B. The Theology of the Gospel of Luke, Cambridge, Cambridge University, 1995. 

Jervell, J. The Theology of the Acts of the Apostles, Cambridge, Cambridge University, 1996. 

Johnson, L.T. The Acts of the Apostles, Collegeville, Liturgical Press, 1992. 

Johnson, L.T. The Gospel of Luke, Collegeville, Liturgical Press, 1991. 

Marshall, I. H., and Peterson, D. (eds.) Witness to the Gospel: the Theology of Acts, Grand Rapids, 
Eerdmans, 1998. 

Neyrey, J. H. (ed) The Social World of Luke-Acts, Peabody, Hendrickson, 1990. 

Squires, J. T. The Plan of God in Luke- Acts, Cambridge, Cambridge University, 1993. 

Tannehill, R. C. The Narrative Unity of Luke-Acts: A Literary Interpretation, 2 vols., Philadelphia, 
Fortress, 1986, 1990. 

Witherington, B. (ed) History, Literature and Society in the Book of Acts, Cambridge, Cambridge 

University, 1995. 
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BB465_ THE PRISON EPISTLES  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the so-called Prison or Captivity 

letters ascribed to Paul; Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians 

and Philemon. The issues of pseudonymity, literary 

dependency and the various world-views developed from the 

text(s) are examined. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of (Deutero)Pauline 

literature 

¶ exhibit a well-developed ability to identify the relevance 

of the historical, geographical, social background and the 

literary nature of each book 

¶ show an ability to utilize advanced hermeneutical 

principles in exegeting sample texts 

¶ use secondary literature, introductions and commentaries 

for the critical study of the Prison Epistles 

¶ display a critical appreciation of preparing for Christian 

ministry from an informed reading of these texts 

Subject Content 1. Genre identification  

2. Compare/contrast Pauline/Deutero Pauline literature 

3. Occasion and Purpose; Rhetorical Strategy; Narrative 

world 

4. Exegesis of individual texts  

5. application to ministry 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Digital Projector 

Assessment Methods Essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 2000 

words) 
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Representative References 

Arnold, C.E. Ephesians: Power and Magic. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. 

Dunn, J.D.G. The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon. NIGTC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1996. 

Fee, G.D. Philippians. NICNT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 

Hooker, M.D. ñThe Letter to the Philippians,ò in The New Interpreterôs Bible. Nashville: 

Abingdon, 2000.  

McDonald, M.Y. Colossians and Ephesians. SP17, Collegville: Liturgical Press, 2000. 

Meeks, W.A. The First Urban Christians: the Social World of the Apostle Paul. New Haven: 

YUP, 1983. 

Perkins, P. ñThe Letter to the Ephesians,ò in The New Interpreterôs Bible. Nashville: Abingdon, 

2000, vol. XI.  

Schnackenburg, R. Ephesians. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1991. 

Thompson, M.M.  Colossians & Philemon. THNTC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 
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BB504_ BIBLE AND PUBLIC THEOLOGY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB548; BB505 

Academic Staff Michele Connolly, BA (ANU 1975), DipEd (UNE 1981), BTheol 

(MCD 1989), MA (NT) (CTU Chicago 1990), Lecturer; Mark 

Kenney, MA (CUA Washington DC 1978), MA (CUA 1989), STL 

(CUA 1991), STD (Angelicum, Rome 1998), Lecturer; Mark 
OôBrien, BSc (UNE 1966), STB (Angelicum, Rome 1973), LSS 

(PIB, Rome 1976), DTheol (MCD 1987) 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit builds on the introduction to Biblical Studies 

of BB400 in order to explore in a critical yet constructive 

way how the Bible might inform and guide public theology 

on contemporary moral, social and political issues.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a perceptive understanding of the distinctive 

hermeneutical issues involved in the interpretation and 

application of biblical texts 

¶ engage critically with different models of biblical 

interpretation and show how these may be used as a 

means of theological reflection 

¶ critically analyse the interplay between advanced biblical 

scholarship, Christian tradition and contemporary 

experience 

¶ evaluate the relevance of the Bible in contemporary social, 

ethical and political debate 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the role of the Bible in 

public theology 

Subject Content 1. Models of biblical interpretation used in both Old and 

New Testaments 

2. Critical reflection on issues of Revelation and Inspiration 

3. The place and role of the Bible in a multi-cultural and 

multi-religious society 

4. Critical application of the Bible to contemporary issues, in 

particular morality (war, ecology, gender, etc) 

Delivery Methods Classroom learning modes. 
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Case Study (25%, 1500 words); Essay (50%, 3000 words); 

Seminar Presentation (25%, 15 minutes) 

 

Representative References 

Brueggemann, Walter. An Introduction to the Old Testament. The Canon and Christian 

Imagination. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2003. 

Kee, Howard Clark. The Cambridge Companion to the Bible. Cambridge Univ Press, 1997. 

Rieger, J. Opting For The Margins: Post modernity And Liberation, AAR/Oxford, 2003   

Schnackenburg, Rudolf. The Moral Teaching of the New Testament. London: Burns & Oats, 1965 

Sedmak, Clemens. Doing Local Theology. New York: Orbis, 2002  

Veling, Terry. Practical Theology: on earth as it is in heaven. New York: Orbis Books, 2005.  

Wijsen Frans, Henriot Peter, and Mejia Rodrigo. The Pastoral Cycle Revisited: A Critical Quest 

for Truth and Transformation. New York: Orbis Books, 2005. 
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BB505_ BIBLICAL THEOLOGY: OLD AND NEW 

TESTAMENTS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB504; BB548 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh 

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer; David Parker, MA 

(Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a detailed examination of the specific 

compilation of themes highlighted in a synthesised reading of 

biblical texts.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the key themes of 

biblical theology and of the nature and direction of 

biblical revelation 

¶ display a well-developed critical understanding of the 

ways in which the two Testaments cohere 

¶ show sophisticated evaluation of the various approaches 

used by scholars in developing their interpretations of 

Biblical theology 

¶ integrate the material studied into a critical theological 

framework 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the abiding value of the 

major themes of the bible, (creation, covenant, kingship, 

etc.) for communicating the message of the Bible to the 

contemporary world 

Subject Content 1. The nature of Biblical Theology as a discipline 

2. The Biblical Theology Movement 

3. A detailed study of the kingdom of God as a biblical 

theme  

4. The role of biblical theology in interpreting and applying 

biblical texts 

5. The Great Commission in biblical-theological perspective 

6. Gospel proclamation in the New Testament  
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7. The relevance of biblical theology for current debates  

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 

2000 words). 

 

Representative References 

Barr, James.  The Concept of Biblical Theology: An Old Testament Perspective. London: SCM 

Press, 1999. 

Bruce, F.F.  This is That: The New Testament Development of Some Old Testament Themes. 

Carlisle: Paternoster, 1968. 

Brueggemann, W. Old Testament Theology: Testimony, Dispute, Advocacy. Philadelphia: Fortress, 

1999. 

Bultmann, R. Theology of the New Testament. 2 vols. London: SCM, 1952. 

Childs, B.S.  Biblical Theology of the Old and New Testaments: Theological Reflection on the 

Christian Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993. 

Childs, B.S. Biblical Theology in Crisis. Louisville: Westminster/John KnoxPress, 1970. 

Eichrodt, W., Old Testament Theology. 2 vols. London: SCM, 1967. 

Holwerda, D.E. Jesus and Israel, One Covenant or Two. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 

Penchansky, D.  The Politics of Biblical Theology. Macon: Mercer, 1995. 

Räisänen, Heikki.  Beyond New Testament Theology: a Story and a Programme. London: SCM 

Press, 1990. 

Swartley, W.M. Israelôs Scripture Traditions and the Synoptic Gospels: Story Shaping Story. 

Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994. 

Wright, N.T. The New Testament and the People of God. London: SPCK, 1992. 
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BB508_ NEW TESTAMENT THEOLOGY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; Overall demand hours 

162; 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff Alex R. G. Deasley, BA (Cantab 1958), MA (Cantab 1962), 

PhD (Manchester 1972), Sessional Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit seeks to introduce the student to the 

theology of the New testament by tracing the development of 

some of its central ideas.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of main New 

Testament theological themes, with specific reference to 

each of the major blocks of New Testament materials 

¶ display a perceptive understanding of the differing 

methodologies of several prominent New Testament 

theologians 

¶ show effective critical evaluation of the various 

approaches used by these scholars in developing their 

theology 

¶ integrate the material studied into a critical theological 

framework 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the contributions of 

these scholars to the development of New Testament 

theology today 

Content 1. Approaches to New Testament theology 

2. The nature of the biblical materials 

3. The fundamental themes of the teaching of Jesus 

4. The proclamation of the earliest Church. 

5. From Jesus to Paul: Christianity for the gentile world 

6. The development of a New Testament theology for 

ministry 

Delivery Methods Distance learning mode. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Annotated Bibliography (20%, 1000 words); Essay (30%, 

2000 words); Essay (50%, 3000 words) 

 

Representative References 

Bauckham, Richard. The Theology of the Book of Revelation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
1993. 

Donfried, Karl P, I. Howard Marshall. The Theology of the Shorter Pauline Letters. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1993. 

Dunn, James D. G. The Theology of Paulôs Letter to the Galatians. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1993. 

Green, Joel B. The Theology of the Gospel of Luke. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

Haacker, Klaus. The Theology of Paulôs Letter to the Romans. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2003. 

Jervell, Jacob. The Theology of the Acts of the Apostles. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996. 

Lieu, Judith M. The Theology of the Johannine Epistles. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991. 

Lincoln, Andrew T., A. J. M. Wedderburn. The Theology of the Later Pauline Letters. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1993. 

Lindars, Barnabas. The Theology of the Letter to the Hebrews. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1991. 

Luz, Ulrich. The Theology of the Gospel of Matthew. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

Smith, Dwight M. The Theology of the Gospel of John. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 

Strecker, Georg, Friedrich W. Horn, M. Eugene Boring. Theology of the New Testament. Louisville: John 
Knox Press, 2000. 

Telford, William R. The Theology of the Gospel of Mark. Cambridge:  Cambridge University Press, 1999. 
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BB509_ THE THEOLOGY OF PAUL  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; Overall demand hours 

162; 42 contact hours 

Course Unit Status Elective  

Pre or Co requisites Nil  

Academic Staff Alex R. G. Deasley, BA (Cambridge 1958), MA (Cambridge 

1962), PhD (Manchester 1972), Sessional Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This unit seeks to introduce the student to the life of Paul and 

his theology. Particular attention is paid to his soteriological 

understanding. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a detailed knowledge of the major 

soteriological themes within the Pauline corpus 

¶ demonstrate a sound understanding of the differing 

methodologies in the consideration and compilation of 

Pauline theology 

¶ evaluate critically the various approaches used by these 

scholars in developing their theology 

¶ integrate the material studied into a critical theological 

framework 

¶ appreciate the contributions of these scholars to the 

development of Pauline theology today 

Content 1. The presuppositions of Pauline theology 

2. Humanity outside of Christ (doctrine of sin) 

3. Christ the new humanity (Christology) 

4. Christ for humanity (the atonement). 

5. Humanity in Christ (justification) 

6. Christ in humanity (sanctification) 

7. All in Christ (eschatology) 

Teaching & 

Learning Strategies 

Class activities include lectures, class discussions, tutorials, 

audio-visual material and student presentations. 

Sample Assessment Annotated Bibliography (20%, 1000 words); Essay 1 (30%, 
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2000 words); Essay 2 (50%, 3000 words) 

 

 

 

Representative References 

Donfried, Karl P. Paul, Thessalonica, and Early Christianity. London: T & T Clark, 2002. 

Donfried, Karl P, I. Howard Marshall. The Theology of the Shorter Pauline Letters. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1993. 

Dunn, James D. G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

________. The Theology of Paulôs Letter to the Galatians. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993. 

Furnish, Victor P. The Theology of the First Letter to the Corinthians. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1989. 

Gorman, Michael J. Cruciformity: Paulôs Narrative Spirituality of the Cross. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2001. 

________. Apostle of the Crucified Lord: A Theological Introduction to Paul and his Letters. Cambridge: 

Eerdmans, 2004. 

Haacker, Klaus. The Theology of Paulôs Letter to the Romans. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

2003. 

Lincoln, Andrew T., A. J. M. Wedderburn. The Theology of the Later Pauline Letters. Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press, 1993. 

Murphy-OôConnor, Jerome. The Theology of the Second Letter to the Corinthians. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1991. 

Penna, Romano. Paul the Apostle: A Theological and Exegetical Study. Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 

1996. 

Schreiner, Thomas R. Paul, Apostle of Godôs Glory in Christ: A Pauline Theology. Downers Grove: 
InterVarsity Press, 2001. 
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BB526_ THE PSALMS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB527 

Academic Staff Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 

2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer; Mark Kenney, MA (CUA 
Washington DC 1978), MA (CUA 1989), STL (CUA 1991), STD 

(Angelicum, Rome 1998), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit studies Israelôs poetic literature and practice 

of prayer and worship as represented in the Psalter. It 

provides an opportunity to develop exegetical skills in the 

analysis of Hebrew poetry 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate perceptive understanding of Hebrew poetry 

and of the different types of Psalms found in the Psalter 

¶ research and analyse the relevant historical, sociological 

and religious contexts of the Psalms 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete selected 

Psalms from the Psalter 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Psalms 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the place of the Psalms in 

theology and worship 

Subject Content 1. The characteristic features of Hebrew Poetry 

2. The historical, sociological and religious background to 

the Psalter 

3. Examination of representative psalms 

4. Aspects of the theology of the Psalms 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist Nil  
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Facilities or 

Equipment 

Assessment Methods Exegesis, (2500 words, 40%); Major Essay, (3500 words, 

60%) 

 

Representative References 

Anderson, B. W. Out of the Depths: the Psalms Speak for us Today. 3d rev. Ed. Louisville: John Knox 

Press, 2000. 

Bullock, C. H. Encountering the Book of Psalms: A Literary and Theological Introduction. Grand Rapids: 

Baker Academic Press, 2004. 

Day, J. Psalms. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990. 

Fokkelman, J. P. Reading Biblical Poetry. Louisville: John Knox Press, 2001. 

Holladay, W. L. The Psalms Through Three Thousand Yeasr: Prayerbook of a Cloud of Witnesses. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996. 

McCann, J. C. The Shape and Shaping of the Psalter. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1993. 

Terrien, S. The Psalms. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2003. 

Westermann, C. Psalms: Structure, Content and Message. Minneapolis: Augsburg/Fortress Press, 1980. 
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BB527_ PSALMS & SONG OF SONGS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours 

(162); 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB526 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 

2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a detailed examination of the specific 

texts of Psalms and Song of Songs. It provides an advanced 

study of reading Hebrew poetry. Exegesis of selected 

passages will illustrate the hermeneutical principles. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a perceptive understanding of Hebrew 

poetry, poetic techniques and the hermeneutical principles 

for the interpretation of Psalms and Song of Songs 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study 

of these books and of the history of their interpretation  

¶ exhibit a well-developed evaluation of the canonical 

context of Psalms and Song of Songs, including their 

application to Christ in the NT 

¶ critically engage with the contemporary controversies 

surrounding the interpretation of these books 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the abiding contribution 

of these texts to Christian theology and also church 

practice 

Subject Content 1.  Features of Hebrew poetry 

2.  Themes of Psalms and Song of Songs 

3. Hermeneutical principles applicable to Psalms and Song of 

Songs 

4.  Contemporary approaches to Song of Songs 

5.  Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 

2000 words). 

 

Representative References 

Allen, C.L. Psalms 101-150. WBC, Waco: Word, 1983.  

Alter, R. The Art of Biblical Poetry, Basic Books, 1985. 

Brenner, A. The Song of Songs. JSOT Guide. Sheffield: SAP, 1989. 

Broyles, C.C. The Conflict of Faith and Experience in the Psalms: A Form-Critical and 

Theological Study. JSOT Sup 52. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1989. 

Brueggeman, W. The Psalms and the Life of Faith. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1995. 

Craigie, P.C. Psalms 1 - 50. WBC. Waco: Word, 1983. 

Croft, S. J.L. The Identity of the Individual in the Psalms, JSOT Sup 44. Sheffield: SAP, 1987.  

Day, J. Psalms. JSOT OT Guides. Sheffield: SAP, 1990. 

Meyers, C. Discovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context. Oxford: OUP, 1988.   

Miller, P. D.  Interpreting the Psalms. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986. 

Murphy, R. The Song of Songs. Hermeneia, Philadelphia: Fortress, 1990. 

Sternberg, M.  The Poetics of Biblical Narrative: Ideological Literature and the Drama of 

Reading. Bloomington: Indiana Uni Press, 1985.  
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BB528_ PSALMS & SONG OF SONGS (HEBREW)  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours 

(162); 42 Contact Hours 

Prerequisites 18 cr pts in Hebrew 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB526 

Academic Staff Kelvin Cole Dip.T. (NBCAE); B.Ed.St. (UQ); Grad. Theol. 

(BTCQ) B.Th. (Hons) (ACTh); M.Ed.Admin (UNE); Ph.D.(UQ).  

Sessional Lecturer. 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a detailed examination of the specific 

texts of Psalms and Song of Songs. It provides an advanced 

study of reading Hebrew poetry. Exegesis of selected 

passages will illustrate the hermeneutical principles. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough understanding of Hebrew poetry, 

poetic techniques and the hermeneutical principles for the 

interpretation of Psalms and Song of Songs 

¶ use proficiently the Hebrew text to exegete passages from 

Psalms and Song of Songs within their canonical context, 

including their application to Christ in the NT  

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study 

of these books and of the history of their interpretation  

¶ critically engage with the contemporary controversies 

surrounding the interpretation of these books 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the abiding contribution 

of these texts to Christian theology and also church 

practice 

Subject Content 1.  Features of Hebrew poetry 

2.  Themes of Psalms and Song of Songs 

3. Hermeneutical principles applicable to Psalms and Song of 

Songs 

4.  Contemporary approaches to Song of Songs 

5.  Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Major essay (40%, 2500 words); Exegetical Portfolio (40%, 

2500 words); exam (20%  1 hour) 

 

 

 

Representative References 

Allen, C.L. Psalms 101-150. WBC, Waco: Word, 1983.  

Alter, R. The Art of Biblical Poetry, Basic Books, 1985. 

Brenner, A. The Song of Songs. JSOT Guide. Sheffield: SAP, 1989. 

Broyles, C.C. The Conflict of Faith and Experience in the Psalms: A Form-Critical and 

Theological Study. JSOT Sup 52. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1989. 

Brueggeman, W. The Psalms and the Life of Faith. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1995. 

Craigie, P.C. Psalms 1 - 50. WBC. Waco: Word, 1983. 

Croft, S. J.L. The Identity of the Individual in the Psalms, JSOT Sup 44. Sheffield: SAP, 1987.  

Day, J. Psalms. JSOT OT Guides. Sheffield: SAP, 1990. 

Meyers, C. Discovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context. Oxford: OUP, 1988.   

Miller, P. D.  Interpreting the Psalms. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1986. 

Murphy, R. The Song of Songs. Hermeneia, Philadelphia: Fortress, 1990. 

Sternberg, M.  The Poetics of Biblical Narrative: Ideological Literature and the Drama of 

Reading. Bloomington: Indiana Uni Press, 1985.  
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BB529_ WISDOM LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB432 

Academic Staff Randall Edwards, BA (Northwest College 1971), MDiv 

(Emmanuel 1976), MARel (Emmanuel 1977); Jacqueline Grey, 

BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh (CSU 2002), PhD 

(CSU 2006), Lecturer; Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh 
(Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer  

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the historical, sociological and 

religious context of Wisdom Literature and undertakes a 

close analysis of selected texts from that literature 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display thorough knowledge of the historical, sociological 

and religious contexts of Old Testament Wisdom 

Literature 

¶ demonstrate perceptive understanding of the 

hermeneutical issues relating to Old Testament Wisdom 

Literature 

¶ exhibit advanced hermeneutical and exegetical skills in 

the analysis of selected passages from Old Testament 

Wisdom literature 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

Old Testament Wisdom Literature 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the place of Wisdom 

Literature in the Hebrew and Christian Bibles 

Subject Content 1. The historical, sociological, and religious context of 

Wisdom Literature 

2. Characteristic literary forms of Wisdom Literature and 

their content 

3. Exegesis of passages in selected books of Wisdom 

Literature 

4. Aspects of the theology of Wisdom Literature 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Exegetical Paper, (2000 words, 40%); Major Essay, (3500 

words, 60%) 

 

Representative References 

Ballard, H. & W. Tucker (eds.) An Introduction to Wisdom Literature and the Psalms. Macon, GA: Mercer 

University Press, 2000. 

Brown, W. P. Character in Crisis: A Fresh Approach to the Wisdom Literature of the Old Testament. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Clifford, R. J. The Wisdom Literature. Nashville: Abingdon, 1998. 

Clines, D. The Poetical Books. Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997. 

Gammie, J. G. and L. G. Perdue (eds.) The Sage in Israel and the Ancient Near East. Winona Lake: 
Eisenbrauns, 1990. 

Lucas, E. Exploring the Old Testament: The Psalms and Wisdom Literature, vol. 3; London: SPCK, 2003. 

Murphy, R. E. The Tree of Life: An Exploration of Biblical Wisdom Literature. 2
nd

 ed.; Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1996. 

Westermann, C. Roots of Wisdom: The Oldest Proverbs of Israel and Other Peoples. Louisville: John Knox 

Press, 1995. 
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BB530_ ESTHER 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours 

(162); 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff Tba 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a critical analysis of the specific book of 

Esther and its narrative world. It provides a critical appraisal 

of methods of biblical reading applied to the book of Esther, 

including narrative and feminist criticisms. Exegesis of 

selected passages will illustrate the hermeneutical principles. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a well-developed ability to describe and 

analyse the Book of Esther 

¶ display perceptive critical understanding of the 

theological and ethical concerns of Esther 

¶ exhibit a well-developed ability to describe, and to 

demonstrate from the Esther text, various critical methods 

in interpreting Hebrew narrative, particularly narrative 

and feminist criticisms 

¶ show an advanced critical ability to exegete passages 

from Esther, evidencing comparative and close readings 

of texts 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the contribution of 

Esther to contemporary Christian living 

Subject Content 1. Interpreting Hebrew narrative 

2. Critical approaches to Esther 

3. Exegesis of selected passages 

4. Excurses on various methods 

5. Theology of Esther 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 

2000 words). 
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Representative References 

Amit, Y. Reading Biblical Narratives: Literary Criticism and the Hebrew Bible. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 

Beal, T.K.  The Book of Hiding: Gender, Ethnicity, Annihilation, and Esther. Biblical Limits, 

London: Routledge, 1997. 

Berlin, A.  Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative. Sheffield: SAP, 1983. 

Brenner, A (ed.).  A Feminist Companion to Esther, Judith and Susanna. Sheffield: SAP, 1995. 

Bush, F.W.  Ruth, Esther. WBC, Nashville: Word, 1996 

Day, P.L. (ed.). Gender and Difference in Ancient Israel. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1989. 

Fox, M.V. Character and Ideology in the Book of Esther. 2
nd

 ed. Columbia: UOSCP, 2001. 

Gunn, D. M. and Fewell, D. N. Narrative in the Hebrew Bible. Oxford Bible Series, Oxford: OUP, 

1993. 

Levenson, J. D.  Esther: A Commentary. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox, 1997. 

Meyers, C. L.  Discovering Eve: Ancient Israelite Women in Context. New York: OUP, 1988. 

Niditch, S. Underdogs and Tricksters: A Prelude to Biblical Folklore. San Francisco: Harper & 

Row, 1987. 
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BB531_ PROPHETIC LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB432 

Academic Staff Richard H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1990), MTh (Griffith 

2006), Associate Lecturer; Mark OôBrien, BSc (UNE 1966), STB 

(Angelicum Rome 1973), STL (PIB Rome 1976), DTheol (MCD 

1987), Senior Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of Israelôs Prophetic Books, with due consideration 

of their historical, cultural and religious settings/contexts 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show perceptive understanding of the critical issues 

associated with the study of Prophetic Literature 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the various 

prophetic literary forms and of the ways in which these 

communicate their theological content 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete selected 

passages from Prophetic Literature 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the study of 

Prophetic Literature  

¶ display a critical appreciation of the place of Prophecy in 

the Hebrew and Christian Canons 

Subject Content 1. Developing an appropriate context for the study of 

Prophetic Literature 

2. Study of prophetic literary forms and their 

content/themes 

3. Exegesis of selected texts from Prophetic Books 

4. Aspects of the theology of Prophetic Books 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Exegetical Paper (40%); Major Essay (60%) 
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Representative References 

Blenkinsopp. J. A History of Prophecy in Israel (2
nd

 ed). Louisville: John Knox Press, 1996. 

Brueggemann, W. The Prophetic Imagination. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 

Chisholm, R. B. Handbook on the Prophets. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002. 

Clements, R. E. Old Testament Prophecy from Oracle to Canon. Louisville: John Knox Press, 1996. 

Davies, P. R. The Prophets. The Biblical Seminar 42; Sheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1996. 

Dempsey, C. J. The Prophets. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2000. 

Gowan, D.E. Theology of the Prophetic Books: The Death and Resurrection of Israel. Louisville: John 
Knox Press, 2002. 

Matthews, V. H. Social World of the Hebrew Prophets. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2001. 
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BB536_ ISAIAH  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours 

(162); 42 contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB437 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh 

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a detailed examination of the specific 

text(s) of Isaiah. Particular methods will be discussed and 

applied, including genre analysis, comparative studies, and 

literary analysis. Exegesis of selected passages will illustrate 

the hermeneutical principles. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display through knowledge of the historical, geographical 

and social background of Isaiah 

¶ demonstrate a detailed knowledge of the text of Isaiah 

¶ engage critically with the contemporary debates 

concerning the unity, themes and ethics of Isaiah  

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete passages 

from Isaiah 

¶ show a critical appreciation of the abiding contribution of 

Isaiah to Christian theology and also church practice 

Subject Content 1. The book(s) of Isaiah: On unity and reception 

2. Isaiah as vision, text, poetry and labyrinth of metaphors 

3. The remnant, the Servant and the transformation of Zion 

4. Postcolonialism and the nations in Isaiah 

5. Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

None  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 

2000 words) 
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Representative References 

Barton, J. Isaiah 1-39. JSOT Guide. Sheffield: SAP, 1995. 

Broyles, C.C. and C.A. Evans (eds.). Writing and Reading the Scroll of Isaiah: Studies of an 

Interpretive Tradition. Leiden: Brill, 1997. 

Brueggemann, W. Isaiah 1-39. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1998.  

Brueggemann, W. Isaiah 39-66. Louisville: Westminster/John Knox Press, 1998. 

Childs, B.S. The Struggle to Understand Isaiah as Christian Scripture. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

2004 

Conrad, E.W. Reading Isaiah. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1991. 

Emmerson, G.I. Isaiah 56-66. JSOT Guide, Sheffield: SAP, 1992. 

Gitay, Y. Isaiah and his Audience, Assen: Van Gorcum, 1991. 

Melugin, R. and M.A. Sweeney (eds.). New Visions of Isaiah. Sheffield: SAP, 1996. 

Seitz, C.R. Zionôs Final Destiny: The Development of the Book of Isaiah. Philadelphia: Fortress, 

1991. 

Sweeney, M.A. Isaiah 1-39, with an Introduction to Prophetic Literature, Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

Eerdmans, 1996. 

Williamson, H.G.M. The Book Called Isaiah: Deutero-Isaiahôs Role in Composition and 

Redaction, Oxford: Clarendon, 1994. 
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BB538_ DANIEL  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff Jacqueline Grey, BA (Sydney 1995), BTh (SCD 2001), BTh 

(CSU 2002), PhD (CSU 2006), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit is a detailed examination of the specific 

book of Daniel and its apocalyptic worldview. It provides an 

advanced study of methods of biblical reading applied to the 

book of Daniel, including genre analysis, comparative 

studies, and literary analysis.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ display a well-developed ability to describe and analyse 

the Book of Daniel 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete passages of 

Hebrew apocalyptic and prophetic literature 

¶ demonstrate a perceptive understanding of the theological 

stance of the Book of Daniel 

¶ evaluate the final form of the Book of Daniel and 

understand its canonical significance in the Old 

Testament 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the contribution of the 

Book of Daniel to the New Testament and to 

contemporary Christian living 

Subject Content 1. Interpreting apocalyptic 

2. Critical approaches to Daniel 

3. Excurses on various methods: genre analysis, literary 

approach, biblical theology, historiography 

4. Theology of Daniel 

5. Exegesis of selected passages 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Major essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 
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2000 words). 

Representative References 

Amit, Y. Reading Biblical Narratives: Literary Criticism and the Hebrew Bible. 

Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2001. 

Berlin, A. Poetics and Interpretation of Biblical Narrative. Sheffield: SAP, 1983. 

Collins, J.J. Apocalypticism in the Dead Sea Scrolls, London: Routledge, 1997. 

Collins, J.J. Daniel: With and Introduction to Apocalyptic Literature. FOTL. vol XX, Grand 

Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1984. 

Collins, J.J. The Apocalyptic Imagination: An Introduction to Jewish Apocalyptic Literature. 2
nd

 

ed. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 1998. 

Cook, S.L. Prophecy and Apocalypticism: The Postexilic Social Setting. Philadelphia: Fortress, 

1995. 

Goldingay, J.E. Word Biblical Themes: Daniel. Dallas: Word, 1989. 

Goldingay, J.E. Daniel. WBC. Waco: Word, 1989.  

Gunn, D. M. and Fewell, D. N. Narrative in the Hebrew Bible. Oxford Bible Series, Oxford: OUP, 

1993. 

LaCocque, A. Daniel in his Time. Columbia: UOSCP, 1988. 
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BB548_ OLD TESTAMENT THEOLOGY  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; demand hours 162; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB504; BB505 

Academic Staff Terry Grey, BTh (SCD 1994), MTh (Sydney 1996), MEd (UTS 

2002), PhD (Sydney 2001), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit seeks to introduce the major themes in the 

theology of the Old Testament, while summarising the 

approaches of key scholars in the field.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a thorough knowledge of, a well -developed response to, 

main Old Testament theological themes with specific reference 

to each of the major blocks of Old Testament materials 

¶ demonstrate critical discernment of the problematic issues for 

the Church relating to the theology of the Hebrew scriptures 

¶ offer effective evaluation of the various interpretive 

approaches to the theology of the Hebrew Bible within modern 
scholarship 

¶ exhibit well-developed ability to analyse various biblical 

theological positions in the light of the historical and cultural 

contexts in which they emerge 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the significance of the 

Hebrew Bible as a body of literature and thought for the 

proclamation of the Church  

Content 1. Survey of leading Old Testament theologians and their 

critical works 

2. Approaches to Old Testament theology 

3. Major themes in Old Testament theology 

4. Old Testament theology as a vital source for life and 

ministry 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Annotated Bibliography (25%, 1000 words); Essay 1 (25%, 
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2000 words); Essay 2 (50%, 3000 words) 

 

Representative References 

Anderson, B.W. Contours of Old Testament Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999. 

Brueggemann, W. Old Testament Theology. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992. 

Childs, Brevard S. Old Testament Theology in a Canonical Context. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985. 

Coleson, Joseph E. óEzer Cenegdo: A Power Like Him, Facing Him as Equal. Grantham: 

Wesleyan/Holiness Women Clergy, 1996. 

Eichrodt, Walther. Theology of the Old Testament. London: SCM Press, 1967. 

Hafeman, Scott J. Biblical Theology: Retrospect and Prospect. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2002. 

Hasel, G. Old Testament Theology: Basic Issues in the Current Debate (4
th
 ed). Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

Eerdmans, 1991. 

House, Paul R. Old Testament Theology. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1998. 

Mays, J. et.al. eds. Old Testament Interpretation. Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1995. 

Sun, Henry T. C. and Keith L. Eades, eds. Problems in Biblical Theology. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans, 

1997. 

von Rad, G. Old Testament Theology Vol 1. (trans. Stalker, S) Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001.  

von Rad, G. Old Testament Theology Vol 2. (trans. Stalker, S) Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001. 
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BB553_ THE FOUR GOSPELS 

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit, 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB454 

Academic Staff Anthony Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, 

Rome 1985), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit builds on the introductory survey of the New 

Testament books by investigating the principal literary, 

historical and theological features of the four Gospels. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a critical understanding of the social and 

religious context of Jesus of Nazareth and of early 

Christianity  

¶ exhibit a thorough knowledge of the Gospel genre and its 

functions in the early Christian church 

¶ engage critically with the Synoptic Problem and with its 

mainstream solution  

¶ evaluate and critique contemporary historical-critical 

exegetical methods for interpreting the Gospels  

¶ display a critical appreciation of the context, pastoral 

concerns and theology of the Gospel writers 

Subject Content 1. The Gospel genre and its intent; historical, cultural, 

religious and political background of early Christianity  

2. The aims of Jesus and the early community of disciples 

3. The Synoptic Problem 

4. The communities of Mark, Matthew, Luke and John 

5. Contemporary critical approaches to the Gospels 

6. The christologies of the Gospels 

7. Discipleship in the Gospels 

8.    Practical exegetical method 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilit ies or 

Nil  
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Equipment 

Assessment Methods 2 Exegetical exercises (25% each, 1250 words each); Essay 

(50%, 3000 words) 

 

Representative References 

Aune, D (ed.) The Gospel of Matthew in Current Study: Studies in Memory of William G. 

Thompson S.J. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001. 

Brown, R. E. An Introduction to the Gospel of John, edited by F. J. Moloney. New York: 

Doubleday, 2003. 

Byrne, B. The Hospitality of God. A Reading of Lukeôs Gospel. Strathfield: St Paulôs 2000. 

Harrington, K.J. The Gospel of Matthew. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1991. 

Hooker, M.D. The Gospel According to Mark.  London: A. & C. Black, 1993. 

Johnson, L.T. The Gospel of Luke.  Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1991. 

Kysar, R. John, The Maverick Gospel. Rev. ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1994. 

Luz, U. Matthew 1-7; Matthew 8-20; Matthew 21-28. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1992, 2000, 2005. 

McKnight, S. & M.C. Williams The Synoptic Gospels: an Annotated Bibliography. Grand Rapids: 

Baker, 2000. 

Moloney, F. J. The Gospel of Mark: A Commentary. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2002. 

Moloney, F.M. The Gospel of John. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1998. 

Moody-Smith, Jr., D. John. Nashville: Abingdon, 1999. 

Nickle, K.F. The Synoptic Gospels: An Introduction. Rev. ed. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001. 

Schnackenburg, R. Jesus in the Gospels: A Biblical Christology. Trans. O.D. Dean Jr. Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox, 1995. 

Wright, N. T. Jesus and the Victory of God. London: SPCK, 1996.  
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BB559_ THE GOSPELS AND HOLY LIVING  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; Overall demand hours 

162; 42 contact hours 

Course Unit Status Elective  

Pre or Co requisites Nil  

Academic Staff Kent E. Brower, BSL (CNC, Winnipeg 1967), MA (ENC, 

Boston 1969), PhD (University of Manchester 1978), 

Sessional Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This unit is designed to contribute to the development of a 

critical and coherent biblical theology of Christian holiness 

based upon exegetical and theological engagement with the 

four gospels. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a detailed knowledge of the historical and 

social context of the quest for holiness in the Second 

Temple Period  

¶ demonstrate a sound knowledge of the scholarly 

literature on this issue in the gospels 

¶ evaluate critically the contribution of this literature to 

New Testament theology 

¶ utilise advanced exegetical skills to develop lifestyle 

responses from the gospels 

¶ appreciate the contribution of the gospels to personal 

and community spiritual and social transformation 

Subject Content 8. Holiness in the Second Temple Period  

9. Holiness, Jesus and the Spirit: The Gospel of Luke  

10. Holiness and the Trinity: The Gospel of John 

11. Holiness and discipleship: The Gospel of Mark  

12. óPerfect like your Fatherô: Holiness in Matthew 

13. Holiness in the Gospels: Lessons in the holy life 

Delivery Methods Lectures, discussions, tutorials, audio-visual presentations, 

student presentations. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Nil  
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Equipment 

Assessment Methods Oral Presentation (30%, 20 minutes); Critical Review (30%, 

2500 words); Essay (40%, 3000 words) 

 

Representative References 

Barton, Stephen C. Holiness Past and Present. London: T& T Clark, 2003. 

Borg, Marcus J. Conflict, Holiness and Politics in the Teaching of Jesus. 2
nd

 edn. Harrisburg: 

Trinity Press, 1998. 

Brower, K. E. Holiness in the Gospels. Kansas City: Beacon Hill Press of Kansas City, 2005. 

________. óThe Reader Must Understandô: Eschatology in Bible and Theology. Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1999. 

Brower, K. E. & A. Johnson, eds. Holiness and Ecclesiology in the New Testament. Grand Rapids: 

Eerdmans, 2006. 

Chilton, Bruce & Craig Evans. Jesus in Context: Temple Purity and Restoration. Leiden: Brill, 

1997. 

Deasley, A. R. G. The Shape of Qumran Theology. Carlisle: Paternoster, 2001. 

Coppedge, Allan. Portraits of God: A Biblical Theology of Holiness. Downers Grove: InterVarsity 

Press, 2001. 

Greathouse, W. Wholeness in Christ. Kansas City: Beacon Hill of Kansas City, 1998. 

Klawans, Jonathan. Impurity and Sin in Ancient Judaism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2000. 

McKnight, Scot. A New Vision for Israel: The Teachings of Jesus in National Context. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999. 

Poorthuis, M. J. & J. Schwartz. Purity and Holiness: The Heritage of Leviticus. Jewish and Christian 

Perspectives 2. Leiden: Brill, 2000. 

Webster, John. Holiness. London: SCM, 2003. 

Wells, Jo Bailey. Godôs Holy People: A Theme in Biblical Theology. JSOTSS 305. Sheffield: 

Sheffield Academic Press, 2000. 
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BB562_ LUKE -ACTS: A PENTECOSTAL  READING  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an investigation of the Lukan 

material, his continuation of salvation history, and critiques 

the contemporary Pentecostal use of the same. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a thorough knowledge of, and well-developed 

response to, the main critical issues associated with a 

Lukan symbolic universe 

¶ research and analyse the use of plot, characterization and 

other literary devices in Luke-Acts 

¶ demonstrate detailed knowledge of the texts and a well 

developed critical understanding of the Lukan narrative 

¶ engage critically with contemporary Pentecostalismôs use 

of Luke-Acts 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the use of the Lukan 

material in contemporary ministry 

Subject Content 1. Identification of Lukeôs Genre as Greek Historiography 

2. Occasion and Purpose as reconstructed from Lukeôs 
prologue and its propleptic function 

3. Lukeôs Rhetorical Strategy  

4. Narrative world and placing characters within the story 

5. Exegesis of individual texts utilizing a redemptive 

movement hermeneutic 

6. Examination of Lukeôs Pneumatology 

7. Critique of contemporary Pentecostalôs use of Luke 

8. Application to ministry 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Digital Projector 
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Equipment 

Assessment Methods Essay (60%, 3500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 2000 

words) 

 

Representative References 

Dunn, J.D.G.  Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1970. 

Green, J.B.  The Gospel of Luke. NICNT, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997. 

Johnson, L.T.  Luke, Acts. SP3, 5, Collegeville: Michael Glazier, 1991, 1992. 

Ma, W. and Menzies, R.P. Pentecostalism in Context. JPTS11,  Sheffield: SAP, 1997. 

Marshall, I.H. and Peterson, D. Witness to the Gospel. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 

McQueen, L.R.  Joel and the Spirit. JPTS8, Sheffield: SAP, 1995. 

Neyrey, J.H. (ed.). The Social World of Luke-Acts. Peabody: Hendrickson, 1991. 

Tannehill, R.C. The Narrative Unity of Luke-Acts. Philadelphia: Fortress, 1991, 1994. 

Turner, M. Power from on High. JPTS 9; Sheffield: SAP, 1996. 

Winter, B. (ed.). The Book of Acts in Its First Century Setting; 5 vols. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1993-96. 

Witherington, B. The Acts of the Apostles. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1998. 
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BB564_ THE PAULINE LITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff Michele Connolly, BA (ANU 1975), DipEd (UNE 1981), BTheol 

(MCD 1989), MA (NT)(CTU, Chicago 1990), Lecturer; Anthony 
Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome 1985), 

Lecturer; Guy Freeland, BA (Brist 1960), CertHist&PhilScl 

(Cantab 1963), PhD (Brist 1965), Senior Lecturer John 
McSweeney, STB (CIS 1982), SSL (PBI Rome 1991), Lecturer; 

David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the New Testament Literature associated with 

Paul, with due consideration of their historical, cultural and 

religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a perceptive understanding of the social, cultural and 

pastoral issues which gave rise to each of the Pauline 

letters 

¶ demonstrate thorough knowledge of the key literary and 

theological features of the Pauline letters 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Pauline literature. 

¶ exhibit advanced skills in the critical interpretation of 

selected passages from the Pauline letters, using 

appropriate methods and approaches 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the relevance of the 

Pauline literature for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality   

Subject Content 1. An introduction to the Pauline literature: historical, 

geographical, social and religious factors 

2. Recent scholarship on the ñNew Perspectiveò on Paul 

3. The social setting, literary structure, key theological 

ideas, and purpose of selected Pauline letters  

4. Exegesis of selected passages from the Pauline literature 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist Nil  
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Facilities or 

Equipment 

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (2000 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (2500 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Bruce, F.F. Paul, Apostle of the Free Spirit. Rev. ed. Carlisle: Paternoster, 2000  

Byrne, Brendan. Romans. Collegeville, MN: Michael Glazier, 1996. 

Cousar, Charles B.  The Letters of Paul.  Nashville: Abingdon, 1996. 

Dunn, J. D. G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1998. 

Malherbe, A. J. Paul and the Popular Philosophers, Minneapolis, Fortress, 1989. 

Meeks, W. A. The First Urban Christians: The Social World of the Apostle Paul, New Haven, Yale, 1983. 

Murphy-OôConnor, J. Paul. A Critical Life. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996. 

Roetzel, C. J. The Letters of Paul: Conversations in Context, Atlanta, John Knox, 1990. 

Strom, M. Reframing Paul. Conversations in Grace and Community, Downers Grove, IVP, 2000. 

White, J. L. The Apostle of God: Paul and the Promise of Abraham, Peabody, Hendrickson, 1999. 

Witherington III, Ben. The Paul Quest: The Renewed Search for the Jew of Tarsus. Downers Grove: 

InterVarsity Press, 1998. 

Wright, N. T. Paul: In Fresh Perspective. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 2005. 
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BB566_ THE PRISON EPISTLES (GREEK)  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites Nil  

Academic Staff Van Shore, DipDiv/Min(Sydney Missionary and Bible 

College 1978) GradDipTheol (University of Queensland 

1997) MTh (University of Queensland 1998) PhD 

(University of Queensland 2003).  Lecturer. 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the so-called Prison or Captivity 

letters ascribed to Paul; Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians 

and Philemon. The issues of pseudonymity, literary 

dependency and the various world-views developed from the 

text(s) are examined. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of (Deutero) Pauline 

literature 

¶ exhibit a well-developed ability to identify the relevance 

of the historical, geographical, social background and the 

literary nature of each book 

¶ use proficiently the Greek text to exegete passages and 

utilize advanced hermeneutical principles in exegeting 

sample texts 

¶ use secondary literature, introductions and commentaries 

for the critical study of the Prison Epistles 

¶ display a critical appreciation of preparing for Christian 

ministry from an informed reading of these texts 

Subject Content 6. Genre identification  

7. Compare/contrast Pauline/Deutero Pauline literature 

8. Occasion and Purpose; Rhetorical Strategy; Narrative 

world 

9. Exegesis of individual texts  

10. application to ministry 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Digital Projector 
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Assessment Methods Essay (40%, 2500 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 2500 

words); Exam (20%  1 hour) 

 

 

 

 

Representative References 

Arnold, C.E. Ephesians: Power and Magic. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992. 

Dunn, J.D.G. The Epistles to the Colossians and to Philemon. NIGTC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1996. 

Fee, G.D. Philippians. NICNT. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995. 

Hooker, M.D. ñThe Letter to the Philippians,ò in The New Interpreterôs Bible. Nashville: 

Abingdon, 2000.  

McDonald, M.Y. Colossians and Ephesians. SP17, Collegville: Liturgical Press, 2000. 

Meeks, W.A. The First Urban Christians: the Social World of the Apostle Paul. New Haven: 

YUP, 1983. 

Perkins, P. ñThe Letter to the Ephesians,ò in The New Interpreterôs Bible. Nashville: Abingdon, 

2000, vol. XI.  

Schnackenburg, R. Ephesians. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1991. 

Thompson, M.M.  Colossians & Philemon. THNTC. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2005. 
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BB567_ THE PASTORAL EPISTLES  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Exclusions Not to count for credit with BB564 

Academic Staff Moses Khor, BEng (Monash 1992), PhD (Monash 1997), 

MDiv (ACT 2006), Associate Lecturer; David Parker, MA 

(Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the Pastoral Epistles, with due consideration of 

their historical, cultural and religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a thorough knowledge of, and well-developed 

response to, the main critical issues associated with the 

study of the Pastoral Epistles 

¶ demonstrate how the principal literary forms in the 

Pastoral Epistles communicate their theological content 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete selected 

passages from 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy and Titus 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Pastoral Epistles 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the relevance of the 

Pastoral Epistles for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

the Pastoral Epistles 

2. Characteristic literary forms of 1 Timothy, 2 Timothy and 

Titus and their content 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the books of the Pastoral 

Epistles 

4. Aspects of the theology of the Pastoral Epistles 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  
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Assessment Methods Minor essay, (2000 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (3000 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Davies, M. The Pastoral Epistles. Harrisburg: Continuum, 2006. 

Dunn, J. D. G. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to St Paul. Cambridge: CUP, 2003. 

Harding, M. What Are They Saying About the Pastoral Epistles. Mahwah: Paulist Press, 2001. 

Johnson, L.T. First and Second Letters to Timothy. AB35A. New York: Doubleday, 2001.  

Karris, R.J. The Pastoral Epistles. NTM. Wilmington: Michael Glazier, 1979. 

Marshall, I. H. The Pastoral Epistles. International Critical Commentary. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1999. 

Mounce, W.D. Pastoral Epistles. Word Biblical Commentary Vol. 46. Waco: Word, 2000. 

Quinn, J.D. The Letter to Titus. New York: Doubleday, 1990. 
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BB568_ THE JOHANNINE L ITERATURE  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff Michele Connolly, BA (ANU 1975), DipEd (UNE 1981), BTheol 
(MCD 1989), MA (NT)(CTU, Chicago 1990), Lecturer;  Anthony 

Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome 1985), 

Lecturer; Guy Freeland, BA (Brist 1960), CertHist&PhilScl (Camb 
1963), PhD (Brist 1965),Senior Lecturer; Richard H. Giesken, 

BBusSc (UCapeTown 1990), MTh (Griffith 2006), Associate 

Lecturer; John McSweeney, STB (CIS 1982), SSL (PIB Rome 
1991), Lecturer; David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the New Testament Literature associated with 

John, with due consideration of their historical, cultural and 

religious settings/contexts.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a thorough knowledge of, and well-developed 

response to, the main critical issues associated with the 

study of the Johannine literature 

¶ demonstrate how the principal literary forms in the 

Johannine literature communicate their theological content 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

the Johannine literature 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete selected 

passages from the Johannine literature, using appropriate 

methods and approaches 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the relevance of the 

Johannine literature for contemporary Christian preaching, 

teaching and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. An introduction to the Gospel and Epistles of John 

2. Johnôs community as reflected in these texts 

3. The distinctive literary style of the Gospel 

4. Key theological concepts in the Johannine tradition 
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5. Exegesis of selected passages 

6. The Revelation of John as a distinctive literary and 

theological unit 

7. Issues of authorship in the Johannine literature 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes.  

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (2000 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (2500 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Ashton, John. (ed). The Interpretation of John. Edinburgh: T&T Clark, 1997. 

Beasley-Murray, G.R.  John. (WBC) (2 vols).  Waco: Word Books, 1987. 

Culpepper, R. A.  The Gospel and Letters  of John. Nashville: Abingdon, 1998. 

Lee, Dorothy.   The Symbolic Narratives of the Fourth Gospel.  New York: Crossroad, 2002 

Lieu, J. The Theology of the Johannine Epistles. Cambridge: CUP, 1991. 

Loader, W. R. G. The Christology of the Fourth Gospel, Frankfurt, Verlag Peter Lang, 1989. 

Moloney, Francis J. The Gospel of John. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 1998. 

Morris, Leon. The Gospel According to John. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1995. 

Painter, J. 1, 2 and 3 John. Collegeville: Liturgical Press, 2002. 

Painter, J. The Quest for the Messiah: The History, Literature and Theology of the Johannine 

Community. rev. ed. Nashville: Abingdon, 1993. 

Schüssler Fiorenza, E. Revelation: Vision of a Just World, Philadelphia, Fortress, 1991. 

Smith, D. M. The Theology of the Gospel of John, Cambridge, Cambridge University, 1995. 
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BB572_ ROMANS 

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff Michele Connolly, BA (ANU 1975), DipEd (UNE 1981), BTheol 

(MCD 1989), MA (NT) (CTU Chicago 1990), Lecturer; Anthony 

Corcoran, BA (Sydney 1977), STL (Gregorian, Rome 1986), 
Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of the letter to the Romans, with due consideration of 

their historical, cultural and religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a thorough knowledge of, and well-developed 

response to, the main critical issues pertaining to the letter 

to the Romans 

¶ demonstrate how the principal literary forms in Romans 

communicate their theological content 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete selected 

passages from Romans, using appropriate methods and 

approaches 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

Romans 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the relevance of Romans 

for contemporary Christian preaching, teaching and 

spirituality  

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

Romans 

2. Literary and rhetorical study of Romans 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the book of Romans 

4. Aspects of the theology of Romans 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (2000 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (3000 words, 40%) 
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Representative References 

Byrne, B. Romans. Collegeville: Michael Glazier, 1996. 

Donfried, K. P. (ed). The Romans Debate: Revised and Expanded Ed. Peabody: Hendrickson 2001. 

Dunn, J. D. G. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to St Paul. Cambridge: CUP, 2003. 

Dunn, J. D. G. The Theology of Paul the Apostle. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1998. 

Esler, P.F. Conflict and Identity in Romans. Minneapolis: Fortress, 2003 

Fitzmyer, J. A. Romans, New York, Doubleday, 1993. 

Moo, D. J. The Epistle to the Romans (New International Commentary on the New Testament). Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Murphy-OôConnor, J. Paul. Oxford: Clarendon, 1996. 

Nanos, M.D. The Mystery of Romans. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1996. 

Storm, M. Reframing Paul. Conversations in Grace and Community. Downerôs Grove: IVP, 2000. 

Wedderburn, A.J. The Reasons for Romans. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1991. 

Witherington, B. and D. Hyatt. Paulôs Letter to the Romans, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2004. 
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BB573_ THE CORINTHIAN CORRESPONDENCE  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of 1 and 2 Corinthians, with due consideration of 

their historical, cultural and religious settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a thorough knowledge, and well-developed response 

to, the main critical issues pertaining to the Corinthian 

correspondence 

¶ demonstrate how the principal literary forms in 1 and 2 

Corinthians communicate their theological content 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete selected 

passages from 1 and 2 Corinthians 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

1 and 2 Corinthians 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the relevance of the 

Corinthian correspondence for contemporary Christian 

preaching, teaching and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

the Corinthian correspondence 

2. Literary and rhetorical study of 1 and 2 Corinthians 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the books of 1 and 2 

Corinthians 

4. Aspects of the theology of the Corinthian correspondence 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (2000 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (3000 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 
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Barnett, P. The Second Epistle to the Corinthians. New International Commentary on the New 

Testament. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997. 

Dunn, J. D. G.  The Theology of Paul the Apostle.  Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1998. 

Dunn, J. D. G. (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to St Paul. Cambridge: CUP, 2003. 

Fee, G. D. The First Epistle to the Corinthians New International Commentary on the New Testament. 

Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996. 

Furnish, V. P The Theology of the First Letter to the Corinthians. NTT. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1999. 

Murphy-OôConnor, J. The Theology of the Second Letter to the Corinthians. NTT. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1991. 

Strom, M.  Reframing Paul. Conversations in Grace and Community.  Downerôs Grove: IVP, 2000. 

Thiselton, A.C. The First Epistle to the Corinthians. NIGTC, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Thrall, M. E.  A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Second Epistle to the Corinthians. 2 vols. 
Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1994. 

Witherington III, B.  Conflict and Community in Corinth: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on 1 and 2 

Corinthians. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994. 
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BB582_ HEBREWS AND THE GENERAL EPISTLES  

Course Workload 9 Credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff Michele Connolly, BA (ANU 1975), DipEd (UNE 1981), BTheol 

(MCD 1989), MA (NT) (CTU Chicago 1990), Lecturer; Richard 

H. Giesken, BBusSc (UCapeTown 1989), MTh (Griffith 2006), 
Associate Lecturer; David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), 

Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit examines the literary forms and theological 

content of Hebrews and the General Epistles, with due 

consideration of their historical, cultural and religious 

settings.  

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ show a through knowledge of, and well-developed 

response to,  the main interpretative issues pertaining to 

Hebrews and the General Epistles 

¶ demonstrate how the principal literary forms in Hebrews 

and the General Epistles communicate their theological 

content 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete selected 

passages from Hebrews, James, 1 and 2 Peter, and Jude 

¶ use significant secondary literature for the critical study of 

Hebrews and the General Epistles 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the relevance of Hebrews 

and the General Epistles for contemporary Christian 

preaching, teaching and spirituality  

Subject Content 1. The historical, cultural, religious and political context of 

Hebrews and the General Epistles  

2. Characteristic literary forms of Hebrews and the General 

Epistles and their content 

3. Exegesis of selected passages in the books of Hebrews, 

James, 1 and 2 Peter, and Jude 

4. Aspects of the theology of Hebrews and the General 

Epistles 

Delivery Methods Classroom, intensive, extensive and distance learning modes. 
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Required Specialist 

Facilities or 

Equipment 

Nil  

Assessment Methods Minor essay, (1500 words, 30%); Exegesis, (1500 words, 

30%); Major essay, (3000 words, 40%) 

 

Representative References 

Bauckham, R. Jude, 2 Peter. Dallas: Word, 1990. 

Chester, A. and Martin, R.P. The Theology of the Letters of James, Peter, and Jude. Cambridge: 

CUP, 1994.  

deSilva, David Arthur. Perseverance in Gratitude: A Socio-Rhetorical Commentary on the Epistle "To the 
Hebrews". Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Ellingworth, P. The Epistle to the Hebrews. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1992. 

Elliott, J.J. 1 Peter. New York: Doubleday, 2000. 

Harrington, D.J. Jude and 2 Peter. Collegeville: Liturgical, 2003. 

Hartin, P.J. James. Collegeville: Liturgical, 2003. 

Johnson, L.T. The Letter of James. New York: Doubleday, 1995.  

Koester, C.R. Hebrews. New York: Doubleday, 2001.  

Lindars, B. The Theology of the Letter to the Hebrews. Cambridge: CUP, 1991. 

Moo, Douglas J. The Letter of James. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Painter, J. Just James: The Brother of Jesus in History and Tradition. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1999. 

Perkins, P. First and Second Peter, James and Jude. Louisville: John Knox, 1995. 
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BB587_ THE BOOK OF REVELATION  

Course Workload 9 credit points; Semester Course Unit; 162 demand hours; 42 

contact hours 

Prerequisites 9 BB cr pts 

Academic Staff David Parker, MA (Theol) (ACT 1996), Lecturer 

Curriculum 

Objective 

This course unit provides an investigation of the Book of 

Revelation, including critical issues, interaction with 

contemporary interpretations and a chapter-by-chapter 

exegetical study, providing a balanced assessment and 

appreciation of the book. 

Outcomes Students should be able to: 

¶ demonstrate a thorough knowledge of, and well-

developed response to, the interpretative issues pertaining 

to the Book of Revelation 

¶ show detailed knowledge of the text of the Book of 

Revelation 

¶ exhibit an advanced critical ability to exegete passages 

from the Book of Revelation 

¶ integrate the relationship of Revelation with the rest of 

Scripture, including its use of the Old Testament 

¶ display a critical appreciation of the principles and 

insights derived from study of Revelation for 

contemporary life and ministry 

Subject Content 1. Introduction 

2. Dramatic Reading 

3. Author, Date, Canonicity, Historical setting 

4. Traditional interpretative approaches 

5. Literary background and Genre 

6. Purpose, Rhetoric, Structure and Plot 

7. Exegesis 

8. Use of the Old Testament 

9. Relevance 

Delivery Methods Classroom and distance learning modes. 

Required Specialist Digital Projector 
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Facilities or 

Equipment 

Assessment Methods Essay (60%, 4000 words); Exegetical Essay (40%, 2000 

words) 

 

Representative References 

Aune, D.E. Revelation 1-5. WBC52A. Waco: Word, 1997. 

Bauckham, R. The Climax of Prophecy: Studies on the Book of Revelation. Edinburgh: T and T 

Clark, 1993. 

Bauckham, R. The Theology of the Book of Revelation. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 

1993. 

Beale, G.K. Johnôs Use of the Old Testament in Revelation. JSNTSS. Sheffield: Sheffield 

Academic Press, 1998. 

Boring, M.E. Revelation. Interpretation. Louisville: John Knox Press, 1989. 

Fiorenza, E. S. The Book of Revelation: Justice and Judgment. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1998. 

Gregg, S. Revelation: Four Views- a Parallel Commentary. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1997. 

Koester, C. R. Revelation and the End of All Things. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001. 

Malina, B.J. and Pilch, J.J. Social-Science Commentary on the Book of Revelation. Minneapolis: 

Fortress Press, 2000. 

Murphy, F.J. Fallen is Babylon: The Revelation to John. Harrisburg: Trinity Press International, 

1998. 




